
 





 



 

 



  



 

BOARDS and COMMITTEES 
 2021/2022 

 

CFSI / Publicity Chair 

publicity@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Vito Maggiolo maggiolv@gmail.com  

 

Constitution & By-laws 

bylaws@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Dennis Ahrens, Chair dennis.ahrens@ifba.org  

Mark Cohen mc41853@live.com  

Michael Quinn M1968Q@aol.com  

 

 

Convention/Education 

convention@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ken Beliveau, Chair ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Dennis Ahrens dennis.ahrens@ifba.org  

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Rick Cutts 
lynnfao@juno.com & 
 rick.cutts@ifba.org 

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Steve Korb rvaflyingsquad@gmail.com  

Vickie Mokros vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Frank Novak fnovak53@yahoo.com  

Joe Sullivan joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Board 

execboard@ifba.org 

• President,                          CAROLYN WIGNALL 

• Chairman of the Board       PAUL SCHAETZLE 

• First Vice President            STEVE GARNETT  

• Second Vice President       RENE BOUGIE  

• Immediate Past President  RICK SHORT  

• Executive Vice President   WALLY BANKS 

• Treasurer                           PAUL SCHAETZLE 

• Secretary                           GERARD MAHONEY 

• Vice President Region  1   KEN BELIVEAU 

• Vice President Region  3   STEVE KORB  

• Vice President Region  5   TOM MCDONALD 

• Vice President Region  6   DENNIS AHRENS  

• Vice President Region  7   BOB BOWERS 

• Vice President Region  9   IRA COHEN 

• Vice President Region 10  STEVE GARNETT 

• Vice President Region 11  DAVE WILLIAMS 

• Vice President at Large     JOE SULLIVAN 

• Director of Publicity           STUART NATHAN 

Finance 

finance@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stephen Fickenscher stephen.fickenscher@ifba.org  

Carolyn Wignall ladyfirefly_911@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Fire & Life Safety 

lifesafety@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Gerard Mahoney, Ch gerard.mahoney@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Fire Buff of the Year 

fboy@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  
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Ed McMichael edmcm@yahoo.com  

Tom Pelaia tbone1019@comcast.net  

 

Historical 
historical@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Steve Garnett, CoChair steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Ignatius Kapalczynski ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org 

Chris Kelley mweelin@comcast.net  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

 

Information Technology 

it@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ian Duke, Chair ian.duke@ifba.org  

Thomas Bilbrey thomas.bilbrey@ifba.org  

Cody Daniels cody.daniels@ifba.org  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Conni Spellman auntconni@hotmail.com  

 

Insurance 

insurance@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Paul Schaetzle, Chair paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Past Presidents 

pastpresidents@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Vickie Mokros, Chair vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Gerard Mahoney gerard.mahoney@ifba.org  

Tom McDonald tmcfire@aol.com  

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

 

 

 

Recruitment & Retention 

join@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Joe Sullivan, Chair joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Chris Oliphant chris.oliphant@ifba.org  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Resource Committee 

resource@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ira Cohen, Chair ira.cohen@ifba.org  

Karl Brummett 
kbrummett@suddenlink.net  
& karl.brummett@ifba.org 

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Jerry Traub indybuff1@gmail.com  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Gary Wignall thewignalls@sympatico.ca  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Turn Out Magazine 

turnout@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Steve Garnett, Chair steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Mike DeWalt mike.dewalt@ifba.org  

Ignatius Kapalczynski ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org  

 

Membership and Organization Business – 

executiveoffice@ifba.org 
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September 11, 2021 

 

International Fire Buff Associates, Inc. 

Annual Executive Board Meeting 

 

Subject: IFBA President’s Report 

 

Dear Fellow Fire Buffs,  

 

Unfortunately this year the IFBA 2021 Ottawa/Gatineau Convention Committee had to make the difficult 

decision to cancel the 2021 Convention.  I want to thank everyone on the Convention Committee for their hard 

work and commitment especially during uncertain times related to Covid 19.  With numerous government and 

local restrictions as well as border closures it was the appropriate decision to make.  On the positive side, all 

the hard work will not be in vain we have bid for Ottawa/Gatineau in 2025. 

 

I have not been able to travel to various in-person IFBA events this year due to provincial lockdowns 

and the border closure however I have tried to attend virtual meetings and offer assistance as much as I could.  

I would also like to commend the IFBA Executive, Committees and Member Clubs for persevering these past 

18 months.  It shows the true dedication that our members have to the fire service. 

 

It has been an honor to serve the IFBA as President again and I look forward to continuing to serve on 

various committees in the future.  Hope to see everyone in Woburn, MA next year. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carolyn Franz Wignall 

2021 IFBA President 
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Executive Office  

International Fire Buff Associates, Inc.,  

3413 Briarcliff Court South, 

Irving, Texas 75062 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  

VIDEO CONFERENCE 

September 12, 2021 7 p.m. E.D.S.T. 

DRAFT AGENDA 

 

Call to Order 

 

Roll Call  

 

Chairman Schaetzle welcome of guests. 

 

President’s Report    Carolyn Wignall 

 

Treasurer’s Report    Paul Schaetzle 

 

Executive Vice President   Wally Banks 

 

Reports of Committees 

 

CFSI/Publicity     Stuart Nathan 

 

Constitution and By-Laws   Dennis Ahrens 

  

Convention/Education    Ken Beliveau 

 

Finance      Stephen Fickenscher 

 

Fire & Life Safety    Gerard Mahoney 

 

Fire Buff of the Year    Stuart Nathan 

 

Historical     

 

Information Technology    Ian Duke 

 

Insurance     Paul Schaetzle 

 

Newsletter / Social Media Award  Conni Spellman 

 

Past Presidents     Vickie Mokros 

 

Recruitment & Retention   Joe Sullivan 

 

  Applicants 

 

Resource     Ira Cohen 

 

Turn Out Magazine    Steve Garnett 
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Convention Reports 

 
Ottawa   2021 

 

Joint SPAAMFAA 2022 

 

Milwaukee  2023 

 

Richmond  2024 

 

Ottawa   2025 

 

Future Conventions???????? 

 

Elections 

 

 Declaration of an Emergency due to the Pandemic and moving the Annual Business meeting to November 13, 

2021 at noon EDST to be held by video conference. 

 

 Election of Vice President at Large. 

 

 Election of Director of Publicity. 

 

Other Matters 

 

Good and welfare 

 

Adjournment 
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2021 Report from Director of Publicity 

Several IFBA clubs (in particular Second Alarmers in Philadelphia, Box 55 in Nashville, and the 

Richmond Flying Squad) have recently received favorable publicity through local media 

outlets.  The best opportunities for publicity seem to be on the local level at the time of major 

fires or incidents where canteens or rehab units are present.    See the link below for the story 

about the Richmond Flying Squad.  Clubs should try to take advantage of these opportunities 

and also use them, where appropriate, for fund raising efforts. 

We have not received any reports of negative publicity that required attention.  We continue 

to participate with the National Fire Heritage Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  The NFHC is 

currently in the process of digitizing its collection of several thousand items of written fire 

materials and making them available on line through a website pastperfect-online.com. There 

are already several fire museums whose collections are available through this website.  

As I always do, I will reach reach out to national fire service publications to promote our 2022 

convention in the Boston area. 

https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/how-this-group-of-volunteers-is-helping-

firefighters-its-my-way-of-giving-back 

Stuart M. Nathan 

 

Exec VP Banks,  

The report of the Constitution & By-Laws Committee is as follows:  

1. Wrote new policy regarding Harassment.   

2. Wrote a addition to the Constitution & By-Laws regarding Article VIII: Meetings. This would 
allow a Club to request to hold a convention at a time other than what is allowed under Article 
VIII, with the Executive Board approval.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Dennis Ahrens  

Chairman  
Constitution & By-Laws  
 

 

https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/how-this-group-of-volunteers-is-helping-firefighters-its-my-way-of-giving-back
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/how-this-group-of-volunteers-is-helping-firefighters-its-my-way-of-giving-back
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INTERNATIONAL FIRE BUFF ASSOCIATES, INC. 
HARASSMENT-BULLYING-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

 
IFBA is committed to establish a policy to provide an environment free of unlawful discrimination, bullying and 
harassment. This policy only applies to the Officers, Executive Board and all committee members appointed by 
the IFBA Executive Board, Chairman of the Board and/or the Executive Vice-President. It is strongly 
recommended that each member group write a policy on “Harassment-Bullying-Discrimination” which is 
adopted and distributed to each group members. 
 
IFBA will: 
 

1. Ensure that the environment at all IFBA sponsored functions is free of harassment of any kind, 
including sexual harassment, and harassment based on an individual’s age, race, color, creed, national 
origin, sexual orientation, military or veterans status, sex, disability, marital status, financial status, 
familial status, domestic violence status and any other basis protected by applicable state, federal and 
local law. For purposes of this policy, harassment is defined as any verbal, non-verbal and/or physical 
conduct that is intended to threaten, intimidate, harass or coerce another individual. 

 
2. Sexual Harassment: 

It is unlawful to harass a person because of that person’s sex. Harassment can include “sexual 
harassment” or unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical 
harassment of a sexual nature. 
 

3. Conduct Unbecoming: 
In this definition, “volunteer” refers to any member on the official roster of the IFBA. This includes 
active, inactive, or lifetime members. As a member of this organization, one is considered to have a 
duty to avoid dishonesty, unfair dealing, indecency, lawlessness, injustice, or cruelty, “unbecoming” as 
any conduct that is unattractive, unsuitable, or detracting from one’s character or reputation, creating 
an unfavorable impression. Members of this organization will be held to similar standards. Any 
behavior or actions that compromise the character of the member are subject to this rule, as well as 
any behaviors that disgraced or dishonored the member’s personal position. Although members are 
not expected to have unrealistically high moral standards, there is a personal standard beyond which a 
member cannot fail without significantly compromising their position with this organization. 
 

