
  





   



 



     



BOARDS and COMMITTEES 
 2020/2021 

 

CFSI / Publicity Chair 

publicity@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Vito Maggiolo maggiolv@gmail.com  

 

Constitution & By-laws 

bylaws@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Dennis Ahrens, Chair dennis.ahrens@ifba.org  

Mark Cohen mc41853@live.com  

Michael Quinn M1968Q@aol.com  

 

 

Convention/Education 

convention@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ken Beliveau, Chair ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Dennis Ahrens dennis.ahrens@ifba.org  

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Rick Cutts 
lynnfao@juno.com & 
 rick.cutts@ifba.org 

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Steve Korb rvaflyingsquad@gmail.com  

Vickie Mokros vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Frank Novak fnovak53@yahoo.com  

Joe Sullivan joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Board 

execboard@ifba.org 

• President,                          CAROLYN WIGNALL 

• Chairman of the Board       PAUL SCHAETZLE 

• First Vice President            STEVE GARNETT  

• Second Vice President       RENE BOUGIE  

• Immediate Past President  RICK SHORT  

• Executive Vice President   WALLY BANKS 

• Treasurer                           PAUL SCHAETZLE 

• Secretary                           GERARD MAHONEY 

• Vice President Region  1    KEN BELIVEAU 

• Vice President Region  3   STEVE KORB  

• Vice President Region  5   TOM MCDONALD 

• Vice President Region  6   BOB RISTIC  

• Vice President Region  7   BOB BOWERS 

• Vice President Region  9   IRA COHEN 

• Vice President Region 10  STEVE GARNETT 

• Vice President Region 11  DAVE WILLIAMS 

• Vice President at Large     JOE SULLIVAN 

• Director of Publicity           STUART NATHAN 

Finance 

finance@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stephen Fickenscher stephen.fickenscher@ifba.org  

Carolyn Wignall ladyfirefly_911@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Fire & Life Safety 

lifesafety@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Gerard Mahoney, Ch gerard.mahoney@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Fire Buff of the Year 

fboy@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Ed McMichael edmcm@yahoo.com  

Tom Pelaia tbone1019@comcast.net  
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History 

historical@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ignatius Kapalczynski, 
Chair ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org  

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org 

Chris Kelley mweelin@comcast.net  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

 

Information Technology 

it@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ian Duke, Chair ian.duke@ifba.org  

Thomas Bilbrey thomas.bilbrey@ifba.org  

Cody Daniels cody.daniels@ifba.org  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Conni Spellman auntconni@hotmail.com  

 

Insurance 

insurance@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Paul Schaetzle, Chair paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Past Presidents 

pastpresidents@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Vickie Mokros, Chair vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Gerard Mahoney gerard.mahoney@ifba.org  

Tom McDonald tmcfire@aol.com  

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

 

 

Recruitment & Retention 

join@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Joe Sullivan, Chair joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Chris Oliphant chris.oliphant@ifba.org  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Resource Committee 

resource@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ira Cohen, Chair ira.cohen@ifba.org  

Karl Brummett 
kbrummett@suddenlink.net  
& karl.brummett@ifba.org 

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Jerry Traub indybuff1@gmail.com  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Gary Wignall thewignalls@sympatico.ca  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Turn Out Magazine 

turnout@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Steve Garnett, Chair steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Mike DeWalt mike.dewalt@ifba.org  

Ignatius Kapalczynski ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org  

 

Membership and Organization Business – 

executiveoffice@ifba.org 
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Who Are We? 

Fire Buffs and the IFBA 

 

An Introduction 

Most people have specialized interests and passions through the course of their lives. Some individuals affiliate 

their interests with the fire service in general or with particular fire departments. Their interest is often expressed 

by supportive activities such as photography, historical preservation, fire ground rehabilitation services, antique 

fire apparatus restoration, friendship and camaraderie with active firefighters. 

 

Individuals known for such interests and activities are called fire buffs. This is not a title but rather a description 

of the person and their activities. Like-minded individuals get to know each other when they recognize each other 

at fire incidents and fire department functions. Historically, this has resulted in the formation of fire buff clubs. 

