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IFIT'S HAPPENING, IT SHOULD BE SEEN

OUR MEMBERS. OUR GROUPS. OUR EVENTS. OUR HISTORY. OUR PRIDE.

PRESERVING HISTORY

cross the IFBA, our members are doing
remarkable work every day.

They are operating rehab units at emergency
scenes. Preserving  historic apparatus.
Maintaining museums and collections.
Organizing musters, parades, conventions,
training events, fundraising activities,
educational programs, and community
outreach initiatives. They are preserving the
history of the fire service while continuing to
support those who serve today.

Yet too often, those stories remain local.

The members of one group may never hear
about the accomplishments of another.
Innovative ideas, successful fundraising
efforts, restoration projects, recruitment
initiatives, museum exhibits, community
programs, and volunteer achievements are
happening throughout the organization,
but many of them never reach beyond the
local level.

The newly established IFBA Sodal Media
Committee hopes to help change that.

Our mission is simple: to help showcase the
people, groups, events, and activities that
make the IFBA what it is.

St

IN OUR COMMUNITI

This committee is not about promoting
itself. It is about promoting you.

We want to highlight the work being done
throughout the organization and create
more opportunities for members to learn
from one another, support one another, and
celebrate one another’s successes.

Do you have a museum project underway?
Have you restored an apparatus?

Does your group operate a rehab unit?

Have you organized a successful fundraiser?
Do you have a member whose dedication
deserves recognition?

Are you hosting an event, anniversary
celebration, muster, convention, open
house, or community program?

Tell us about it.

Send usyourstories, photos,announcements,
and ideas. Share your successes. Share your
challenges. Share what makes your group
unique.

The IFBA is built upon the collective efforts of
its member groups and individual members.
Every organization has knowledge,
experience, and accomplishments worth
sharing. By highlighting those stories, we
strengthen the connections between our
members and help demonstrate the value
and diversity of the IFBA community.

WHAT WE CAN SHARE?

> Event announcements

> Members spotlights

> Historical features

> Recruitment initiatives

> Community outreach
activiti

> Group anniversaries and
milestone

SEND YOUR STORIES,
PHOTOS & IDEASTO :

social@ifba.org

SHARE ON THE IFBA
FACEBOOK
COMMUNITY PAGE
Let's connect, learn and
celebrate together

SHOW THE PRIDE. SHARETHE WORK. STRENGTHEN THE COMMON GROUND

THAT HAS CONNECTED FIRE BUFFS SINCE 1953.

We look forward to hearing from you!
The IFBA Social Media Committee
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2026 1FBA CONVENTION

Embassy Suites by Hilton Nashville Airport
10 Century Blvd Nashville, Tennessee 37214

A VENTION MASHVELE Taseyg :
i FTIT s =

IFBA Conwvention — Experience the Fire Service Like Never Before in Nashwville!

Get ready to head to Music City, where the ensrgy is high, the haspitality is warm, and the fire service
community comes alive. This year's IFBA Convention in Mashwville, Tennessae brings fire buffs togather
from across the globe for & week packed with exciterment, leaming, and unforgettable behind the scemnes
HCOCEES.

This year's lineup features exchusive tours and experiences you won't find amywhere elsa. Step inside the
Tennesses Fire & Codes Academy, where you'll see firsthamnd how firefighters across the state train, drill,
gnd sharpen theair skills. Then journey to Lynchburg for a specisl visit to the world famous Jack Daniel's
Distillery, including a rare look at the Jack Daniel's Fire Brigade — one of the most unigue industrial fire
protection t2ams in the couwntryg
Back in Mashville, you'll get an insider's view of the Mashville Intermational Airport Public Safety Comphas,
inchuding their state of the art ARFF operations and the Airport’s Emergency Communications &
Emergency Operations Center. It's a chance to see how aviation fire protection and public safety come
together at one of the nation's busiest ainports.

You'll slso enjoy guided Mashville Fire Department station tours, complete with apparatus photo
opportunities festuring engines, trucks, rescues, and speacialty units that make Music City's fire service
stand out. Whethsar yvou're a8 photographer, historian, or apparatus enthusiast, this is youwr chance to
capture some unforgettable shots.