4. If a member hears or sees another member violating this policy, that member is encouraged to assist 
other members in adhering to this policy. Even if the individual is not offended by the remark, the 
person making the remark should be advised of this policy in such a way that the accused person will 
understand that his remarks or actions could be offensive and should cease prior to more serious 
actions having to be taken. 
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COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: 
 
     All complaints under this policy will be referred to the Executive Vice-President of IFBA for 
investigation and action if appropriate. If the Executive Vice-President or a Board Member is the 
member being accused, the complaint shall then move to the Board of Directors for investigation and 
appropriate action. The accused person(s) shall be allowed a hearing by the Executive Vice-President 
should it be requested. Violations of this policy will be considered misconduct. Any member found to 
have engaged in discrimination, bullying, harassment, including sexual harassment, will be subject to 
disciplinary action, up to and including removal from the IFBA Board or any committee. IFBA will 
attempt to keep confidential, to the extent reasonable possible, complaints of discrimination and 
harassment, the information received in such complaints and the privacy of the individuals involved in 
such complaints. IFBA however, reserves the right to disclose information as reasonably necessary to 
investigate and remedy a complaint.  

 

I.F.B.A. Constitution & By-Laws 
Proposed Change to Article VIII-Meetings 

 
ARTICLE VIII – MEETINGS 

 
Regular meetings shall be held annually hosted by an Active Member Group of the IFBA or other organization, 
between March One (1) and November Thirtieth (30). Such meetings  
shall be known as the Annual Meeting and be a part of the Annual Convention. The exact  
place. Date and time of the Annual Convention and Meeting shall be set by the Host Group(s) 
of the Annual Convention. All IFBA Active and Associate Members shall be given no less than six(6) months 
advance formal notice of the Annual Convention and Meeting along with convention publicity information by 
the Host Group(s). 
 
The IFBA Executive Vice-President shall notify all Active Member Groups and Associate Members of the place, 
date and time of the Annual Meeting at least sixty (60) days prior to its scheduled time.  
                                (Amended 1970, 2001, 2016 & 2019) 
 
Proposed Addition: 
 
Any change to the Annual Convention and Meeting dates requirement shall be approved by the Executive 
Board. This request must be submitted to the Executive Board thirty (30) days prior to an Executive Board 
Meeting, in writing. This request must state the reason (s) for the change. 
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IFBA PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 

 

To the IFBA Executive Board, 

The Past President’s Committee has, the last couple years, been charged by Chairman Paul Schaetzle to work 

on the following items. 

1. Strategic Planning 

2. Realignment of Regions 

3. Viability of Memorial Fund 

4. Charitable Projects 

5. Review of Region Vice-President’s Handbook 

While I would be content to report progress in these areas, reality is, that with the past year’s chaos very little 

has been accomplished. There have been no additional comments in areas 1-4. The information we came up 

with is (or will be shortly) posted on the ‘shared drive’ on the IFBA email site. 

Each member on the committee was asked to read through and see if any improvements/and or changes were 

needed to the Regional Vice President’s Handbook. There were no additional comments about it, so I believe 

we are in agreement that all is well with respect to that.  

As President (2018-2019), I asked members of the Board to write out their job description so that anyone 

replacing them would be able to easily transition and carry out their new responsibilities. A handful of 

members completed that request. I am not sure if that has been followed through with, but I would like to 

suggest that the Past President’s Committee take over that task and help encourage others to write done their 

job description. We then would be able to compile them into a document available online for all future 

officers/committee members to view. 

Despite telling a couple members it was time for me to step down, I have changed my mind and would like to 

stay on to complete the job description document. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Mokros 

Past President Committee Chairperson  
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Office of the Vice President at Large 
Joseph P. Sullivan 

September 4, 2021 

Report of the Vice President at Large for the Board Meeting of September 12, 2021 

The Report is presented in bullet format with points expanded on as appropriate. The order is by no means 

one of priority or chronology. 

- Buffed Baltimore, Atlanta, Cleveland, Richmond, Chicago and Pittsburgh with Buffs from Illinois, 

Pennsylvania, Texas, Indiana, Wisconsin, Florida, and the District of Columbia,  

- Handled hundreds of phone calls and emails. 

- Corresponded with just about all Board Members 

- Attended meetings of local clubs in Region 3 

- Met with several Associate Members in Region 3 

- Attended all virtual Board Meetings 

- Submitted appropriate reports.  

- Requested to attend Regional Meetings. 

o Region 1 and 7 pending, though invitations have been received. 

o Region 3 and 6 attended in person 

o Region 5 was scheduled, and I planned to attend.  It was postponed and I cancelled my trip. No 

invitation to the eventual virtual meeting 

o Region 9 attended virtually 

o Region 10, no invitation 

o Region 11. I was at the FFA meeting, but was given details of the meeting the next morning 

- Met on several occasions with Region 3 VP Korb 

o Visited old Engine 17 in Richmond that the Flying Squad has recently taken possession of. 

o Began very early planning for the 2024 convention. 

o Discussed several Region 3 IFBA applicants 

- Developed and submitted a position paper on the benefits of being a member of the IFBA at the 

request of the EVP. 

o A PowerPoint presentation is in production, members of the Board may be receiving a draft 

prior to the September 12th meeting. 

- Developed a comprehensive evaluation of the current committees and their functionality at the 

request of the EVP 

- Requested to attend, at least virtually, as many committee meeting as possible. Only got responses 

from the C/BL and Convention Committees. 

- Presented a proposed “Board Meeting Etiquette” paper to the EVP. 
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- Developed and submitted a Job Description for the Vice President at Large Position. 

- Attended virtual club meetings in Atlanta, Boston, Providence and with the NYCFires.net group. Will 

attend as many local meetings as possible when an invitation is received 

- Committee Work 

o R and R Team Lead  

▪ A full report has been submitted. 

▪ Assisted with retention issues. 

▪ Continued aggressive recruitment. 

o C/BL 

▪ At the request of the Chair I have reviewed and commented on proposed changes 

o Convention 

▪ Stepped back from active involvement with the 2022 to allow local principals latitude in 

preparing for the convention. 

▪ Met with VP Korb as previously noted. 

▪ If requested will attend preliminary hotel visits in Richmond with Vice President Korb.  It 

is believed Vice President McDonald and EVP Banks may participate in these visits. 

- Designed and submitted an ad for the Philadelphia Second Alarmers 100th Anniversary Ad Book.  The 

ad features dates and location of future IFBA Conventions 

-  Working to try keep as many IFBA members as possible aware of events surrounding the PSA event of 

Oct. 9th 

▪ VP Korb has researched lodging and meeting opportunities 

▪ Some members in Region 3 have developed a prototype agenda for the weekend 

▪ The goal is to let anyone attending the events, know who else is in town, where they are 

staying and what their plans on for the purposes Fun and Fellowship while Fire Buffing.  

There is no intent to schedule or plan any sort of formal meeting, but to simply 

communicate with those attending so if they wish, they can arrange to meet up with 

other buffs. 

- Plans for balance of 2021-2022 term. 

o Attend Regional, Committee and Club meetings as practical. 

o Attend Philadelphia Second Alarmers 100 Anniversary event on October 9th 

o Buff in Providence and maybe Boston 

o Attend the Annual Meeting in November 

o Work with principles of the 2022 and 2024 conventions 

o Begin plans for buffing opportunities in 2022 

o Assist new Regional Vice Presidents as needed. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Joseph P. Sullivan 

Vice President at Large 
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2021 Report on Congressional Fire Services Institute 

 

The 2021 CFSI dinner was again postponed until further notice due to the pandemic. CFSI did hold a virtual 

symposium in April in lieu of the dinner.  The National Advisory Committee meeting was held on May 19, 2021 

through teleconferencing.  There was one resolution passed expressing the need for the federal government 

to equip first responders with the necessary tools to deal with emerging technologies such as electric vehicles 

 

Chief Billy Goldfeder was awarded the CFSI Fire Service Leadership Award for his 48 years of commitment to 

firefighter safety and survival.  CFSI has selected the Fairfax County, Virginia Fire and Rescue Department and 

the Los Angeles Fire Department for the Senator Paul Sarbanes Fire Service Safety Leadership Award for their 

efforts on behalf of firefighter health and safety.  The Thornton, Colorado Fire Department was selected for 

the CFSI Excellence in Fire Service based EMS Award. 

 

CFSI also distributed a video message form the leaders of the Congressional Fire Service Caucus on 

remembering 9/11.   

 

 

2021 Report from Henry N. “Hank” Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year Committee 

 

There was no presentation this year inasmuch as there was no convention.  It has been our feeling that this 

presentation is far more meaningful if it is presented at the closing banquet so the recipient can receive the 

recognition he or she deserves. 

The challenge for all of us is to provide more nominations to the Committee.  We know there are plenty of 

potential deserving recipients, but in past years we have received relatively few nominations.  We need to re-

double our efforts to encourage more nominations. 

 

Our Region 3 meeting was held on June 19th hosted by the Anne Arundel Alarmers Association.  

 

Steve Korb was re-elected as the Region 3 Vice President. 

 

Respectfully submitted  

 

Steve Korb  
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2022 Convention Committee 

 

Happy New Year and greetings from New England and Region 1.  Plans for the 2022 Convention are moving 

forward.  The convention will be held in Woburn, MA from June 22 to June 25.  The Convention Hotel is the 

Crowne Plaza Boston-Woburn and we have secured a room rate of $129/night.  The convention host is Region 

1 of the IFBA and is a joint convention with our friends at SPAAMFA.  The hotel is located near the junction of 

I-95 and I-93 and is a half hour’s ride to Boston, Worcester, New Hampshire, the Merrimack Valley mill cities 

and the Massachusetts sea coast.  All great areas to spark! 

 

This is a joint convention and as such will have a bit of a different feel to it.  The planners have tried to truly 

make it a joint convention, and not just two conventions occurring at the same place and time.  We have tried 

to combine as many events as possible, including day trips, opening ceremonies, and the banquet. We also 

had to consider that the different groups have slightly different interests.   As such, there is a need to 

accommodates both groups’ board meeting, general membership meetings, and some events are required to 

occur on certain days according to By-Laws.  To do this, there was a need to be creative with the scheduling.  

Rest assured, all events will happen. 

 

There are two bus trips scheduled for each day.  Having two different groups together, it was decided to offer 

two trips because of the different interests of each group.  There will most likely be a cut off date for 

registrations to guarantee that you get to go on your desired trip.  Trips are in the final planning stages but 

look for traditional bus trips to geographic areas to photograph fire apparatus, a trip to fire museums, and 

maybe some local history trips. 

 

The committee is also planning after dinner activities.  Several different conferences, slide shows, and 

presentations are being planned for each night.  There will also be a hospitality room in the hotel.  The area is 

loaded with the usual chain restaurants.  There is a restaurant/pub in the hotel, and they have agreed to open 

for breakfast each morning. 

