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OFFICERS and COMMITTEES 
 2024/2025 

 
Executive Board execboard@ifba.org 
Chairman of the Board - Ken Beliveau chairman@ifba.org 
President - Bob Rupert president@ifba.org 
First Vice President - Rick Loiselle 1stvp@ifba.org 
Second Vice President - Tracey Brighten 2ndvp@ifba.org 
Immediate Past President - Steve Korb pastpresidents@ifba.org 
Executive Vice President - Steve Garnett executiveoffice@ifba.org 
Treasurer - Paul Schaetzle treasurer@ifba.org 
Secretary - Gerard Mahoney secretary@ifba.org 
Vice President Region  1 - Rick Conway region1vp@ifba.org 
Vice President Region  3 - Charles Lewis region3vp@ifba.org 
Vice President Region  5 - Tom McDonald region5vp@ifba.org 
Vice President Region  6 - Dennis Ahrens region6vp@ifba.org 
Vice President Region  7 - Dan Wolfe region7vp@ifba.org 
Vice President Region  9 - Conni Spellman region9vp@ifba.org 
Vice President Region 10 - Rick Loiselle region10vp@ifba.org 
Vice President Region 11 - Rick Short region11vp@ifba.org 
Vice President at Large - Joe Sullivan atlargevp@ifba.org 
Directory of Publicity - Stuart Nathan directorofpublicity@ifba.org 
  
Membership and Organization Business executiveoffice@ifba.org 
  
CFSI / Publicity publicity@ifba.org 
Stuart Nathan - Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org 
Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org 
Vito Maggiolo maggiolv@gmail.com 
  
Constitution & By -laws bylaws@ifba.org 
Dennis Ahrens - Chair dennis.ahrens@ifba.org 
Mark Cohen mc41853@live.com 
Michael Quinn M1969Q@aol.com 
  
Convention / Education convention@ifba.org 
Ken Beliveau - Chair ken.beliveau@ifba.org 
Dennis Ahrens dennis.ahrens@ifba.org 
Steve Korb rvaflyingsquad@gmail.com 
Frank Novak fnovak53@yahoo.com 
Joe Sullivan joe.sullivan@ifba.org 
David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com 
Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org 

https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
mailto:chairman@ifba.org
mailto:president@ifba.org
mailto:1stvp@ifba.org
mailto:2ndvp@ifba.org
mailto:pastpresidents@ifba.org
mailto:executiveoffice@ifba.org
mailto:treasurer@ifba.org
mailto:secretary@ifba.org
mailto:region1vp@ifba.org
mailto:region3vp@ifba.org
mailto:region5vp@ifba.org
mailto:region6vp@ifba.org
mailto:region7vp@ifba.org
mailto:region9vp@ifba.org
mailto:region10vp@ifba.org
mailto:region11vp@ifba.org
mailto:atlargevp@ifba.org
mailto:directorofpublicity@ifba.org
mailto:stuart.nathan@ifba.org
mailto:wally.banks@ifba.org
mailto:maggiolv@gmail.com
mailto:M1969Q@aol.com
mailto:rvaflyingsquad@gmail.com
mailto:vaughn97@hotmail.com
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Finance finance@ifba.org 
Stephen Fickenscher stephen.fickenscher@ifba.org 
Carolyn Wignall ladyfirefly_911@hotmail.com 
Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org 
  
Fire & Life Safety lifesafety@ifba.org 
Gerard Mahoney - Chair gerard.mahoney@ifba.org 
Don Schmidt DLS@preparednessLLC.com 
Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org 
  
Fire Buff of the Year fboy@ifba.org 
Stuart Nathan - Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org 
Tom Pelaia tbone1019@comcast.net 
Tom McDonald tmcfire@aol.com 
  
Historical  historical@ifba.org 
Ignatius Kapalczynski - Chair ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org 
Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org 
Mike DeWalt mike.dewalt@ifba.org 
Steve Garnett  steve.garnett@ifba.org 
Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org 
Elliot Paisner empais01m@gmail.com 
Jim Peruta jim@peruta.net 
Dan Rode drode343@gmail.com 
Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org 
  