The week sl=so includes a Special Keynote Speaker delivering insight, inspiration, and fire service
pErspective wou wWorn't want to miss. Plus, attendeess can taks part ina daedicated Fire Rehab & Medical
Maonitoring Class, perfect for buffs, support teams, and anyons who wants to despen their understanding
of firefighter health, safety, and on scene support operations.

Between seminars, photo ops, and hands on experiences, you'll also get to enjoy Mashville’s legendary
food, live music, and vibrant downtoswn atmosphere. Whether yvou're here for the camaraderie, the fire
sarvice action, or the chance to experience Mashville in a8 whole new way, this is the ons event you won't

want to miss.



2026 IFBA Convention

August 23-27, 2026
Nasvhille, TN

Bring your camera, your curiosity, and your love
for the fire service — Nashville is ready for you.

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL EXTENDED
June 15, 2026 - $250.00 USD / $35100
CAD (Approx)

Spouse/Altemative Program $25000
USD / $351.00 CAD (Approx)

After June 16, 2026
Full Registration and Spouse/Alternative
$325.00 USD / $450.00 CAD (Approx)

Banquet Only Total is $85.00 USD /
$118.00 CAD (Approx)

HOTEL

Embassy Suites by Hilton Nashville
Airport

10 Century Blvd., Nashville, TN, 37214
Room Rate: $139.00(US)/$192.00(CAD
Approx.) per night

DISCOUNTED Convention Rates apply
8/20 - 8/31

*Contact Hotel for early check

in and check out

S Online Registration

*Secure parking lot—free Form
*Breakfast-Mon-
Fri-6:30-9:30am, Sat-Sun
7:00am-10:30am

*Evening Reception included -
5:00pm-6:30pm

*Restaurant is also

Convention Registration

Form By Mail

Scan this Code or Click the

Link Below to Book your

open--1:00am-10:00pm
*Bar Hours—11:00am-11:00pm

*Pool opens 6am-12 midnight Room

*Fitness Center open 24 hours/ If need be the Group Code is

day

IFB
*Airport Shuttle is 24 hours
*Box 55 will provide personal IFBA HILTON
airport shuttle as well REGISTRATION

Electronic Payments Scan the QR

If paying by check or Money Order,
Mail to:
Box 55 Association
P.0.Box 202
Madison, TN, 37116
USA
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Schedule of Events

Sunday August 23, 2026
Registration & chock n-Tpm-Spm
Hospitalty Suite Jpm-5pm
Restaurant apen Tlam-10pm

Bar open Nam-1pm

Hotod Managers
Recepton- Spm-G30pm

4pm-IHEA Excoutive Board
Mooting---meal provided for Board
Mombers

Shuttle Buses avallable to local
destnatans -Downtoan, Ryman
Auditarium, Opry Mils, Grand Old
Opry, Staton W¥—lpm-9pm.

Monday August 24, 2026

Brookfast cooked to
ceder-G:20am-Sam

Registration & chock in fam-Sam

Sam-Weolcome & Opening
Carormany

Xam-1005ham - Brook —Water,
Cattec, Soda

Wrnam-ed4dam-General
Mombership Mecting &
ARNOUNCOMENTS

Abam-1pm- Lunch on your own

1pm - 2230 pm—Koynote Spoaker—
Lt Joe Torilio, FONY Hedred

ZA0pm - 330 pm~—Rehab &
Modicad Manitoring Class

Hospitalty Suite +-9pm
Restaurant open-Tlam-10pm
Bar open Tlam-1pm

Managers Reception -5-6:30pm

Shuttie Buses 2pm-Spm-
Downtown, Ryman Audtornum, Opry
Miils, Grand Okt Opry, Station 14

Tuesday August 25, 2026

[Ereaktast cooked o
arder-6:30-830am-

H:30am-Buses depart
Ham-S:4bam NFD Statian 21
10715am-Tlam NFD Station 19
iSam-1200pm N-D Station 9

12:15-E30pm Lunch at N-D Special
Cpcrations

200pm-2:00pm NHD Fire/EMS Tranng
Acadomy

315%0m Ocepart for Hotel
f=vaning an your awn
Hospetality Sute 330-930pm
Managors Reception 5-G:30pm
Restaurant open Bam-1¥pm
Har cpen 1am-Tlpen