 

The final day of the convention, Saturday, will be a large fire apparatus parade, both old and new.  There will 

be a firematic flea market on site and also an old-fashioned hand tub muster.  Shuttle busses will be available 

to and from the hotel. 

 

Final convention pricing is being put together now and should be released soon.  Stand by for further details 

and we hope to see you in Woburn in June. 
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                    Milwaukee Fire Bell Club, Inc. 

        

                                                                       Charter Member 

2023 IFBA CONVENTION REPORT 

September 12, 2021 
300 S. 84th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53214 

 

IFBA Members of the Executive Board,  

 

     I would like to take this moment to briefly outline the work that has been started for the International Fire Buff 

Associates (IFBA) 2023 Convention to be hosted by The Milwaukee Fire Bell Club. This will be the 70th Anniversary IFBA 

Convention and this will be the seventh one we will be hosting, all of them quite successful. As always, those in the IFBA 

have already started talking about coming back to Milwaukee to ‘explore’.  

     During our June 11, 2019 business meeting, I was nominated and elected as Chairperson for this convention. For 

those of you that do not know, my experience within the IFBA is rather extensive and I appreciate the opportunity to use 

my skills and knowledge of the IFBA and previous conventions to help plan the hosting of the 2023 one. I have attended 

every IFBA Convention/Annual Business meeting since 2000 and almost as many Regional meetings both within our 

Region and others. I served as Region 6 Vice President for two terms, served the one-year President’s term of the IFBA 

(2017-2018/Racine Host), and currently serve as Chairperson of the Past President’s Committee. These experiences 

though do not make me the ‘do all, know all’ person to run the convention. I am happy to report that there are thirteen 

other Milwaukee Fire Bell Club Members that are eagerly helping with planning. 

     The planning team has already started working with preliminary items including sponsorship, transportation, venues 

to visit, speakers, side trips, publicity, logistics to best suit those that want to see fire vehicles, etc.  

     As of today, we do not have a firm date set, but are looking at Summer of 2023. To prevent schedule conflicts, I have 

looked at both Religious Holiday Celebration dates and SPAAMFAA’s planned events. With the addition of numerous 

hotels in the Downtown Milwaukee area, we are hoping to secure one in that area. It will make getting to some of our 

planned events easier. This also will allow those of you attending a wide variety of site-seeing opportunities with easy 

transportation. 

     What are some plans? Sorry, not going to share those. We need to let all of you focus on next year’s IFBA Convention, 

to be held jointly with SPAAMFAA. See you there. 

 

Thank you, 

Vickie Mokros 

2023 IFBA Convention Chairperson 
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Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year Award 

 

The IFBA presents the Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year Award, the most prestigious honor a fire buff 

can receive, at our Annual Convention. The Award recognizes service to the IFBA, to a local fire buff club, to a 

local fire department, or to the fire service in general. 

The “Fire Buff of the Year” Award, as it was originally known, was established in 1967 in St. Louis to honor a 

person who best exemplifies the qualities that distinguish a fire buff.  In 1976 the Award was re-named to honor 

its first recipient, Henry N, “Hank” Wilwers, a Chicago fire dispatcher and well-known fire buff. 

Our Fire Buff of the Year Committee encourages your nominations and solicits all regional vice presidents and 

member groups to submit recommended awardees. Nominations must be sent to the Executive Vice President 

who will forward them to the Committee.  The Committee protects the confidentiality of the nominees, and the 

identity of the honoree is not revealed until the banquet at the Annual Convention. 

To help those who wish to make a nomination, we have developed a list of items that will be considered. They 

are not listed in order of importance and are not mandatory; they are meant to be illustrative of the types of 

information that will be considered. 

1. Description of service to the IFBA 

2. Description of service to local fire buff club 

3. Description of service to local fire department(s) 

4. Any biographical information of interest about the nominee (e.g. any family connections to fire buffing 

or the fire service 

5. Any relevant awards previously received 

6. Letters of support from local buff club 

7. Letters of support from fire officials (e.g. chief officers, union officials, etc.) 

8. Letters of support from other interested persons 

 

There are many IFBA members who are qualified to join the previous honorees who have been recognized for 

their achievements. We need you to step up and submit qualified applicants. 

 

        Stuart M. Nathan, Chairman 

        Tom Pelaia 

        Ed McMichael 

  



32 
  



33 
 

 

Happy New Year from the Connecticut Fire Photographers, we hope 2022 bring a 

better year. Our members have been busy in 2021, we started in person meetings 

for most of the year, during in July the CFPA supported the 11th annual Silver City 

Firefest, it was well attended by, visitors, apparatus and venders. It was nice to see 

everyone getting out for a change. We hope this year’s event will be even better.  

Incidents have been rising as the year went on, with people getting back to 

somewhat normal, this also brings an increase in activity in fire and other incidents. Members that enjoy fire 

apparatus photography have been getting more access to station, all around the country again, they have 

been bring us great shots for new and old rigs from a good selection of states. As we write this at least one 

member is heading to California, odds are high he has a well-planned out trip, for apparatus shoots. You can 

view some of them on our CFPA Multimedia pages, Web site Ctfirephoto.org, Twitter: @ctfirephoto, 

Facebook:  CTFirePhotographersAssociation Instagram: CTFirephotographers   for more info on the club and 

membership see our website. 

 

The club has been adding more class-based presentation along with the meeting, when possible. For how to 

plan on visiting other cities for buffing, types of buildings and terms used on the fire ground, to apparatus 

photos.  Along with other classes, we plan on adding more this year. 

Our Membership still holds strong with over 100 members, with more joining every month. If you have an 

interest please reach out.  www.ctfirephoto.org or any member. 

The clubs’ members have been fortunate this year with being published in many different magazine, local 

papers. From cover shots to safety journals and news worth events. Club members photography supports, 

with media for a lot of local fire departments newsletters, training programs, end of year reports, budget 

request and public information with social media sites.  

The 12th Annual Silver City Fire Fest, co-sponsored by the Connecticut Fire Photographers, Meriden 

Firefighters Benevolent Society and the Southern Connecticut Antique Fire Apparatus Collectors will be held 

on Saturday July 16th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Comfort Inn, 900 east main Street, in Meriden, CT. For 

more information contact Mike Quinn @ M1968Q@aol.com. (203) 213-3056 We hope you can attend. 

 

  

http://www.ctfirephoto.org/
mailto:M1968Q@aol.com
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Officer and Board of Directors for the 2022 year are. 

Officers 
Glenn Duda, President 
Michael Quinn, Vice President 
Jon Tenca, Social Media Director 
Cheryl Regan, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Board Of Directors 
Robert Ladd 
Kevin Czarzasty 
Linda Akerman 
 

Member Photos 
 

 

Chicago IL, Dec 29th this 2-11 was around 330am at 500 W 26th Street. Fire was in a 3 sty ordinary building about 

100x150. First in companies attempted an interior attack but had trouble finding the seat of the fire. They ended up 

transitioning to an exterior attack and went defensive. At the height of the fire, 5 handlines, multiple portable ground 

monitors, Squad 1, AT8, TL5, and TL10 were used to try to get a handle on it. I arrived about 45 min into the job. Here 

are some shots, the full gallery will be on my website. Still Companies were Engines 8 & 29, Trucks 4 & 8 

Joshua Boyajian 
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Rochester, NY two alarm, dwelling fire Jan 5th 2022 Jon Tenca 

 
Pasco County FLA, Residential house fire Scott LaPrade 
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FDNY Queens Box 5750: 219-10 133rd Ave. (12/30/21) 

 
In the early hours of Thursday December 30th, 2021, firefighters responded to 219-10 133rd Ave for a fire in a private 
house. Upon arrival units found heavy smoke pushing from the first floor of a 2.5 story vacant off of 219th St. in the 
Laurelton section of Queens. Fire crews made an initial interior attack, but after several minutes, fire officials removed 
all personnel from the building after holes were discovered when crews conducted searches of the 1st and 2nd floors. 2 
tower ladders were set up to knock down the bulk of the heavy fire before firefighters were allowed to reenter the 
property to knock down hot spots.  Chris Clarke, First Due Photography  
 

 

Engine-6, New Haven Fire Department Doc Johnson 
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The Terryville Fire Department, in the Town of Plymouth, Connecticut still maintains two of their antiques. On the left is 

a 1929 Buffalo, that was in private hands in New York for a number of years, and then returned and went through an in-

house restoration. On the right, is a 1935 White/Buffalo, that has always been in possession of the department. They are 

both housed in the old Terryville Fire Station on North Main Street, and are shown during a town street event in 

October, 2021  Mark A. Redman Photo 

 

A private dwelling fire in the town of Wallingford, CT Joseph Ciscone 
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On Sunday, 01/02/22 at 00:50 Hartford Fire was dispatched to a reported building fire in the area of Albany Avenue and 
Green Street. Soon after initial dispatch, fire alarm advised they were taking multiple calls on the vacant strip mall at 284 
Albany Avenue. First arriving Engine 2 called off a vacant 1 story commercial attached with heavy smoke showing. They 
advised that the fire appeared well advanced and the tower ladder will be flowing water upon landing. Companies were 
faced with a deep-seated fire throughout a vacant strip mall with multiple access challenges requiring prolonged forced 
entry. Firefighters initially had a good handle on the fire, but due to a large volume of fire in multiple void spaces 
companies were forced into a defensive position. First alarm companies worked for over 4 hours before the fire was put 
under control. The fire was held to one alarm. Maurice Delage 

 

 

Freeport Fire Department (Nassau County, New York) 

Antique Steamer "Jumbo" 

1906 Nott Steamer - Horse Drawn 

1916 American LaFrance – Motorized 

Daniel Gonska 
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Point Breeze Volunteers “Big Jack” - Queens, NY  Scott Berliner 

 

 

Norwich Ct, 2nd Alarm in a Private Dwelling.  Robert Ladd 
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Springfield Fire 