These clubs pool their resources to establish canteen services, rehab units, photography units, and fire museums 

among many such activities. 

 

In 1953, locally centered buff clubs began to network on a national and international level with the creation of 

the International Fire Buff Associates. This umbrella organization enables individual clubs to interact, share ideas, 

visit other clubs and departments beyond their own neighborhood and in general foster relationships among fire 

buffs on a larger scale. The IFBA sponsors regional meetings and activities among clubs, and an annual 

organization-wide national convention that is hosted in different cities in the US and Canada. Contact among 

clubs and members is supported by regional vice presidents, Turn Out magazine, club newsletters, and through 

the hospitality of NYCFire.net forums. The IFBA provides guidance and support to existing clubs and aids in the 

organization of new local clubs. 

 

The IFBA’s fundamental purpose is to foster ‘Fun, Fellowship, and Fire Trucks.’ 

 

Information about the IFBA, membership, conventions, and organizational guidance can be found on the website 

or by contacting a regional vice president. All are welcome. 

  

IFBA.org 

 

 



 

NYCFire.net/Forums  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

IFBA Online Store 
 

 
 

Shop embroidered IFBA swag, delivered right to your doorstep! 

 

We welcome you to visit our online shopping store.  Search no further if you are looking to spice up your 

wardrobe !!  We offer a wide variety of swag such as: short sleeve polo, long sleeve fleece shirt, baseball caps, 

spring/fall jackets, golf towel or even a beach towel and so much more.  Many styles and colors to choose from 

and all items are embroidered.  

The online store offers a wide range of IFBA products so come have a looksie !!! 

Visit us at:  www.ifbastore.qbstores.com  

Safe, secure online shopping. 
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                                            Office of the Vice President at Large 
         Joseph P. Sullivan 

 

 

April 11, 2021 

 

Report of the Vice President at Large for the Spring Board Meeting of May 1, 2021 

 

Due to work considerations this report is being prepared about three weeks prior to the scheduled Board 

Meeting.  Modifications will be reported verbally as needed at the meeting. 

The Report is presented in bullet format with points expanded on as appropriate. The order is by no means 

one of priority or chronology. 

 

- Buffed Baltimore with Buffs from Illinois, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, and Maryland. 

o Visited the Fie Museum of Maryland 4 times with most of the people I buffed Baltimore with. 

o Many of the buffing tours included visits to the 414 Museum. 

o I also had the opportunity to buff a working fire around the corner from The Anne Arundel 

Alarmers quarters and took the opportunity to visit with the membership of the AAA. 

- Attended the SPAAMFAA  Winter event in York Pa. 

o Met with Past President Mark Platek 

o Distributed IFBA information and applications. 

- Met with several members of the National Fire Heritage Center. 

- Handled hundreds of phone calls and emails. 

- Scheduled to buff Boston and Providence in late April with hopes of visiting with various members of 

local IFBA clubs.  Visited with the President of the Boston Sparks, Box 52 and buffed with some 

CONVENTION MEN.  Also met with the Friday Night crew of the Providence Canteen. 

- Hope to attend at least virtually as many Regional meeting as practical. 

- Met on several occasions with Region 3 VP Korb 

o Visited old Engine 17 in Richmond that the Flying Squad has recently taken possession of. 

o Began very early planning for the 2024 convention. 

o Discussed several Region 3 IFBA applicants 

o Brought VP Korb up to speed on Region 3 key people and practices. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Developed and submitted a position paper on the benefits of being a member of the IFBA at the 

request of the EVP. 

- Requested to attend, at least virtually, as many committee meeting as possible. Only got responses 

from the C/BL and Convention Committees. 

- Presented a proposed “Board Meeting Etiquette” paper to the EVP. 

- Developed and submitted a Job Description for the Vice President at Large Position. 

- Attended virtual club meetings in Atlanta, Washington, D.C, Boston, Providence and with the 

NYCFires.net group. 

- Committee Work 

o R and R Team Lead  

▪ A full report has been submitted. 