Information Technology it@ifba.org 
Dan Wolfe - Co-Chair dan.wolfe@ifba.org 
Matt Ford - Co-Chair matt.ford@ifba.org 
Cody Daniels cody.daniels@ifba.org 
Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org 
Conni Spellman - Facebook auntconni@hotmail.com  
Wally Banks - Google Meeting Coordinator wally.banks@ifba.org 
  
Insurance insurance@ifba.org 
Paul Schaetzle - Chair paul.schaetzle@ifba.org 
Don Schmidt DLS@preparednessLLC.com 
Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org 
  
  

mailto:stuart.nathan@ifba.org
mailto:historical@ifba.org
mailto:empais01m@gmail.com
mailto:jim@peruta.net
mailto:wally.banks@ifba.org
mailto:auntconni@hotmail.com
mailto:wally.banks@ifba.org
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Past Presidents pastpresidents@ifba.org 
Rick Conway - Chair  richardaconway@comcast.net 
Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org 
Steve Garnett  steve.garnett@ifba.org 
Gerard Mahoney gerard.mahoney@ifba.org 
Tom McDonald tmcfire@aol.com 
Stuart Nathan  stuart.nathan@ifba.org 
Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org 
  
Recruitment & Retention join@ifba.org 
Joe Sullivan - Chair joe.sullivan@ifba.org 
Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org 
Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org 
Chris Oliphant chris.oliphant@ifba.org 
Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org 
  
Resource resource@ifba.org 
Ira Cohen ï Chair ira.cohen@ifba.org 

Karl Brummett 
karl.brummett@ifba.org  
kbrummett@suddenlink.net 

Stuart Nathan  stuart.nathan@ifba.org 
Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org 
Don Schmidt DLS@preparednessLLC.com 
Jerry Traub indybuff1@gmail.com 
David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com 
Gary Wignall thewignalls@sympatico.ca 
Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org 
  
Turn Out Magazine turnout@ifba.org 
Ignatius Kapalczynski - Chair ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org 
Michael DeWalt mike.dewalt@ifba.org 
Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org 
  

mailto:richardaconway@comcast.net
mailto:wally.banks@ifba.org
mailto:stuart.nathan@ifba.org
mailto:wally.banks@ifba.org
mailto:karl.brummett@ifba.org
mailto:karl.brummett@ifba.org
mailto:stuart.nathan@ifba.org
mailto:vaughn97@hotmail.com
mailto:turnout@ifba.org
mailto:wally.banks@ifba.org
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Hello All 

 

Attached you will see the information about the upcoming convention in Ottawa. Get your registration in and 
come have fun with us. Please forward this information to your clubs and anyone else you feel is interested in 
going. 
 

There is more excitement coming with next year we are going to Nashville!  There are talks of other conventions 
coming in the two years after Nashville, this will be kept quiet until an actual bid has been made.  Join us at the 
Ottawa Convention to find out more. 
 

Would your group be interested in hosting or co-hosting an IFBA Convention in your area?  We would love to 
come to other areas of the US or Canada. Contact me if you have some ideas and the IFBA can assist you. 

 

I have heard that there are concerns that some people think that the IFBA dues that clubs pay go to pay for 
those that attend the convention to have a BIG PARTY.  This is far from the truth.  Each individual that attends 
a convention pays for their own dinner and drinks at the banquet, including all the IFBA Officers.  Attached is 
the Financial Statement of the IFBA so you can see where the IFBA spends its money. 
 

Take a look at the IFBA website and give us your thoughts on what we can do to add more. 
 

Turn Out Magazine online edition has become a great source of information. If your club has not submitted an 
article, please do.  The article does not have to be big, you can just give a description of what your club does 
and who to contact if someone is visiting your area. 

 

The IFBA History Committee is hard at work trying to keep the written information of the fire service and buff 
clubs.  If you have old newsletters from your club or even from the fire department in your area, get hold of Iggy 
(Iggy@ibfa.org) so they can get scanned. 
 

We are also looking for older Turnout Issues, we almost have a full collection!!  We don't need to keep them, 
we just want to scan them. 

 

mailto:Iggy@ibfa.org
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As some of us are getting older we have collected a lot of fire memorabilia through our time of being involved in 
the fire service or the fire buff community.  Our families may not want our collections. What do we do with 
them? Do you have friends that you know that have similar interests?  Just make sure your collection does 
not end up in a dumpster like some I have heard about. 
 