John Deforest 
 
On Monday Jan 3rd just before 
11:30pm Springfield firefighters 
were dispatched to 71-73 Prospect 
Street in the city’s north end for a 
structure fire. Engine 7 was 1st to 
arrive to report heavy fire on the C 
side of the large 2 family 2.5 wood 
framed home.  Within minutes 
Engine 7 Captain Eddie Sanchez 
requested a 2nd alarm due to the  
heavy fire conditions and an 
exposure building. Crews would 
battle defense for a solid 45 mins 
before bringing the visible fire 
under control. 2 ladder pipes and 
multiple 2.5 big lines attacked the 
large home. It took crews a total 
of almost 90 mins before recall as 
placed at the scene by the 
Commissioner of the department. 
Frigid temperatures played a role 
as the street, gear, apparatus, and 
firefighters would be covered in 
ice. The fire is under investigation 
at this time by the Arson and 
Bomb Squad. 8 people were 
displaced from the fire and 1 
firefighter was transported to the 
hospital  
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Hartford CT Fire Ground Action 

Jim Peruta 

 

1/2/21 284 Albany Ave  

 

12/19/21 55-57 Westland ST  
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8/7/21 Park Terrace 

 

9/3/21 104 Edgewood ST 

 

9/3/21 Edgewood ST  
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11/2/21 266 Vine ST 

 

12/15/21 424 New Britain Ave 

 

12/28/21 10 Mannz ST 
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     BOX 414 Association, Inc. 
FIRE – POLICE            .              MEMBER OF IFBA 

QUARTERS  
414 NORTH GAY STREET  

BALTIMORE, MD 21202 

410-727-2414 

     0-727-2414  

QUARTERS  

414 NORTH GAY STREET BALTIMORE, MD 21202  

410-727-2414  

 

 

By Stuart M. Nathan 

 

 

 

Just when we thought we had turned the corner on the pandemic, we all became way 

too familiar with the Greek alphabet. The new variant has had a significant impact on the fire 

service in these parts, as local departments are having a difficult time keeping up with the 

workload due to staffing shortages and increased wait times for EMS units at hospitals. We 

hope that all stay safe as we weather the latest round of COVID. 

 

 We were able to fit in our annual Oldtimers Day in September.  It’s a great opportunity 

for retired members of the Department to come to our Club Quarters, swap war stories, and 

get to see some of the Department’s newer apparatus. It’s also a good time for our 

photographer friends as we have visits from both modern and some antique pieces. 

 

The last year has not been particularly busy with multiple alarm fires, but the 

Department remains very active as you can see below from the run totals for last fiscal year.  As 

mentioned in last issue of Turnout, we had one fifth alarm on a windy day when fire damaged 

about a dozen row homes in southwest Baltimore as the fire jumped from street to street over 

a three block area. Then in August there was a four alarm fire in a block of row homes in the 

same general area as the earlier fifth alarm. The number of multiple alarm fires has remained 

fairly consistent at between 20 and 30 each year over the past several years. 

 

 We continue to staff our support unit and coffee wagon as needed during any 

particularly hot and humid days during the summer and now during the below freezing days of 

winter. The Department allows us to keep a crew in the Oldtown station overnight to respond 

on any fires during these extreme weather conditions.  
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Baltimore 

Franklin Street 

1 Alarm 

12/31/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSEUM UPDATE 

 

 We are sad to report that Bob Brown, former President of Box 414 and long-time Curator of the 

Baltimore City Fire Museum in historic old 6 Engine House passed away in November.  For many years, 

Bob was truly the heart and soul of the Museum.  He led a group of volunteers who would come down 

to the Museum every Wednesday to upgrade our collection of memorabilia.  Bob was also active with 

the Chesapeake Model Fire Engineers and worked as part of the host committee at Firehouse Expo 

when it was in Baltimore.  Bob was a retired Baltimore City Police Officer, fittingly finishing his career 

as a detective on the arson squad. His two sons, Mike and Brian, are both members of the Baltimore 

City Fire Department.  Bob was a great friend, tremendous supporter of the fire service, and will be 

greatly missed.   

 

             

Everyone stay safe as we battle through the COVID-19 health emergency, and we hope to see 

our fellow buffs soon.  If you have a chance, please visit our new website at box414assoc.com.  We are 

also active on Facebook, which includes photos from many recent fires. 
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HOLIDAY TRAIN GARDEN 

 
For over sixty years the Department has sponsored a holiday train garden at the 

quarters of Engine 45 in Northwest Baltimore. The Garden typically draws large crowds 
from all over the City.  While there were no visitors last year due to the pandemic, the 
Garden opened again this year with the usual display that occupies one entire bay of 
the firehouse. As has been the custom for many years, the Garden includes a model of 
both our canteen and our Chevrolet Suburban response vehicle.  Our thanks to the 
members of Engine 45 for including us in their display. 

 

 

RUN TOTALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021 
JULY 1, 2020-JUNE 30, 2021 

 

Engines Runs Boxes   Fires   Trucks Runs Boxes    Fires  

Engine 13 5346     564      183   Truck 5          5145     368      108 

Engine 33 5225     502      129   Truck 16        4969     406      132 

Engine 14 5081     494      158                       Truck 1          4550     432      126 

Engine   6 4726     572      159                       Truck 27        3522     229        50 

Engine 29 4469     312        64                        Truck 10        3151     482      172 

 

 Chiefs  Runs Boxes    Fires   Other Units    Runs   Boxes    Fires 

BC 3  1194     1017     276   Rescue 1       3557      313      100 

BC 2               1137       968     233                       Hazmat 1        157       14         6 

BC 6             1059       892     274   Fireboat 1         37         7          1 

       FRes Boat 1     74         6          1 

                  FRes Boat 2     66         2          0 

 

Medics           Runs     Total Suppression Calls: 164,173 

Medic 15 7167     Total EMS Calls: 183,880 

Medic 21 6823     Total Box Alarms: 2167 

Medic 1 6740     Working Fires: 92 

Medic 16 6663     Multiple Alarms: 27 

Medic 4 6547         24 2nds, 2 3rds, 1 5th 

 

Note:  Engine 8 led all Engines with 616 boxes and 201 fires. 

Our thanks to Capt. Paul Novak Jr., Fire Communications Bureau for compiling these statistics. 

  

 

 

 

 



51 
 

South Stricker Street 

2nd Alarm 

01/24/2022 

 

 
Before 

 

 
Engine 14 

 
After 

 

 
Engine 55 Truck 23
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Photos Howard Meile III, Joseph Sullivan
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A Sea 

  
of Blue 
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Tragedy struck the Baltimore City Fire Department early on the morning of January 24th when, without 

warning, a fully involved three story row house suddenly collapsed with four members inside. Sadly three 

members perished in the largest loss of life suffered by the Department in over 60 years. 
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Master of Ceremonies, Commissioner Stuart Nathan 

 

 

 

 

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan 
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Convention Center 

   



58 
 

 

Color Guard 
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Bringing the caskets to the caissons 
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Procession 
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Delaney Valley Memorial Gardens 

 

Fallen Heroes Garden 
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Last Respects 
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Photo Credits:  Roger Katzenberg, Howard Meile III, Stuart Nathan, Joseph Sullivan 
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Minutes from IFBA Region 5 Annual Business Meeting, June 5, 2021 

IFBA Region 5 Vice President Tom McDonald called the above meeting to order via "Google Meet" at 10:05 
AM on Sat., June 5, 2021 (see May 21 announcement for it below) with the following persons announcing 
"present" upon the roll call then taken:  

  

Dale Aymond (Box 4, Dallas) 

Wally Banks (delegate: Box 4, Dallas & IFBA EVP) 

Thomas Brock (Box 4, Dallas) 

Tom McDonald (Greater Houston Fire Battalion & IFBA Region 5 VP) 

Larry Palmer (Box 4, Dallas) 

Ken Paradowski (delegate: Greater Houston Fire Battalion) 
Russell Teutsch (delegate: Signal 51, Shreveport) 

  

McDonald asked if Bob Woody, the regional recording secretary, was present, and no one responded.  He said 
he would then take the meeting's minutes and follow the agenda previously distributed by email. 

  

IFBA EVP Report 

Wally Banks was given the floor to report on IFBA business of interest to the region.  He said the border 
between the US and Canada was still closed making planning for the proposed September IFBA Convention 
still at issue and that the planning group in Canada had not yet decided whether or not the convention would 
be held in person.  There was no date yet on when such a decision would occur.  Updates will be provided 
when known.   

  

Banks noted an in-person Region 3 meeting was upcoming June 19, and he said he would pass on to 
attendees on this meeting details from Region 3 VP Joe Sullivan.  He discussed the proposed IFBA Joint 
Convention with SPAAMFAA slated for 2022, also with some planning issues still to be resolved. 

  

Club Reports 

  

DALLAS BOX 4 report by Banks 

He noted the passing of long-time member Bill Manning over the preceding year.  He said the club had still 
been active in responding to rehab calls during the pandemic. 
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SHREVEPORT SIGNAL 51 report by Teutsch 

He noted that responses were still being made, and that the club had been fortunate lately by receiving some 
healthy donations to support it financially. 

  

HOUSTON GHFB report by Paradowski 

He noted opening of a new HFD Station 55 on Cullen & Orem (just south of its former location).  This will likely 
be site of first or second meeting of the club when meetings resume as no meetings have been held since late 
2019. 

  

NEW ORLEANS FHS no report, no delegate on meeting (although Banks did recount the May 14-16 weekend 
there attended by several from the region and elsewhere) 

  

Election of Region 5 VP for 2021-22 Term 

McDonald said voting would be open only to regional club delegates (3 of whom were in attendance).  
Delegate Banks (Box 4) nominated Tom McDonald for re-election to the position; Teutsch seconded the 
motion.  As there were no other nominations, Banks amended his motion to name McDonald to the position by 
acclamation to which Teutsch seconded.  Motion carried. 

  

Other regional business, notices or events 

McDonald called for the above.  Bob Woody (Signal 51, Shreveport) announced that he was present for the 
meeting.  McDonald advised Woody that he had been taking meeting minutes.  Woody acknowledged and 
requested the contact information for the IFBA Chairman and President, both of which McDonald said would 
be provided in the form of their emails which are in the "cc" line above (and which are there, as well as that of 
the IFBA's secretary, due to their ex-officio status). 

  

Adjournment 

With no other business brought before the group, the meeting adjourned at 11:20. 

  

- Recorded by McDonald 
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Crescent City Blazes 
New Orleans Area Fires 

Courtesy of Chris Mickal 

DISTRICT CHIEF 

NEW ORLEANS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

www.FIRELINEPHOTOS.com 

 

10/16/2021 2- ALARMS MARKET ST  

VACANT WHARF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firelinephotos.com/
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                    Milwaukee Fire Bell Club, Inc. 