▪ Assisted with retention issues. 

▪ Continued aggressive recruitment. 

o C/BL 

▪ Assisted in writing an Harassment Policy 

o Convention 

▪ Attended virtual committee meeting. 

▪ Met with VP Korb as previously noted. 

▪ Met with principals from Mass. SPAAMFAA about 2022 joint event. 

- Plans for balance of 2021-2022 term. 

o Attend Regional, Committee and Club meetings as practical. 

o Attend Philadelphia Second Alarmers 100 Anniversary event in October. 

o Attend IFBA Convention in Ottawa in September. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Joseph P. Sullivan 

Vice President at Large 
  



 

                                            Retention and Recruitment 
                                               Engaging our Future  
 

 

To: Chairman, President, EVP and Board of Directors 

Ref: Spring Board Meeting Report of the Retention and Recruitment Committee 

Prepared: April 11, 2021 

Team Members: Executive Vice President Wally Banks, Vice President at Large Joseph Sullivan, Regional Vice 
Presidents Ken Beliveau and Dave Williams, Application Coordinator Chris Oliphant 
 
Despite the Covid 19 situation the Retention and Recruitment Team has continued to reach out to potential members, 
both at the club and individual level.  Applications have been made available online, and if anyone requests one 
from an IFBA member the requesting party should be provided one with all due haste. Please be sure to advise the 

applicant of the current dues structure. If there are issues in providing an application, please let the R and R Team 
know.   

-  The Team met virtually on January 23, 2021. The notes from this meeting are attached.       

-  Brochure 

o Through the continued efforts of Cody Daniels, Ian Duke Paul Schaetzle and Bob Bowers an updated 

brochure has been produced and will be printed when the need arises. The printing should take 

place prior to the next in person Convention. Anyone needing brochures should contact VP Sullivan 

▪ A budget item for funds to print professional print the brochures has 

been submitted. 

-  11 inquiries have been received and process as follows: 

o Region 1    - 0 

o Region 3     -4    The Regional VP is working with a group in Petersburg, Va. 

o Region 5      -0 

o Region 6      -2  1 of which is a potential club in Southwest Missouri 

o Region 7     -0 

o Region 9     -3   1 of which is a canteen group in the Passaic area. 

o Region 10   -1   Note this interested party is in British Columbia and when the time is right, it may 

well be best that a combined effort between Region 10 and a group in the Seattle area will be needed, 

due to travel considerations. 

o Region 11   -1 

• When an inquiry is received the inquiring party is contacted and information is 

forwarded to the Regional VP for follow-up and action. 

• Regional Vice Presidents may get requests and handle them expeditiously  without 

the involvement of the R and R Team.  This is perfectly acceptable and in fact 

preferable. It is requested that the R and R Team be advised of application that are 

distributed, for tracking purposes.   

 
 

 

 

 



- Challenges/Opportunities:  

o Several members of the National Fire Heritage Center have inquired and/or applied for membership 

in the IFBA. We will continue to work with and assist these potential IFBA members.   

o Aggressively work with interested groups in Missouri and New Jersey that have expressed interest 

in IFBA membership. Additional information will be provided by the Regional VP. 

o Since the last report 2 longtime IFBA Member clubs have questioned the value of belonging to the 

IFBA. 

• The first one was in Region 3. VP. Korb and VP Sullivan quickly investigated and 

resolved the issue. 

• The second one is in Region 6. The issue was appropriately delegated to the Region 6 

VP in January 2021.  As of this writing it is believed the Regional VP has not addressed 

the issue or contacted the club.  Fortunately, Chairman Schaetzle, IT Chair Ian Duke 

and VP at Large Sullivan have reached out to the club and it appears the issues will 

be resolved. It has been suggested to the Region 6 VP that he work to arrange for the 

IFBA to participate in that clubs April 21,2021 meeting.  As of 1544 hrs. on April 29, 

2021 no additional information has been received. 