Shuttic Buses avalable to local
jestinations, Downtown, Ryman
Audzonum, Opry Miks, Grand Okt Opey,
Statian 4

2y August 26, 2026

reakfast cooked to order §:30am-Bam

Ham Buses dopart

g:40am-La Vergne Fire Hoadquartors
Ha0am Dopart tor Bell Buckde

10 15%am- I N State Fire Academy
I:30am Lunch Provided

l2:i5pm Depart tar Lynchburg

OOpm-Jack Danved's Hre Engade and
Distilory fowrs

330pm- dopart back ta Hotdd arrive
jappx Si5pm

fEvening on your awn
[Hospatality Sute 330pm-9:30pm
Managoers Recepton Spen-6:30pm

Hestourant opon Bam-10pm Bar opan
Marm-Tipm

Shuttic Buscs avafable to local
jJaestinations, Downtown, Ryman
Auditonum, Opry Milks, Grand Old Opry,
Station 14

Thursday August 27, 2026

Breaktast cooked 10 order
&:30am-B8:30am

8:30am Bus departs for Maunt Julet/
Wison County

Sam-WEMA Station tour and photos

10:30am Mount Juliet Station 3 lour and
Phatos

T30um-12:30pm -Lunch provided by
Wizcn County Rehab 23

12:30pm Buses depart for Nashwille
Intemaconal Alirport Publc Satety
Compiax

Jpm-Buscs depart for Hotod
Managors Heception Spm-6:30pm
4:30pm Reception/cacktall hour

€:30pm-E30pm Banguet, awards and
entertalinment

Haspotality Sute 830pm-Tipm

Alternative
[Program

Manday - Grand Cle Opry four and
Opey Mills, lunch on your own

luesday - Country Music Hall of Fame
with audio gudce, lunch on your awn.
Ihes lour can be botweon 2 and 4

hours

Wednesday- Jack Dancl's with the
jsroue

Irursday - Iroliey Tour and then spend
time downtawn, Alrpart lour/
Domenstration, Lunch on you own

Iotal per persen is same as full
registration

Aftormoons thoy are on your own.
Can alza mux and match with regular
registration

Events Monday-
Thursday

L 50/50 Drawing

Raftic Prizes

3. 1-Shirt Sales

4. Somne Statians we are wisiting sell

»

shirts, caing, and patches (they are
cash caly)

o

. Challenge Coins Sales
€. And Moro!

Haspetality Sute wik be set up to
monitar Nasvhile Cals

Hatel provides 2 adult boverage
vouchers per guast every night during
Manager recepton

NHD Persornel will provide shuttde rides
10 vanous Nashvile locatans from 4pen
ol 130pen



IFBA 2026

ANNUAL CONVENTION
REGISRATION FORM

Each Attendee needs to fill out separate form

MIHHMH%HHHIWWW“H

A CO
IFE 2026

FIRST NAME LAST NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE/PROVINCE ZIP/POSTAL CODE
EMAIL ADDRESS CELL PHOME NUMBER AND PROVIDER

IFBA AFFLIATION (Circle one)
IFBA MEMBER DELEGATE GUEST ALTERNATE/SPOUSE IFBA OFFICER
EMERGEMNCY CONTALCT

MName
Phone

Event Dates: August 23, 2026 through August 27, 2026

Address:

Embassy Suites by Hilton Nashville Airport
10 Century Blvd, Nashville, TN 37214
Phone- 615-522-5440

Contact us at IFBA2026NASH@Box55.0rg

Page |1
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BANQUET Meal Selection (Circle One)
BEEF CHICKEN FISH

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS/ ALLERGIES

TRAVEL (circle one)
ARRIVING VIA CAR FLYING BUS

Registration Type (Circle one)

Per Person Before June 1, 2026 - $250.00 USD § $351.00 CAD {Approx)
SpousefAlternative Program $250.00 USD  $351.00 CAD (Approx)

After June 1. 2026
Full Registration and Spouse/Alternative - $325.00 USD / $450.00 CAD (Approx)

Banquet Only - 585.00 USD / $118.00 CAD {Approx)

If paying by Check/Money Order, PLEASE ensure funds are in USD##s*
Please mail to:

Box 55 Association

P.0. Box 202

Madison, TN 37116

To pay online please 5can the QR for Paypal at the end of packet

Full Registration  Alt/ Spouse Banquet Only

T-Shirts

One shirt will be included in registration

5 M L XL ZXL IXL 4XL

Confidential and Optional
Any Emergency, Safety, or Mobility Concerns we need to know about?