        

            
                                                            Charter Member 

 

     The Milwaukee Fire Department’s professional skills have created an environment which requires very little 

rehab from the Milwaukee Fire Bell Club. We automatically respond to third alarm fires, but have had none in 

Milwaukee for 2021. This is not to say that Milwaukee Fire Department wasn’t busy. They had a total of 

101,066 service calls from January 1-December 19, 2021.This is 10,000 more than the previous year.  

     With the temperatures now dropping, we will be expecting more responses due to cold-weather protocol. 

(As I finish this article the snow is falling as are the temps!) 

     Our services were needed in June for a multi-unit apartment fire in the Village of Hales Corners. Hales 

Corners is in Milwaukee County and located Southwest of Downtown Milwaukee. Two communities outside of 

Milwaukee County requested our assistance, but both of those requests were cancelled in route. Kudos to 

both of those communities, Germantown and Menomonee Falls, for efficient work in fire suppression.  

     The Milwaukee Fire Bell Club did participate in a number of PR events throughout the year. In August, five 

members and our Rehab 1 vehicle participated in St. Francis Night Out. This event is part of the National Night 

Out where community members get a chance to interact with first responders and learn about ways to make 

their community safer.   

 

 

Those of you from Nashville will remember this vehicle. It’s now Rehab 1. 
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     Some of our members were on hand during Milwaukee’s 9-11 Remembrance held at the Deer District. 

(Home of the Milwaukee Bucks) The weather cooperated and the ceremony was held outside.  

 

     The Village of Richfield held their annual safety day event on October 1st. Six of our members were there 

along with Rehab 1. Hundreds of community members showed up for this event and enjoyed free food, a 

bouncy fire truck for children, fire safety activities, aerial ladder displays, antique fire equipment, and Flight for 

Life. 

          

    Serving food at Richfield Fire Safety Days.        A future firefighter learning one task. 

 

More pictures from Richfield Safety Days. 

   

      Members Jim Miller and Chuck Liedtke          Flight for Life at Richfield Safety Days 
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     Milwaukee Fire Department Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial Ceremony was held on October 6th at the MFD 

Headquarters. This ceremony recognizes all MFD personal that have died in the line of duty since its inception 

in 1875. A bell was tolled as each name was read. The MFBC served coffee and cake afterwards.  

             

Milwaukee Fire Department Chief Aaron Lipski speaks to the assemble attendees. 

     Every year, the Milwaukee Fire Department presents awards to fire department personal and community 

members for meritorious service. The author of this article had hoped that four MFD personal that helped her 

at an accident scene, plus a retired member that arrived on scene first, would have been recognized, but they 

didn’t make the cut---thankfully the accident wasn’t that serious, but they certainly were deserving. The MFBC 

again helped by serving refreshments after the program.  

 

Member Vickie Mokros identifies all the different types of cupcakes to someone eager to try them 

     On October 16th, the Greendale Fire Department held an open house. Like other open houses, this event 

attracted members from the community who were able to learn more about first responders and their 

equipment.  

 

Children love looking at fire trucks and checking out all the gadgets. 
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     Members from the club were on scene at the Milwaukee Fire Department’s Recruit Burn November 17th. 

Pictures below, by member Robert Domrois, show the recruits in their final tests. 

 

   

 

     

 

The headquarters for the Milwaukee Fire Department were renamed on November 30th, to recognize the lead 

architect of the building, Alonzo Robinson. He was the first registered State of Wisconsin and City of 

Milwaukee African American architect. Family members were present for this honor and received a ride in the 

original Engine 2 apparatus from the time the station was built in 1962 
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One final activity that the Milwaukee Fire Bell club participated in was our Kringle Project. We deliver a Racine 

Kringle (Wisconsin’s State Pastry) and a package of Berres’ Brothers Coffee to each station, for each shift, in 

Milwaukee County. That’s over 200 Kringle and packs of coffee. Bill and Vickie Mokros take care of ordering 

the Kringle at a store near them (purchased by the club), and Tanya and Robert Ristic used their ‘magic’ to get 

the coffee from Berres Brothers as a donation. Needless to say, those of us delivering have a great time 

sharing a small token of appreciation, and those receiving are happy for the treats. Below are a few pictures 

from our project.  

 

            

Let the sorting begin!              Bob Heindl is ready to deliver! 

 

 

                                      

Happy Recipients!        “Thanks” 
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“Which one do we keep for us?”        “We really appreciate this. Thank you MFBC!” 

   

Happy faces in all the stations we visited. There were eleven MFBC members that 

played “Kringle-Klaus” and delivered all of the Kringle and packages of coffee. 

 

 

“Selfies are great!” 

Written by Vickie Mokros with additional information provided by Robert Ristic and Bill Mokros. Recruit Burn 

pictures by Robert Domrois. Additional pictures by Chuck Liedtke, Bill Mokros and Vickie Mokros. January 1, 

2022 
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Indianapolis Fire Department Honors Jerry Traub 
 

Indianapolis Fire Buffs is at The Indiana Roof Ballroom. 

January 28, 2022 · Indianapolis, IN  ·  

Tonight, the Indianapolis Fire Buffs was honored to attend Indianapolis Fire Departments 30th annual Recognition 

Banquet. Our very own Jerry Traub was awarded for his 50 years of service to the Indianapolis Fire Buffs and the 

Indianapolis Fire Department. We are blessed to have such a public servant on our team. Congratulations Jerry. Thank 

you for all you do. 

 

  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndianapolisFireBuffs/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW3EK7cXCTph1MlgMSbLKBnpc15giwb-OOnBxU011kw_42Av-pBX8dJKhKJUr5VZnPO26BX43bEGWiqCbvvd0kMa18cm9Wu_7vg5hMCM6-QgFT_RRX1p2RwSqhNsaXLx6bn1XOtonNtelgjBfPu89IZiNMD0GXkorCSNXe3teLev0k6qlubO6arP%20
https://www.facebook.com/IndianaRoof/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW3EK7cXCTph1MlgMSbLKBnpc15giwb-OOnBxU011kw_42Av-pBX8dJKhKJUr5VZnPO26BX43bEGWiqCbvvd0kMa18cm9Wu_7vg5hMCM6-QgFT_RRX1p2RwSqhNsaXLx6bn1XOtonNtelgjBfPu89IZiNMD0GXkorCSNXe3teLev0k6qlubO6arP05z_oVnpwB%20
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Indianapolis-Indiana/110419212320033?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW3EK7cXCTph1MlgMSbLKBnpc15giwb-OOnBxU011kw_42Av-pBX8dJKhKJUr5VZnPO26BX43bEGWiqCbvvd0kMa18cm9Wu_7vg5hMCM6-QgFT_RRX1p2RwSqhNsaXLx6bn1XOtonNtelgjBfPu89IZiNMD0GXkorCSN%20
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IFBA Region 9 Meeting 

 

August 11, 2021 

 

Due to ongoing concerns about COVID, the meeting was held on ZOOM. 

Clubs attending were: 

 Bayonne Fire Canteen    Bell & Siren Club 

 Teaneck Box 54    Fire Bell Club of NYC 

 Gong Club     Philadelphia Second Alarmers 

The only Club not represented was SPAAMFAA. 

 

We were honored to have several IFBA Officers attending including Executive Vice-President Wally Banks,  

Chairman of the Board and Treasurer Paul Schaetzle, and Vice-President at Large Joe Sullivan. 

 

Each club gave a brief overview of recent activities: 

Gong Club- There have been several Mutual Aid runs to assist Box 54.  There is still the ongoing issue of the 

fate of their quarters, & recently without any warning, the road in front of their quarters was dug up, making it 

impossible for their canteen to respond; Bayonne provided coverage.  2022 Calendars are available.  They are 

planning a 70th Anniversary Dinner on Nov.20.  On Oct. 2, along with the Bell & Siren Club, they will be serving 

at the annual Deputy Chief’s seminar. 

Bell and Siren Club- Only 35 runs to date.  Will be participating with the Gong Club at the Deputy Chief’s 

seminar and are also hoping to go to Emmitsburg to the National Firefighters Memorial ceremonies October 2-

3. 

Fire Bell Club—has been holding Zoom meetings 

Box 54-  Has some manpower issues.  They are hoping to get a few new members soon to augment their club 

and help in their responses. 

Bayonne Fire Canteen-  Nothing new; progress 

Second Alarmers- Hoping for a big turnout to their 100th Anniversary celebration at their quarters on Oct. 9.  

Plan is for the “formal program” to start around Noon with dignitaries making speeches & then an open house 

for the balance of the day.  There  will not be any anniversary dinner.  The Club is responding on all working 

fires, police calls and other special requests for a total of over 400 responses to date, but there have only been 

10 Multiples. 
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Executive VP Banks spoke on the importance of: 

  Sending in articles for TurnOut 

  Sending in nominations for Fire Buff of the Year 

  Submitting any names for the Necrology report 

  Submitting names of Club’s Delegate and Alternate to the IFBA Annual Meeting 

 

There was a discussion of possible new Clubs.  Efforts will try to be made to bring back the Signal 22 Club from 

Trenton.  They left the IFBA several years ago after many of the old time IFBA members passed away or moved 

away, and the new leadership saw no value in IFBA membership. 

 

Another former IFBA Club, The Antique Fire Association of New Jersey, which is a local SPAAMFFA affiliate, is 

now also running a canteen for Morris, Sussex and Warren counties.  They have been providing this service for 

about a year & might be interested in rejoining the IFBA so they can be involved in our canteen mutual aid 

operations. 

 

There are also canteen clubs in Lambertville and Cherry Hill and efforts will be made to try to reach out to 

them for possible future membership. 

 

Suggestion was made to try to schedule a driver training course for all the canteen drivers. 

 

It would also be valuable to have a meeting of the four canteen clubs to review procedures. 

 

The Gong Club, seconded by the Bell & Siren Club nominated Ira Cohen to serve as Region #9 Vice-President.  

He was unanimously elected to serve his fifth, and final term. 

 

Report submitted by: 

 

Ira Cohen 

Region #9 VP 
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Philadelphia Second Alarmers 100th Anniversary – October 9, 2021

 
 

Regional Vice President Ira Cohen presents a commemorative banner from IFBA to Chief Greg Masi.
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  INTERNATIONAL FIRE BUFFS ASSOCIATES REGION 10 

 
Region 10 held a virtual meeting on August 16, 2021, at 19:30.  
 