 

- GOALS 

o Continue To recruit with the Committee standing ready to assist in any way. 

o Browse the electronic media for persons and organizations that fit the profile of a “Fire Buff” 

o Encourage the Regional Vice Presidents to look for new members in their geographic area.” 

o Maintain the application as appropriate and verify that the most recent changes are effective, 

efficient, and included in the application.  Application Coordinator Oliphant has suggested that in 

concert with the IT committee we provide an updated application on the Web Site and the application 

be such that the applicant can type their information into the report.  At this time the R and R does 

not have access to modify the application. 

o Attempt to garner additional participation from some of the more active buff clubs, that do not 

participate much with the IFBA. Examples are the Philadelphia Second Alarmers, Fire Bell Club of 

New York and the South Florida group.  

o Continue to attend the virtual NYCFires Kitchen Round Table events and develop a strategy to partner 

with this website to promote the IFBA.  At the most recent virtual meeting, at least 25% of the 

attendees were IFBA members. (4/29/21 Update. Iggy and a member of the MFA in Atlanta who is 

retired from FDNY, have some solid ideas, that the R and R Team will begin to coordinate) 

o Finish and publish the updated “Code of Fire Buffing.”  

o Develop a Power Point presentation answering the questions “Why Belong to the IFBA”.  Again, 

Chairman Schaetzle has provided a solid foundation upon which to build. 

The R and R Team continues to thank Cody Daniels, Ian Duke and Paul Schaetzle for their support. 

Any IFBA member interested in becoming a Team Member on the IFBA Team, please contact the Executive Vice 
President.  We welcome enthusiastic newcomers. 

 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
Joseph P. Sullivan 
Vice President at Large/ R and R Chair 

  



  



 



Lapsed IFBA Clubs 

(REGION 1 – New England NE) 

Tapper Club of Boston 

Central CT Fire Buffs 

Citywide Communications 

Connecticut Special Signal Assn 

Hartford Citywide Radio Assn 

Middlesex County FirefighterNetwork 

Norfolk County Firefighters & Fire Wardens Assn 

Worcester West Forest Wardens 

Box 25 Club, Saugus 

Box 41, Lynn 

Tac-9 Radio/Paging  

  

(REGION 2 – 2008 NYC) 

255 Fire Club Inc, Brooklyn 

Fire Bell Club of Buffalo  

Signal 6-6 Club Assn of Aux Firemen of NYC 

Signal 7-7 Fire Club NYC 

Signal 8-8 Fire Buff Club Inc, Staten Island 

Third Alarm Assoc, NYC 

Box 700 Assoc, Broad Channel 

Hardware City Box 5 New Britain 

Box 22 Associates, New Haven 

Fairchester Hose Haulers Assoc 

New York Central Radio System

 

(REGION 3 – Mid Atlantic, DelMarVa) 

Central Alarmers Baltimore County 

Ladies Aux Box 414-1957 

Pompier Club, Baltimore 

Central Pennsylvania Fire Buff Assn 

Tidewater Fire Photographers Assn 

  

(REGION 4 – N Central) 

321 Association, Grand Rapids 

Box 12 Associates – Detroit 

Box 27 Associates 

Central Ohio Fire Buff Associates 

Detroit Fire Buffs Assoc 

Fire Notification Network of Michigan 

Fire Page Columbus 

Western Reserve Fire Buffs Assn  

Box 65 Assoc, Bay City, MI 

Grand Rapids Metropolitan Fire Buffs Assn 

  

(REGION 5 – S Central) 

America 76 Hose Co, Houston 

Central Florida Fire Buffs, Orlando 

Dallas Emergency Corps 

Firefighting Historical Society, Metairie 

Greater Miami Code One Assn 

Nashville Fire Buffs 

Box 3432 Fire Buff Club, OKC 

Chimneyville Fire Buffs Assn,Jackson,MS 

Tulsa Fire Buff Assn 

Wichita Sedgwick County Fire Reserve 

Greater Houston Fire Buffs 

International Fire Photographers Association 

 

(REGION 6 – Mid West N) 

Brookfield Fire Associates, WI 

Chicago Fire Fans Assn 

10-87 Club of Rockford 

Burlington Third Alarmers 

Wauwatosa Fire Reserves 

 