The IFBA has several committees. Look at the website and see if there is one you are interested in being part of.  
You can contact me, IFBA Chairman, ken.beliveau@ifba.org or Executive Vice President Steve Garnett 
steve.garnett@ifba.org for more information. 

 

I have also heard that there are some Canteen / Rehab Groups that are getting out of the IFBA since they feel 
that they are not really a Fire Buff Club.  I disagree. There are many types of people that have any interest in 
helping the fire service or collecting fire service items, be it equipment, apparatus or the written history., as well 
as many other things.   

 

We are looking into a new IFBA Committee that will be made up of those Clubs / Groups that do Canteen or 
Rehab.  If you are part of a Canteen / Rehab Group please reach out to me or Steve Garnett.  
 

I look forward to hearing from you or seeing you at the upcoming convention. 
 

I plan on sending out more IFBA information throughout the year. If you know of anyone else that would like to 
be part of this email send me their information. 
 

Ken  
 

Kenneth F. Beliveau 
IFBA Chairman 
 

 

mailto:ken.beliveau@ifba.org
mailto:steve.garnett@ifba.org
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Office of the Vice President 
at Large  

Joseph P. Sullivan  

 

Activities through June 30,2025 of the Vice President At Large: 

Phone calls       35 

Emails              104 

Meetings           41 

Texts                  62 

Total                242 
 

Buffed Alaska, Sumter County Florida, Jacksonville, Florida, Baltimore, Tampa, PG County and Charolotte NC  

!ƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ά/ŀǎŎŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƻέ  ¢ƘŜ LC.! 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀ 

good deal of information but can only send that to emails addresses they have. In most cases the local 

organizations have a single point of contact.  This individual must be encouraged to cascade that information of 

all members of their group. To assist in the distribution of information any individual member of an organization 

who wants to receive the information directly should provide their email address to the Regional Vice President 

or Executive Office of the IFBA. 

 

 
May 5,2025  Second Alarm Pimlico Rd Baltimore 

 
Anchorage Alaska, Truck 1 2017 107ô Pierce 

 

 

Joseph P. Sullivan 

Vice President at Large 

Retention and Recruitment Team Leader 

703-754-4401, (c) 703-501-6602 

alt. e-mail joewho4@aol.com 

Service, Fun, Fellowship 

mailto:joewho4@aol.com
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Historical Committee 

Just in Times & Near Misses 

 

Little by little, bit by bit, lost issues and collections are being re-discovered.   People providing a few of their 

newsletters are delighted to learn that additional different issues have been scanned and that the archives are 

becoming closer to complete.  {ŀŘƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨWǳǎǘ aƛǎǎŜŘΩ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻǿƴǎƛȊŜΣ ƳƻǾŜ ƻǊ 

Ǉŀǎǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ΨWǳǎǘ ƛƴ ¢ƛƳŜΩ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

collections are needed for the archive.  Please continue searching and check with your clubΩs ΨseniorΩ members 

to see what they may have squirreled away and forgotten.  

The inspiration for the archive was to restƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƴ hǳǘΦ  hƴƭȅ мн ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

мфслΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜ-discovered.  Fire museums and SPAAMFAA members sometimes have them among their 

document collections.  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŀǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ before they disappear forever. 

The archive has already revealed little known or forgotten history about the early days of the IFBA and has 

provided first hand contemporary writings for recent historical books.  

 

 

Turn Out Committee 

 

Articles, features and photographs submitted by clubs and individuals have been tremendous.  Turn Out 

provides the long-term journal diary of significant activities and achievements by clubs beyond the brief 

momentary flash appearance on social media.  Posting to social media and submitting to Turn Out is mutually 

compatible and can be done simultaneously. Just one photo with a caption from each club is a start.  More 

contributors are being inspired and encouraged to submit.   

Reflections has been well received.  Post convention special issues have been published and are a keepsake 

of memories for the attendees and an enticement for future participants. 

The Turn Out committee continues to seek the few missing Turn Out issues from the 1950Ωs and 1960Ωs for the 

IFBA digital archive. While it is unfortunate that the original archive was misplaced, it is encouraging to see the 

occasional early issue appear for sale.  A reprint of issue number #1 was once offered at a past convention. 

Please continue to search those boxes in the attic or closet, before the grandchildren toss them to the curb.  