MEMBER CLUBS PRESENT:  
MONTREAL: President Steve Garnett, Captain Tracey Brighten  
GTMAA: President Carolyn Wignall  
ONTARIO FIRE BUFFS: President Bob Rupert  
CLUB APPEL 99: Member Denis Choquette  
APAM: President Eugene Zalensy  
UCMU: President Danis Seguin  
 
AGENDA:  
Introduction  
Region 10 VP nomination and elections  
Necrology report  
General discussion  
Questions/concerns  
 
REGION 10 VP NOMINATION AND ELECTIONS:  
Election of Region 10 Vice President for the 2021-2022 term. Motion made by Bob Rupert and seconded by 
Eugene Zalensy to nominate Steve Garnett for Region 10 Vice-President. Motion carried unanimously. 
  
NECROLOGY REPORT:  
Ontario Fire Buff Associates reported the passing of member David Dwyer.  
No other clubs reported the loss of any member(s).  
 
DELEGATE and ALTERNATE:  
MONTREAL: Delegate will be Tracey Brighten  
GTMAA: Delegate will be Mike McNulty  
ONTARIO FIRE BUFFS: Delegate will be Bob Rupert  
CLUB APPEL 99: Delegate will be Denis Choquette and Alternate will be Andre Savard  
APAM: Delegate will be Eugene Zalensy  
UCMU: Delegate will be Danis Seguin 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION:  
VP Garnett suggested Region 10 members have an in-person meeting in the Kingston, Ontario area in 2022 
and make it a weekend of fire buffing.  
Regional meetings are for all members and not just the President of each club/association.  
Eugene Zalensy asked each group how they get funding as the APAM is struggling financially. They held their 
first fundraiser in over a year, and it was a great success.  



108 
 

Bob Rupert: The OFBA will be holding a dinner in celebration of the association’s 50th Anniversary on 
Saturday, November 6, 2021. All members of the IFBA are welcome to join.  
 
The OFBA will be holding two photo tours.  
• August 28, 2021, of Peterborough area fire departments  
• October 2, 2021, of Toronto Pearson Airport Fire  
 
Members present asked to use Zoom for virtual meeting instead of Google Meets next time we need to meet 
virtually.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 20:10. 
 
  
Respectfully yours,  

 
Steve Garnett  
International Fire Buff Associates  
Vice-President Region 10  
514-978-1330 

 

 

Rehab 1330 supporting river operations. 
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Report of Region 11 

Vice President Williams 

 

Thank you for setting up and attending the  Region 11 meeting on Wednesday, 25 August 2021.  Due to 
distances and Covid this was a virtual meeting with members from the Wilson County Emergency Services 
Rehab,  Nashville Box 55 and Metropolitan Fire Association - Atlanta represented by Regional VP Dave 
Williams. 

Others invited to attend but we received no response included the  South Florida Rehab and Emergency 
Support Team, Inc / Canteen..based in Broward County Florida and the rehab group in the St. Augustine 
Florida area. 

General discussion was conducted on activities of the three attending clubs.   

Discussion was also held on the need for VISITING FIREMAN or equivalent listing as we feel there are many 
many buffs out there that IFBA clubs do not know about nor do they know about IFBA and what we bring to 
the table in both information  on fire buffing and the fun at the IFBA conventions. .   

Thomas Bilbrey of the Box 55 club will assume the position of Region 11 VP. 

 

Respectively submitted 

 

Dave Williams, CFPS 

Region 11 VP. 
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Mourning 
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     BOX 414 Association, Inc. 
FIRE – POLICE            .              MEMBER OF IFBA 

QUARTERS  
414 NORTH GAY STREET  

BALTIMORE, MD 21202 

410-727-2414 

     0-727-2414  

QUARTERS  

414 NORTH GAY STREET BALTIMORE, MD 21202  

410-727-2414  

 

 

By Stuart M. Nathan 

 

Tragedy struck the Baltimore City Fire Department early on the morning of January 24th when, without 

warning, a fully involved three story row house suddenly collapsed with four members inside. Sadly three 

members perished in the largest loss of life suffered by the Department in over 60 years. 

 

Thousands from across the United States and Canada attended the Memorial Service at the Baltimore 

Convention Center. Five IFBA member clubs provided canteen services for the attendees as they gathered in 

preparation for the ceremony.  Box 414 Association, Box 234 Association, Anne Arundel Alarmers, Friendship 

Fire Association, and the Richmond Flying Squad worked together in the cold morning air to provide hot drinks 

and other refreshments to those who came to Baltimore in support of our fallen heroes. We were also assisted 

by canteens from Howard County and Baltimore County’s White Marsh Volunteers. 

 

As one can imagine, this was a massive logistical undertaking with a separate branch of the incident 

management team assigned specifically to rehab operations.  Prior to the service, firefighters assembled in the 

various parking lots around our downtown baseball and football stadiums, and canteens were strategically 

located throughout these staging areas.   

 

It was an extraordinary day in so many ways, and we appreciate the support from so many as we in Baltimore 

grieve the loss of these heroes. 
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Friendship Fire Association & Metro Richmond Flying Squad – SN 

 

 

Friendship Fire Association – SN 



115 
 

 

Metro Richmond Flying Squad - JS 

 

 

Car 415 in procession to Cemetery (Photo by Mike Hugg) 
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Dallas Box 4 
 

In September of 2021, Box 4 served at the LODD funeral for Dallas Fire Rescue Officer David Leos.  FRO Leos 
lost his life after a brave fight with COVID-19.  As per Box 4 and DFR protocol, both of our rehab units are 
positioned at Restland Cemetery adjacent to the Garden of Honor where the burial will take place.  Box 4 
works closely with the DFR EMS division to serve plenty of cold water and light snacks if necessary.  
 

 
 

 

 

MILWAUKEE FIRE BELL CLUB 

LODD Responses 

        The Milwaukee Fire Department has had three line of duty deaths since 2019 and the 

Milwaukee Police Department has also had three since 2018. The Fire Bell Club provided our 

services at the funerals for two of the Police Officers. (We only participate when requested.) At 

those funerals, our rehab rigs were staged in close proximity to the police officers and their 

vehicles that were going to be in the procession. We provided bottled water, Gatorade, and an 

assortment of snack items like granola bars, cookies, donuts, etc.  The Fire Bell Club has also 

been present providing the same type of services at the funerals of club members.  
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Philadelphia 

Second Alarmers 

When the Philadelphia 2nd Alarmers are involved in a LODD involving either a police officer or 
firefighter the departments always invite us to the LODD funeral planning meeting with other 
agencies.  
 
We are tasked with the following.  
 
Provide hospitality from our vehicles outside the venue.  
 
In addition the 2nd Alarmers also provide the following inside the funeral home or church the 
following.  
 

Hospitality Room for the Honor Guard 
Hospitality Room for the Families  
Hospitality Room for the V.I.P.s. (Commissioners, Mayor,  City Council) 

 
We also send one truck in the motorcade to the cemetery.  
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No Call is Routine 
 

 
On the evening of Sunday October 17, 2021, the Montreal fire department (SIM) received and 
responded to a call around 7pm for a boat in distress. The vessel was reported to be drifting 
upstream of the Lachine rapids on the St. Lawrence River. Two people were on board. 
 
An officer and three firefighters responded in a Hammerhead boat, in what started out as a 
rescue operation. At around 7:30 pm, the rescue boat itself capsized after it was violently hit by 
waves and all SIM members were thrown into the water. Pierre Lacroix was one of the 
firefighters that night who fell into the water and went missing for 12 hours until his body was 
found. He was an accomplished firefighter for the last 30 years, Pierre specialized in marine 
rescue (10 years), and was a first responder. He was regarded with esteem and respect given 
his experience, knowledge, team spirit and the calling to always be of assistance.  
 
Upon hearing of the incident, President Garnett jumped into his car and headed towards the 
scene. Upon arrival, he offered the services of the Montreal Auxiliary (PAM) canteen unit and 
the incident commander agreed. A plan was quickly put into place and PAM were rushed to the 
scene. Montreal Auxiliary remained on scene serving coffee, hot chocolate, hot soup and 
nourishments until Pierre was retrieved.  
 
As firefighters were lining the streets to pay their respects, the Montreal Auxiliary were busy 
behind the scenes. Performing multiple tasks including, driving vehicles in the funeral 
procession and greeting, seating dignitaries in the Basilica. For as busy as the Montreal Auxiliary 
were, we still had time to mourn the loss of our brother.  
 
May he rest in peace. 
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FFA Canteen at the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service 2021 

 

The members pictured in this shot are,  

from Left to right, Chris Oliphant, Charlie Lewis, Michael Ide. 

 

 

FFA Member Mike Ide restocking Serving Tables. 

Pictures courtesy of DC Fire and EMS. 
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The Bell and Siren Club, Inc. 
Organized 1949 

Charter Member International Fire Buff Associates 

 

 

 
 

For many years the Bayonne Fire Canteen,  the Bell & Siren Club, the Teaneck Box 54 Club, and 
the Gong Club, the 4 canteen clubs in IFBA Region #9, have supported one another with a Club 
Mutual Aid  agreement.  It established a procedure and protocol for the clubs to rely on one 
another when additional help was needed at large fires, multiple incidents occurring 
simultaneously, large training  exercises and funerals. 
  
Our local fire and police departments know that if they suffer a LODD they can call on the local 
buff club for canteen support.  Usually if it is a LODD, the  amount of expected mourners 
dictates more than one club being called. 
  
Tragically during December 2019, Jersey City Detective Joseph  Seals was shot and  killed along 
with 4 civilians.  He was a 15 year veteran of the Jersey City Police Department, and a large 
turnout was expected for his funeral.  As the "host club," the Gong Club knew that they could 
use additional assets, and they requested mutual aid from both the Bayonne Fire Canteen and 
the Bell & Siren Club, with Box 54 providing stand-by coverage for the area in case multiple 
alarm came in. 
  
As can be seen in the 3 photos, the three canteens lined up on Bergen Ave. in Jersey City & 
provided service to hundreds of police and fire personnel.  This is just another example of the 
excellent working relationships clubs have and the value of IFBA membership. 
  