Please return pages 1 and 2. Include registration payment if paying by Check/Money.
The rest of the packet please keep for you records

Page | 2
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"HENRY N. WILWERS" FIRE BUFF OF THE YEAR. AWARD

The Fire Buff of the Year™ Award, as it was first known, was established in 5t Louis in 1967 to honar
the manor woman who best exemplifies the gualities that distinguish a Fire Buff's outstanding
achiewements in the intzrests of the IFBA andfor the avacation of Fire Buffing. It has been awarded
annually since that time. In April 1576 the name of the Award was changed to further honor its first
recipient, Henry M. "Hank” Wilwers,

Ay Active Member Group or Assodiate Member may nominate a member of an IFBA Member Group
or an Associate Member to receive the honor, Mominations must be made, in writing, to the
Exscutive Office, as described in the attached better,

Thare are no specific "gqualfications” or “standards” that must be met, The Committes considers
[among other attributes): servica to the IFBA, service to the local buff cub or dubs, service oo local
fire departments or agendies, service to national fire zgencies, assistance to the fire service
community in general. The "key word™ is, of course, "service®. A simple resume, supported by
letters of recommendation, is all that is required by the Committes.

If a nominee is not selected, this does not signify a "pink slip” rejection for all time. It simply resuls
from the fact that only one candidate is chosen annually, Should the nominator(s) wish a nomines to
be re-considered the next year (or at a later date], a letter to that effect i the only requirement (all
files are maintzined for 2 number of years), The Committee does not automatically review these files

each year — a re-nomination must be made.

The Committes protects the confidentizlity of its deliterations and the identity of the honores & not
made public wntil the Award Caremony at the annual convention banguet, nor does the Committes
divulge the rationale for its selection, beyond the bicgraphical data presented at the banguet, when
all present learn of the accomplishments of the Award winner,

We would Eke to urge 2l IFEA Regional Vice Presidents and Member Group officers to make their
constituents more aware of this fine opportunity to honor one of their own with this prestigiows Award,
Therz arz many [FBA'ers who are qualifizd to join the previous honorees that have been recognized
for their achievements,
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IFBA Club Website Recognition Award
General Criteria

In an effort to encourage new IFBA Club Websites, and recognize those already in operation,
the following guidelines are suggested to be used as the basis of an award.

1. Home Page
a. Goals and Mission statement of the Club
b. Current Club Officers
c. Appropriate Club and Affiliated Organizations logos
Club history
Membership
a. General requirements/obligations
b. Printable/electronic membership application
c. Number of members
4. Home Fire Department(s)
a. History
b. Apparatus and Station locations
c. Current runs/statistics
5. Key Radio Frequencies in use in the area
6. Club Statistics
a. If operate a canteen, current run numbers
b. If sponsor a museum, number of visitors, hours of operation, type of exhibits, etc.
c. If give awards, what kind, criteria used, recent winners
7. Calendar of upcoming local, club and IFBA events
8. Abundant photos of Club, Fire Dep't., IFBA activities, etc. throughout the site
9. Links to other Fire Buff/IFBA sites
10. Ease of navigating the website
11. Evidence that the website is kept current

wN

Any Club interested in being considered must self-nominate for this recognition. Others can
also suggest club websites, and they will be considered as well. Note that the IFBA will not
actively review Club websites; it is the Club’s responsibilities to make the initial nomination.

All nominations should be directed to either: )

Conni Spellmanconni.spellman@ifba.org
Matt Ford matt.ford@ifba.org

no later than February 15, so that there is adequate time to evaluate the website prior to the
next IFBA Convention. Modification to this deadline may be made at the discretion of the
Website Award Committee.