The Turn Out production staff is severely short-handed.  It is one attrition away from extinction.  Among the 

many talented people in the IFBA, the editorial and composition abilities to keep Turn Out going are out there.  

Please consider offering your help. 
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Please find attached the agenda, registration form, and tee shirt order form for the IFBA convention in Ottawa 

in September.  More information is available on their Facebook page.  Remember, you will need a Passport to 

travel to Canada. 

 

Fellow member,  

If you are planning on attending the 2025 IFBA convention in Ottawa in September and wish to stay in Ottawa 

for a longer period, extra nights at the convention group rate of $179. per night are available. However, to take 

advantage of this there is a procedure to follow as laid out here. 

 You must first book your stay for the convention dates of Sept 13-18 and then contact the hotel directly at 1-

613-741-2300 to request the extra day(s), before and/or after the convention dates. 

Don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions in this regard. 

Bob Rupert 

Any questions can be sent to: ifba2025@gmail.com OR bob.rupert@ifba.org 

 

mailto:ifba2025@gmail.com
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Ottawa Fire Services 
 

Department Profile  

 

The Ottawa Fire Service (OFS) is staffed with career (urban) and volunteer (paid-on-call) personnel, with a total 

of 1576 firefighters. The OFS has one (1) Fire Chief, four (4) Deputy Chiefs, four (4) Platoon Chiefs, four (4) Rural 

Sector Chiefs, five (5) Division Chiefs and Twenty (20) District Chiefs. Districts 1-5 are all full-time with the 

exception of Pump/Tank 41, Squad 41, Tank 45, Squad 45, Pump/Tank 46, Service Vehicle 46, Pump/Tank 53, 

and Squad 53 which are volunteer trucks. Districts 6-9 are staffed by volunteer firefighters. The city has 45 Fire 

Stations, 16 volunteer and 29 full-time. The urban firefighters work rotating 24-hour shifts while the volunteer 

firefighters are on-call at all times. 

 

City of Ottawa firefighters are issued tan Starfield Lion bunker gear, black leather STC Marshall fire boots, and 

traditional Cairns 1044 helmets. Black helmets with two (2) orange stripes indicates a rookie firefighter. A black 

helmet with no stripes means a senior firefighter. A red helmet can belong to a Lieutenant or Captain while a 

white helmet belongs to a Chief. The Ottawa Fire Service uses MSA FireHawk M7XT SCBA's.  

 

Apparatus is identified by a letter to identify the vehicle type, followed by a number that identifies the station 

it is housed in, for example; P12 stands for a Pumper housed at Station 12. District and Rural Sector Chiefs are 

identified with a C (standing for car) then the district number they are in, (example, C10 is the District Chief in 

District 1). If a Station has more than 1 vehicle of the same type they are numbered A & B. 

 

As of June 2025, the OFS frontline fleet consists of 39 Pumper Companies, 17 Ladder or Tower Companies, 11 

Pumper/Tanker Companies, 13 Tankers, 6 Rescues, vehicles for the Platoon Chief (C6), the 5 District Chiefs, the 

5 Rural Sector Chiefs and miscellaneous support vehicles. 

 
 

Service de Securite Incendie de Gatineau 
 

Department Profile, Sep 

 

The Service de Securite Incendie de Gatineau of today came about after the amalgamation of the various 

municipalities of the Gatineau Region in 2002. Over the following years the original 12 Casernes (fire stations) 

have been reduced to the 8 that exist today. The service operates 8 frontline pumpers, 6 pumper / tankers, 1 

rescue, 1 command unit, 4 Aerial / Tower units, 3 Chiefs Buggies, a number of water rescue and miscellaneous 

units. 
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01/13/2022 Ottawa, ON Eastway Tank Pump & Meter LTD 1995 Merivale 

1330    P24, P25, P33, P21  L24, T22    DC20 

1333 Working Fire 

1341 2nd Alarm  P34, P23, P37, P44  T33, L23  R43 

1352 3rd Alarm  P35, P22, P31, P47  T37, L44 

1441 4th Alarm  P11, P43, P12, P32  T35 

1448 5th Alarm  P56, P13, P41, P36  L11 

1659 Under Control 

Information from published media accounts and photographs 

 
CBC News 
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Conni Spellman  conni.spellman@ifba.org. 