The Bell & Siren Club responds several times a year to smaller funerals of firefighters. Generally 
it is just for the funeral where Headquarters #17, the canteen, sets up outside the church or 
funeral home, and provides hot drinks (coffee, tea, chocolate), Gatorade, cake or donuts, etc.  
The Club never self dispatches, but responds if requested by the fire or police chiefs, or the 
family. 

 
 
 

REPLY TO: 

Post Office Box 269 

Caldwell, New Jersey 07006 

973-395-0095 

EMERGENCY CALL: 

Newark Fire  

Headquarters 

973-733-7400 
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Coordination 

in 

Baltimore 
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By Stuart M. Nathan 

 

Tragedy struck the Baltimore City Fire Department early on the morning of January 24th when, 

without warning, a fully involved three story row house suddenly collapsed with four members 

inside. Sadly three members perished in the largest loss of life suffered by the Department in 

over 60 years. 

Thousands from across the United States and Canada attended the Memorial Service at the 

Baltimore Convention Center. Five IFBA member clubs provided canteen services for the 

attendees as they gathered in preparation for the ceremony.  Box 414 Association, Box 234 

Association, Anne Arundel Alarmers, Friendship Fire Association, and the Richmond Flying 

Squad worked together in the cold morning air to provide hot drinks and other refreshments 

to those who came to Baltimore in support of our fallen heroes. We were also assisted by 

canteens from Howard County and Baltimore County’s White Marsh Volunteers. 

As one can imagine, this was a massive logistical undertaking with a separate branch of the 

incident management team assigned specifically to rehab operations.  Prior to the service, 

firefighters assembled in the various parking lots around our downtown baseball and football 

stadiums, and canteens were strategically located throughout these staging areas.   
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Baltimore Box 414 – SN 

 

 

Anne Arundel Alarmers – JS 
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Mero Richmond Flying Squad – SN 

 

 

Baltimore Box 234 Association & Metro Richmond Flying Squad - SN 
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Friendship Fire Association – JS 

 

White Marsh - Canteens loading supplies before heading to staging areas - SN 

Photo Credits – Stuart Nathan, Joseph Sullivan 
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Fire EMS 
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By Stuart M. Nathan 

 

 

Tragedy struck the Baltimore City Fire Department early on the morning of January 24th when, 

without warning, a fully involved three story row house suddenly collapsed with four members 

inside. Sadly, three members perished in the largest loss of life suffered by the Department in 

over 60 years. 

 

In an unprecedented move, the Baltimore City Fire Department placed every single piece of 

apparatus out of service so that all members could attend the Memorial Service.  Every station 

was filled with out-of-town companies from all over Maryland and Washington, D.C. There 

were several fires during the day which required a herculean effort starting with the 

dispatchers ensuring appropriate responses to the collaborative efforts from the firefighters 

from the many different departments involved. 
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Frederick County New Market Engine 152 – JS 

 

 

 

Baltimore Apparatus Procession Staging - SN 

 

Baltimore Apparatus Procession Staging – JS 

 

 

 

Montgomery County Rescue Squad 729 - JS 
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The Importance of Rehab 

 

By Steve Garnett 

 

The health of firefighters should be a key issue for all rehab groups. In performing their tasks, firefighters will 

exert extreme physical effort and in doing so, they will burn energy and become dehydrated. 

Working as a team with the logistics officer in establishing the rehab area is a vital part of operations. Your 

mission directly affects the health of the firefighters and the chiefs of your respective departments. Several 

factors influence the decisions and actions in the optimization of the rest/rehab area. One f the most 

important factors is, the environment must be appropriate. Depending on the location of the intervention, 

you must assess the needs with a direct relation to physical, environmental and meteorological conditions. 

You must also make appropriate choices in the selection of your equipment to be used on the site and where 

you will install them. All this is to be evaluated while respecting the REHAB zone established by the chief in 

command.  

We must act immediately to help you replenish the nutrients necessary to recover and return you to the 

energy level required to continue your work. With the help of a nutritionist, we have selected foods that will 

maximize your rehabilitation. The primary objective is to rehydrate you. Water is an excellent source, but it is 

incomplete. Gatorade remains the best recipe for rehydration as it provides electrolyte replacement and 

promotes water retention. Food is also distributed with a focus on its nutritional value and ease of digestion. 

The verification of vital signs is very important. Monitoring of vitals is done over three recovery periods of 10 

minutes each. In the first instance, we will check your pulse. If it is high, we will come back to you 10 minutes 

later. If at that time there is no recovery, we perform more advanced procedures including the verification of 

blood pressure, temperature and breathing. Should there be no improvement after 30 minutes of rest, this 

would indicate imminent health risks ranging from heat stroke to a possible cardio-respiratory arrest. Bearing 

this in mind, you will be transferred to a hospital centre for an assessment and medical care.  

There are considerable health risks to firefighters which also apply to chiefs. Simple exposure to the sun or a 

high outside temperature will push the body to use all possible energy to counter the effects of heat which 

could lead to the same results. Each fire department has its own procedures and since we are volunteers, it 

can be difficult to adapt perfectly to the directives. 
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The 5R of rehabilitation 

Relief - Remove firefighter from exposure 

Rest - Getting the body to rest physically and mentally. 

Recovery - Hydrate, refreshments, vital signs return to normal. 

Rehabilitation - medical follow-up or care by paramedics. 

Return to work - when the body has recovered and is in good physical shape. 

 

The National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) guidelines assist in analyzing if the services we currently offer 

meet the standards. These are the procedures that are in place to better evaluate your needs and keep you 

safe: 

(1) Relief of climatic conditions 

(2) Rest and recovery 20min 

(3) Cooling (both active and passive) or warming 

(4) Rehydration (fluid replacement) 

(5) Calorie and electrolyte replacement 

(6) Medical surveillance 

(7) Member Responsibility 

(8) Release 

I am proud to say that we currently have everything we need to respond to these elements! The stress and 

distress caused by exertion and exposure to heat are not necessarily felt in the moment; they can often occur 

several hours after the event. A stop at the canteen rehab/rest area, sharing your discomfort with us and 

going through the medical check could save your life.  

Everything starts with prevention and remember that you need to work closely with your firefighters to 

ensure that their rehab takes place properly.  
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Boston Globe 

Late firefighter’s mom raises funds for new food, comfort truck 
By Jacqueline Tempera Globe Correspondent,September 27, 2015 

BOSTON — While Boston firefighters fought a wind-whipped fire in the Back Bay in March 2014, a group of 

fire buffs were parked a few blocks away, fighting a battle of their own: keeping ice off their dwindling food 

and coffee supplies. 

Operating out of a discarded ambulance from the 1990s, Boston Sparks Association volunteers worked 

tirelessly to keep the coffee hot, and the water flowing. Dozens of firefighters filed in and out of the makeshift 

refuge, exhausted from working on the nine-alarm blaze that claimed the lives of two of their own: Lieutenant 

Edward J. Walsh Jr. and Firefighter Michael R. Kennedy. 

Small things like a hot coffee, a cool towel, or a sugary snack help sustain the energy it takes teams to knock 

down a blaze, said Tom Leone, a volunteer with the Boston Sparks Association. So when the ice on that March 

evening threatened to take over their supplies, he said he felt hopeless. 

 

Kathy Crosby-Bell — mother of Firefighter Michael Kennedy, who died in the 2014 Back Bay fire — spoke at the 

dedication of a support vehicle for the Boston Sparks Association near the Boston Fire Museum.Keith Bedford/Globe 

Staff 

While Boston firefighters fought a wind-whipped fire in the Back Bay in March 2014, a group of fire buffs were 

parked a few blocks away, fighting a battle of their own: keeping ice off their dwindling food and coffee 

supplies. 

Operating out of a discarded ambulance from the 1990s, Boston Sparks Association volunteers worked 

tirelessly to keep the coffee hot, and the water flowing. Dozens of firefighters filed in and out of the makeshift 

refuge, exhausted from working on the nine-alarm blaze that claimed the lives of two of their own: Lieutenant 

Edward J. Walsh Jr. and Firefighter Michael R. Kennedy. 

Small things like a hot coffee, a cool towel, or a sugary snack help sustain the energy it takes teams to knock 

down a blaze, said Tom Leone, a volunteer with the Boston Sparks Association. 

So when the ice on that March evening threatened to take over their supplies, he said he felt hopeless. 
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On Sunday, he stood beside a brand-new, bright red canteen and rehab truck that he said will make all the 

difference. The support truck, purchased through funds raised by Kennedy’s mother, is like “going from a 

Volkswagen to Rolls Royce,” joked Paul Boudreau, the president of the Boston Sparks Association. 

“When they’re in there, there’s no time to grieve, there’s no time to react,” said Leone, who stood by as 

Kennedy and Walsh’s bodies were removed from the charred brownstone. “They have to keep going. And we 

help them do that.” 

A far cry from the 1996 ambulance, the new truck has canteens for coffee, a hot dog cooker, a microwave, and 

cabinets stuffed with chocolate chip cookies. On the sides are fans, mist machines, and hundreds of towels. 

Instead of relying on local restaurants or pizza delivery to fuel firefighters, now volunteers can do their own 

cooking and reheating, Boudreau said. 

 “I’m so proud today,” Boudreau said as he showed off deep basins to hold soup. “This is the warmest feeling.” 

Kathy Crosby-Bell, Kennedy’s mother, said she needed a project to focus her energy on after her son died. 

 

Crosby-Bell posed with the vehicle.Keith Bedford/Globe Staff 

“I needed something, or else I knew I’d just curl into a ball and cry,” she said. And that’s how the Last Call 

Foundation, a charity developed in Kennedy’s honor, was born, she said. The foundation helps with funding, 

education, and research on safety in the Boston firefighting community. 

After her son died, Crosby-Bell said she began to learn more about his profession. She heard firefighters often 

emerge from burning buildings with body temperatures of up to 105 degrees, with little food or water available 

to drink. 

Her son’s mantra was, “go hard or go home,” Crosby-Bell said, so she vowed to make a difference in the 

firefighting community. 

“This project is really taking Michael’s spirit and turning it into something tangible,” she said, as she stood in 

front of the new truck Sunday, her eyes tearing up. “He would’ve loved this.” 

https://nycfire.net/forums/attachments/1626627551331-png.14374/
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During Sunday’s emotional dedication ceremony, members of the Fire Department, and families of the 

deceased spoke about the important work of firefighters. Standing before a group of about 100 people gathered 

to see the new truck outside the Boston Fire Museum on Congress Street, Crosby-Bell said she hopes the truck 

can “represent something good that came out of the horror on Beacon Street.” 