(REGION 7 - 1968 – Pacific Coast SW) 

2-11 Fire Buffs Assoc of Phoenix 

6-6 Fire Buff Club of Arizona 

Mission Valley Fire Associates 

Mountain NewsNet 

Peninsula Fire Buff Club, CA 

Riverside Area Fire Buffs 

Denver Fire Buffs 

Pioneer H&L Co, San Diego 

St Francis H&L Society, San Francisco 

 

(REGION 8 – 2012 Mid West Central) 

Box 8 Club of Saint Louis 

Box 13 Associates, Cincinnati 

Extra Alarm Fire Assoc, Cincinnati 

Central Ohio Fire Buff Associates 

Wichita Fire Reserve 

Indianapolis 2nd Alarm Buffs 

Pioneer H&L, Omaha 

Music City Pompier Club-Nashville 

Western Reserve Fire Buffs 

 

(REGION 9 – Mid Atlantic Jersey PA) 

10-86 Club of Hoboken 

Antique Fire Association of New Jersey 

Atlantic City Fire Reserves 

Central Pennsylvania Fire Buff Assoc 

Moyamensing Fire Club, Chester, PA 

Delaware Valley Fire Buffs Assoc 

Fire Apparatus Model Builders 

FireCom Emergency Radio of New Jersey 

Signal 22 Assn – Trenton 

South Jersey Fire Buffs, Camden 

South Orange Fire Auxiliary 

Union Historical Fire Society 

Willow Grove 2nd Alarmers 

 

(REGION 10 – Canada AK HI) 

Box 12 Association Toronto 

Box 690 Canteen, Waterloo 

Regional Niagara Fire Buffs 

Lakeshore Fire Buffs Assoc 

 

Hawaii Fire Buffs Assoc 

Historic Fire Engine Assn of Australia 

Visiting Fireman 

Greater Essex Fire Brigade 

(REGION 11 – Atlantic SE) 

Broward Assn for the Relief of Firefighters 

Florida Antique Bucket Brigade 

Central Florida Fire Buffs 
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“HENRY N. WILWERS” FIRE BUFF OF THE YEAR AWARD 

The “Fire Buff of the Year” Award, as it was first known, was established in St. Louis in 1967 to honor the man 
or woman who best exemplifies the qualities that distinguish a Fire Buff’s outstanding achievements in the 
interests of the IFBA and/or the avocation of Fire Buffing.  It has been awarded annually since that time.  In 
April 1976 the name of the Award was changed to further honor its first recipient, Henry N. “Hank” Wilwers. 
 
Any Active Member Group or Associate Member may nominate a member of an IFBA Member Group or an 
Associate Member to receive the honor.  Nominations must be made, in writing, to the Executive Office, as 
described in the attached letter. 
 
There are no specific “qualifications” or “standards” that must be met.  The Committee considers (among 
other attributes): service to the IFBA, service to the local buff club or clubs, service to local fire departments or 
agencies, service to national fire agencies, assistance to the fire service community in general.  The “key word” 
is, of course, “service”.  A simple resume, supported by letters of recommendation, is all that is required by 
the Committee. 

If a nominee is not selected, this does not signify a “pink slip” rejection for all time.  It simply results from the 
fact that only one candidate is chosen annually.  Should the nominator(s) wish a nominee to be re-considered 
the next year (or at a later date), a letter to that effect is the only requirement (all files are maintained for a 
number of years).  

The Committee does not automatically review these files each year – a re-nomination must be made. 
 

The Committee protects the confidentiality of its deliberations and the identity of the honoree is not made 
public until the Award Ceremony at the annual convention banquet, nor does the Committee divulge the 
rationale for its selection, beyond the biographical data presented at the banquet, when all present learn of 
the accomplishments of the Award winner. 
 

We would like to urge all IFBA Regional Vice Presidents and Member Group officers to make their constituents 
more aware of this fine opportunity to honor one of their own with this prestigious Award.  There are many 
IFBA’ers who are qualified to join the previous honorees that have been recognized for their achievements. 
 

Rev022311 
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