Matt Ford    matt.ford@ifba.org 
 

 

mailto:conni.spellman@ifba.org
mailto:matt.ford@ifba.org
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Rick Conway, Vice-President, IFBA Region 1 

REGION 1 NEWSLETTER 

MAY 29, 2025 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ м ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  Lƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LC.! ŀƴŘ 

Region 1, I plan to send out a newsletter when needed.  Please send any feedback that you may have. 

 

ONE DOOR CLOSES, ANOTHER DOOR OPENS 

Carleton Winslow reports that Southern Maine Fire Notification Association has voted to disband effective June 

30.  As their membership ages, it makes it harder for them to attend meetings, membership has dropped off, 

and they are experiencing financial difficulties. 

On the other hand, please help me welcome the Central Mass Sparks Association.  They are a canteen/rehab 

based group that operates in Worcester County.  They have already hit the ground running and have quite a few 

responses under their belt.  They were voted into membership by the Executive Board earlier in the month. 

There are a couple more organizations that I am speaking with about joining. 

 

REGION 1 MEETING 

The Region 1 meeting will be held on Sunday, June 29, at the Boston Fire Museum.  Final plans are still being 

worked out, but you can at least put it on your calendar.  Tentative plans call for the museum being open 3:00-

6:00 PM, a firehouse style meal at 6:00 PM, and the meeting at 6:45 PM.  There will be a virtual component as 

well.  Further details will be sent (parking, meal cost, etc) when finalized.  Please start putting together a report 

ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘo get them about 7-10 days ahead of the meeting so I 

can distribute them.  Also, we will take nominations for Vice President.  I still have 3 years left and I am interested 

in serving again, if you want me. 

 

TURN OUT 

Please consider submitting an article for the Turn Out.  It is the IFBA newsletter.  It would be great if each 

association could put together a brief overview of the group, what activities they participate in, and maybe 

some pictures. 

They can be submitted to turnout@ifba.org  The deadline is June 15. 

mailto:turnout@ifba.org


29 
 

 

 

FIRE BUFF OF THE YEAR 

If you have a member who you think is an exceptional fire buff, do not hesitate to nominate them for Fire Buff 

of the Year.  Criteria is available at ifba.org and you can send your nominations to Executive Vice-President Steve 

Garnett at steve.garnett@ifba.org 

Deadline is June 30. 

 

NECROLOGY REPORT 

Associations should keep track of members who pass away.  Please send a list of names of members who have 

ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ǘŜǾŜ DŀǊƴŜǘǘΦ 

 

CONVENTION 

The 2025 Convention will be held in Ottawa, Ontario September 14-18.  Registration forms are available at 

ifba.org on the Convention Facebook page IFBA Ottawa/Gatineau 2025.  Register before July 15 and get the 

discounted rate! Hotel booking codes are available on the registration flyer at the website. If you are staying 

longer, shoulder rates are available by first booking your room on-line, and then calling the hotel direct.  

Remember, you need a Passport to travel to Canada.  Also, let me know who your delegate/alternate will be. 

 

WEBSITE 

The updated IFBA website is now active.  Drop in to ifba.org and check it out.  They are always looking for photos 

ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳŦŦƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦ  {ǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ м ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 

anything. 

 

Rick 

  

mailto:steve.garnett@ifba.org
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2025 We are celebrating our 50th Anniversary as a photography club. 

Thanks to all past and present members of the CT Fire Photographers Association who have kept 
the honor and tradition of fire photography alive and well. From small volunteer towns to 
ōǳǎǘƭƛƴƎ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ /Ct! ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ Řƻƴe by so many 
departments coast to coast. The membership continues to share and enjoy the Emergency & 
Fire Services while keeping our individual department's history alive. 
 
We enjoy a great mix of members - young and old, that enjoy the same hobby, learning new 
tricks of the trade, and communicating in the unique language known as buffing! 
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CFPA Early Members at a burn drill, Left to right. 

Joe Marino, Walt Malo, Joe Fitzpatrick, Jay Walsh, Alan Chaniewski 

 

Hello IFBA!!! 

 
We are very excited to share that 2025 is our 50th Anniversary as an organization.  We owe a 
ton of gratitude to the original members that started the CFPA and lead the way for so many 
years.  
  