If a Club would like to be considered for this award, but for certain club specific reasons they do
not include any of the above listed criteria, they should indicate this in their nomination request.
We do not want to penalize any club for not including information, if there is a valid reason.

This award will be “virtual." The winner will be noted on the IFBA Website, and the winner will
be encouraged to include proper notation on their website, club stationary, etc.
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Newsletter of the Leather Helmet Society Fire Buff Club of New Hampshire

IFBA Region 1 Member
Spring 2026 Issue

The Leather Helmet Society Fire Buff Club held its last two regular meetings on Wednesday February 20,
2026 at Station 2 in Nashua, N.H. and Wednesday April 15, 2026 at the Nashua Firefighters Local 789
Union Hall in downtown Nashua.

February 20, 2026 meeting in Nashua:

The evenings speaker was Nashua Fire Rescue Deputy Chief Kevin Kerrigan, a 38-vear veteran of the
department His presentation was on the details of the 6-alarm fire scene that took place in several
residential/commercial buildings on December 1, 2025 (@ 6:30 am in downtown Nashua. An excellent
program, thank you Chief Kerrigan.

All photos of the fire scene were taken by LHS Member/Photographer Dave Morin.

We thank Fire Chief Buxton for the use of the Nashua Fire Rescue Station 2 conference room tonight.

April 15, 2026 meeting in Nashua:

The evenings speaker was Rick Conway, retired Nashua, N.H. Fire-Rescue Captain, IFBA Region 1 V.P.,
and Member of the LHS, the Box 52 Association and Boston Sparks Association fire buff clubs.

He shared slides and discussed the history of firehouses within the city of Boston, Massachusetts.

Rick included old firehouses that have been razed, others that have been refurbished into commercial and
residential properties and others that sit idle and crumbling.

A very informative presentation for the 12 members & guests in attendance, thank vou Eick!

NEWILHS MEMBERS...
Welcome, fire buff Jim Livermore of Nashua, N.H. and retired Townsend, Ma. firefighter Brian Borneman
of Townsend., Ma.

The Leather Helmet Society now has 49 Members!

The Leather Helmet Society Fire Buff Club held its dnnunal Christinas Party on Sunday December 7, 2025
at Ollie's Restaurant in Manchester, N.H. with 31 members & guests in attendance. A jovous time was

had by all. Great to see everyone, with members coming up from New Jersey and Virginia to join ns!
Fuu, Food, Fellowship, F:retm::ks & Beverages...




A Great Holiday gathering!!




ebruary 2026 Meeting (@ Nashua Fire Rescue Station 2...
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April 2026 Meeting @ Nashua Firefighters Local 789 Union Hall...

New Nashua Fire Rescue Ladder 1 and Engine 2
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Fire Apparatus/Fire Scene Photos by LHS Members...




Lowell, Ma. F.D. Apgaratus




n - 4-Alarms @ 440 Amherst Street...

Explosio

or Natural Gas Leak &

- Maj







Medford, Ma...

Nashua, N.H. Fire @ Kinsley & Vine Streets Yes, Nashua has been very busy the past several months!

Uﬁ—r'*

= \,.lgd.
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Manchester, N.H. - 3-Alarm Fire @ 136-138 Beech Street...
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The onh TDA in Alaska has been sold to the Norwood Ohio F.D. and replaced b\ a Rosenbauer RMA

Photo credits: Dave Morin, Jim Peruta, Bob Fitz, Jr., Damien Danis, Dave Traiforos, Kevin White
Charlie Tentas and misc. others.

If you take any fire-related photos, email them to cinlftas@comcast.net for use in a future SA Newsletter.

Mark Your Calendars...

June Meeting will be (@ the Milford, N.H. firehouse, details to follow via e-mail.
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2026 Fireground Action
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January 1, 2026 -3 alarm 567 Union ST Manchester NH

February 2, 2026 -4" Alarm 440 Amherst ST Nashua NH
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February 5,2026 General Alarm 685 Bridge ST Lowell MA
36
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February 13, 2026 -Working Fire 9 Justin CT Londonderry NH
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May 20, 2026-Working fire 426 Union ST Manchester NH
38
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