In January this year, we had a few changes in our Officer ranks. I am honored to share that I 
have been elected as President and our new E-Board members are jumping in getting a lot of 
work done - most of it behind the scenes, but I can attest they are very busy.  Our Vice President 
is Chris Clarke, our Secretary is Greg Roberts, our Treasurer is Linda Akerman, our Social Media 
Director is Julian Tague, and our Board of Directors are Dave Kempter, Paul Shea, and Sayje 
Benjamin. 
  
Change is good, but we cannot forget our past.  Fifty years is a long time and requires a great 
deal of leadership to keep moving.  As such, I and the organization owe a debt of gratitude to 
immediate Past President Glenn Duda.  
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Having served as president for over a decade, Glenn was instrumental in expanding our 
membership both inside and outside the State of Connecticut. He also strived to keep the club 
informed of technological updates with cameras, scanners, and communication systems and 
phone apps so members could keep the club up to date of incidents happening near them as 
well as around the country. THANK YOU, Glenn!!! 
  
With the 50th Anniversary there is a lot going on! Our Vice President, Chris Clarke worked 
diligently with Jobtown Graphics to give us a very special 50th Anniversary logo (see attached). It 
boasts our proud history and captures the heart of our organization. We are also proud to 
announce the creation of a special 50th Anniversary Commemorative Book. VP Chris Clarke and 
long-time member Kevin McKeon have been spearheading this endeavor. See attached flyers 
for more information on how you can support this book during our special year - including 
advertising your own company and websites. 
  
We are also in the midsts of hosting 2 photo nights in conjunction with our 50th Anniversary. 
One to be held in Connecticut (time/date TBD) and another to held Saturday, September 13th, 
2025 in Worcester, Massachusetts. Both nights will have an elite group of guest speakers, food, 
drink, and 50/50 raffles. Members will also have their photos displayed to showcase the work 
of our special club. We are proud to announce that club member and Firehouse Magazine 
Editor-in-Chief Peter Matthews has graciously agreed to be one of the speakers at the 
September 13th Worcester event. Please see attached flyers for more information.  
  
Thanks to the efforts of so many past and current members. I truly love mixing up tradition with 
todays and tomorrow's concepts. We have a great organization made up of incredible members. 
  
Proudly their Servant Leader, 
  
Kevin E. Cooney, 
CFPA President 
KCFIRE@cox.net 
860-982-0400  
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2025 Events 

 

 
Part of the celebration We plan on having two photo nights. One will be in CT TBA and the 

second will be in Worcester MA area. Follow our Social media accounts for more information. 
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City of Newburgh's 2nd alarm that occurred late Friday evening at #74 Farrington Street. 

Photo by Bill Johnson 
 

 
2-4-25 Hardwick, third alarm private dwelling structure fire.  

Photo By Adam MacMillan 
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Methuen MA, 2nd alarm fire on Charles St, January 2025 

Photo by Kevin White 
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2/3/25 Just after 10 30 AM New Haven Firefighters responded to  

723 Quinnipiac Avenue for a reported roll over, Engine 17 arrived on scene  
and stated they had a one car rollover with one occupant still inside. 

Photo by Jack McCarthy 
 
 

 
New Britain, CT. - All Hands Fire. 130 Austin Street 2-5-25 

Photo by Michael Carenza Jr 
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Overlook Dr in Mastic Long Island NY 

Photo By John Walthers 

 

 

 
10 Tanker (N603AX) - Albuquerque, New Mexico 

1988 McDonnell Douglas DC-10-30 
Carries up to 9,400 gallon of fire retardant, Staged at Phoenix-Mesa Airport. 

Photo by Daniel Gonska 
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CT National Guard hazmat incident training in Lebanon CT. 

Photo by Joe Nanos 
 
 

 
5/2/25 2nd Alarm 41-43 Pliny ST Hartford CT 

Photo By Jim Peruta 
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On Tuesday, April 29, the Fairfield Fire Department promoted 2 Deputy Chiefs, 2 Assistant Chiefs, and 4 
Lieutenants. The following members were promoted: Asst. Chief Roger Caisse to Deputy Chief, Asst. Chief Patrick 
Barry to Deputy Chief, Lt. Robert Delmhorst to Assistant Chief, Lt. John Cronin to Assistant Chief, FF Brian Madia 
to Lieutenant, FF Dominic Cocchia to Lieutenant, FF Robert Luise to Lieutenant, and FF George Heath to 
Lieutenant. 3 members were also acknowledged for lateral transfers within the department, those members 
being: Asst. Chief John Cronin to Fire Marshal, Asst. Chief George Gomola to Asst. Chief of Training/Safety, 
Lieutenant Eric McKeon to Deputy Fire Marshal, and Lieutenant Richard Bassett to Lieutenant of Training/Safety. 

Photo By SayJe Benjamain 
 
 

 
Detroit MI. E17 stretched on a vacant church rectory going throughout.  

A 2nd alarm was struck by chief 5. Rosa Parks & W Bethune. 6-3-25. 
Photo by David Bryce 
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Wednesday, June 4, 2025 just after 7pm - 2nd Alarm ++ 

Town of Vernon, CT - 97 Prospect Street 
Photo by President, Kevin Cooney 

 

 

 
I was given the opportunity to photograph a Montgomery County Fire Academy Class 2501 live burn on April 

27. Photographing a class live burn was a dream come true and a privilege. This was a fun bunch to be around, 
and it was even better because my brother, Mateusz, was in this class. It was an experience I was happy to 

have, watching the students go through the live burn evolutions, talking to the instructors, getting a little wet, 
and feeling some heat myself. 

Photo by Regina Jelski 
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United Fire Co., Montrose - Susquehanna County, PA 

Brush 8 ("The Ocho") 1997 Stewart-Stevenson 150/500. 
CFPA Long Island member Tom Rinelli 

 
 
 

 
CFPA New Orleans member Chris Mickal was on the scene  

this morning in New Orleans, LA for a fire involving two dwellings. 
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05/08/25 New Haven, CT - Firefighters arrived to find heavy fire on the exterior on all three floors of a large 

private dwelling. There was also a severe exposure issue on the number four side. Companies were slightly 

delayed due to street conditions, but arrived quickly due to companies clearing the scene of another box. They 

were able to quickly knockdown the heavy volume of fire on the outside of the dwelling before moving interior 

and making the stop. One firefighter and one civilian were transported to the hospital with non life-threatening 

injuries.  

Photo by Glenn Duda 
 

 

 
(06-13-2025) Harwinton, Connecticut caught a job on Hill Road. This house was well involved upon arrival, and 
Harwinton was assisted by several neighboring agencies. There was also a heavy presence of Connecticut State 
Police, as there were reports of gunshots fired inside the residence prior to the place lighting up. Here are a few 
shots, including one just before they got water, and another one with first water. 

Photo by Mark Redman 
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2 sailors were killed and more than a dozen injured when the engine of the Mexican Naval Training (Tall) Ship 

"Cuauhtemoc" potentially malfunctioned - causing its upper masts to collide with the Brooklyn Bridge.  

The incident happened on the night of May 17th, 2025 while the ship was attempting to pull out of its berth at 

Pier 17 in Manhattan. The ship was being aided by a city tugboat when the tall ship began to increase speed while 

still reversing, rather than switching its engines to begin going forwards - to begin its journey out of the harbor.  

Instead, the ship continued backwards until the upper levels of its masts hit the span of the Brooklyn Bridge.  At 

the time of the incident, sailors had climbed up each of the 3 masts and were "Manning the Rails" - which is a 

maritime ceremonial tradition where crew members line up along the rails, or in this case the masts, to render 

honors. After the top parts of all 3 masts made contact with the bridge and snapped, several sailors could be seen 

dangling from wires and harnesses.  

City emergency agencies quickly responded as the ship was reported to be between the Brooklyn and Manhattan 

Bridges now closer to the Brooklyn side of the East River. FDNY officials transmitted a 2nd alarm in Manhattan 

and declared the event to be a mass casualty incident - setting up a triage center at Pier 17.  Photos from the 

scene can be seen at www.FirstDuePhotography.com 

Photo by V.P Chris Clark 

  

http://www.firstduephotography.com/
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Early years of the club 

 

 
CƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊ !ƭŀƴ /ƘŀƴƛŜǿǎƪƛΣ ŀǘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōǳǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ улΩǎ 

Photo by Jim Peruta 
 
 

 
Providence RI 

Photo by Jim Peruta 
  