 “Heroes are often defined by the manner of their death,” she said. “But all firefighters risk their lives every day 

to keep us safe. They are all heroes.” 

Etched into the side of the truck is a shamrock with Kennedy’s name above it. This serves as a reminder of his 

continuously upbeat personality, contagious laugh, and warm smile, according to Bourdeau. 

“I take comfort in the fact that Ed and Mike are always with us,” he said. “No matter what, they are looking 

down on us, and helping us provide comfort and TLC to these men and women so they can go home to their 

families at shift’s end.” 

Sparks senior member Neal Miller also attended the event. Keith Bedford/Globe Staff 

 

Boston Sparks respond in a rescue-type vehicle to provide decon/rehab services to firefighters and first 

responders. They provide individual disposal towels, for example, to members as they exit a fire building for 

immediate removal of soot/grime etc. They provide these services with directions by the incident commander. 

They also provide cold drinks, hot drinks, sandwiches and provide additional support as required (e.g. warming 

tents). The vehicle responds to working fires, major alarms, extended operations, crime scenes and major 

emergencies in Boston and surrounding cities was funds raised by FF Mike Kennedy's mom (FF Mike Kennedy 

- LODD - BFD L 15). The Sparks do a great job. 

 

The rig was purchased through funds raised by fallen firefighter Michael Kennedy's mother; she said she needed 

a project to focus her energy on after her son died.  

https://nycfire.net/forums/attachments/1626627764606-png.14375/
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FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE 

Steve Garnett 

 

 

What a year it has been. Intense is the word I would give 2021. We have made it, but not without a few scars, 

some pain, frustration and occasionally some pure exhaustion. I hope however, you were able to find some 

joy – some joy in spending more time with the people you care a about, connecting remotely with people you 

haven’t seen in a while, focusing on family,  yourself and your own well being. 

2021 saw us into our second year of COVID restrictions, however, we were able for a while to come back 

together.  Thanks to the vaccine program, the PAM had been able to allow some of our more experienced 

members return to their passion and join us at the fire scene.  We were able to gather on Monday and Friday 

evenings to work on the antique vehicles, and connect as a group, and offer support to one another through 

the trying times.  As 2021 moved along, we found that support of that the membership needed grow.  When 

we were able to reconnect, many of us spoke about the sense of isolation, the loss of loved ones both 

personally and professionally.  We found ourselves needing the support of others.   

We hear every day in the news that so many are battling with issues, and I must remind myself of the 

immense collective stress we’re under, and the importance of showing kindness to myself, and towards 

others. Taking good care of ourselves physically and mentally is so important right now. If you are struggling, I 

hope you know you aren’t alone. Anxiety and depression are the most prevalent symptoms a lot of people are 

suffering from. You have a family, friends, co-workers to help you through it, and remember it is easier to go 

through it with friends than to face it alone. Maybe try something new, set a new goal, join a new group, walk 

more, take up jogging, read that book you have been meaning to get to, the options are endless even though 

right now it feels like we have no options. It’s been a rough year for all of us, and I just wanted to acknowledge 

that.  

Please stay connected, seek the support you might need, and if ever in doubt, never forget we are here for 

you. I also want to acknowledge the very real struggles so many of us are facing due to the events of the 

world, the pandemic, and the real struggles of simply living and the changes we are forced to make.  

We have all had the full pendulum from fatigue, high anxiety, great sadness, to joy and rediscovery. We need 

to remind ourselves to not judge, show a little grace, show some empathy and simply to be kind.  

We all need an antidote ! A remedy that you can turn to when things are not going so well and will bring you 

to your happy place….my medicine is putting on my headphones and listening to some great music ! What 

makes you happy ?? 
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Return of the Hartford Hook: 

Hartford firefighter reproduces old-school fire 

hooks and donates them to city’s fire department 

By Rebecca Lurye  

Hartford Courant |  

Nov 09, 2021  

 

 
 

From left, retired Hartford deputy fire chief Leigh Shapiro and firefighter Ashley Shapiro, his son, stand with 

Hartford Fire Chief Rodney Barco outside the South Green fire station on Monday, Nov. 8. Barco holds a 

modern Hartford hook produced by the Shapiros' company, Capital City Fire Helmet, while Ashley Shapiro 

holds a hook with an original head, made as many as 80 years ago by fire department machinists. (Rebecca 

Lurye) 

 

HARTFORD — More than a decade ago, Hartford Fire Department rookie Ashley Shapiro was sitting in the 

South Green fire station waiting for the next call when his captain dropped a rusty, sickle-shaped blade on his 

desk. 

“I hear you like this tool,” Tom Dalton told Shapiro, a history buff who had recently arrived at Engine 

Company 1 Ladder 6. “Here’s the head. Play around with it.” 

https://www.courant.com/hc-rebecca-lurye-20170207-staff.html#nt=byline
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Dalton had brought Shapiro an original Hartford hook, forged as early as the 1920s in the department’s original 

machine shop behind their Main Street fire station. It had been a decade or two since Hartford firefighters had 

carried the tool, though it was once so widely used a stone carving of the hook embellishes the bay doors of the 

century-old fire house. 

Now, Shapiro is bringing back a modern version of the capital city’s unique fire hook. On Monday, the 14-year 

veteran gave the fire department six new Hartford hooks produced by his company, Capital City Fire Helmets, 

which crafts and restores custom, retro fire helmets. 

The Hartford hook had always featured heavily in the stories Shapiro’s father told him when the elder 

firefighter came home from his shifts smelling of smoke. The tool was especially useful for pulling apart plaster 

walls and punching through tin ceilings in search of pockets of flames, and firefighters felt pride in using 

something designed and hand-built by an earlier generation of Hartford Fire Department machinists. 

Today, a black and white photo from the 1980s, now hanging in Engine Company 1, shows a mustached Leigh 

Shapiro standing with the half-moon hook in hand. 

 
 

Leigh Shapiro, far left, holds a Hartford hook - used for tearing through walls and ceilings to find pockets of fire 

- in a photo from the 1980s that hangs on a wall in Hartford's South Green fire station, Engine Company 1 

Ladder 6. (Hartford Fire Department) 

When Ashley Shapiro first reported for work himself at Engine Company 1, he immediately looked for a 

Hartford hook, but all he found were the two-pronged variety developed in New York in the 1940s. 

It was a blow to Shapiro, who was already lamenting the plain helmet he was issued, which Shapiro thought 

was inferior in look, feel and fit to the leather one his father had once worn. 
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But his nostalgia was encouraged by his captain, Dalton, who brought Shapiro the weathered, steel head of an 

original Hartford hook. Shapiro bought a new wooden handle, bolted the thing together and brought it on his 

next call, where he was promptly told off for carrying equipment that nobody else recognized. 

The rookie wasn’t deterred. 

“I got yelled at for trying to use it, but I didn’t care,” he said Monday. “I kept using it. It worked.” 

 
 

Ashley Shapiro, a Hartford firefighter of 14 years, holds an original Hartford hook head that he bolted to a new 

handle. His company, Capital City Fire Helmet, is now producing a modern version of the old fire hooks, which 

were built by fire department machinists but felt out of use a few decades ago. (Rebecca Lurye) 

In 2010, Shapiro started Capital City Fire Helmets to recreate old-school helmets for buyers who shared his 

preference for all things old-school. For help, he brought on his father, who retired as a deputy chief after 28 

years with the department, and retired deputy chief Richard Driscoll, who served 26 years. 

This year, they produced their new Hartford hooks, which also feature finger grooves and a metal cap that 

allows the end of the handle to be used as a battering ram. 

“It’s a very effective tool,” Hartford Fire Chief Rodney Barco said Monday as he accepted the donation from 

the Shapiros and Driscoll. 

“We have historians among us but these gentlemen took it a step beyond,” Barco said. “They have brought back 

the Hartford hook.” 

Rebecca Lurye can be reached at rlurye@courant.com. 
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NECROLOGY REPORT 2021 

 

Rodger Birchfield  Member Indianapolis Fire Buffs    Indianapolis, IN  
 
Bill Manning   Member Box 4 Assn.     Dallas, TX  
 
Greg Prokopenko  Life Member Gong Club     Jersey City, NJ  
 
Kevin Sullivan  Member Boston Sparks Assn.    Boston, MA  
 
Steven Richardson  Member Greater Springfield Volunteer Fire Dept. Springfield, VA  
 
Chuck Reeder  Member Metro Richmond Flying Squad   Richmond, VA 

Mike Moak   Member Greater Houston Fire Battalion   Houston, TX  
 
David Dwyer   Member Ontario Fire Buff Associates   Toronto, Canada  
 
Charles Womack  Member Greater Houston Fire Battalion   Houston, TX  

2000/2001 Past President International Fire Buff Associates  
 
Dr. Thomas A. Scott  Member, SPAAMFAA Associate Member, IFBA  
 
William McIntyre  Member Ontario Fire Buff Associates  Toronto, Canada  

Robert Doyle   Box 52 Association     Boston, MA 
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R. Peter McGonnel  Box 52 Association     Boston, MA 

Nelson Dionne  Box 52 Association     Boston, MA 

Edmund Foster   Box 52 Association     Boston, MA 

Edmund Lescoe   Honorary Member CT Fire Photographers AssnHartford, CT 

 

James Embry  President, Friendship Fire Association  Washington, DC 

 

Thomas Tierney  Metro Atlanta  Fire Association   Atlanta, GA 

 

Robert Stone Jr  Essex County Fire Wardens   Ipswich, MA 

 

Dennis Smith   Author, Publisher Fire House   New York, NY 

 

James Allison  Member Old Dominion Historical Fire Society VA  
 
Pat Bahen   Member Old Dominion Historical Fire Society  VA 
 
Tom Raiola   Member CT Fire Photographers Assn.  Hartford, CT  
 
David Freedman  Founding Member Extra Alarm Assn. of the Twin Cities, MN  
 
Ronald L. Biggs  Member Ontario Fire Buff Associates  Toronto, Canada  
 
Keith Milligan Sr.  Founding Member Special Signal Fire Assn. Providence, RI  
 
Michael J. O'Lear,   Member Box 42 Associates   Detroit, MI  
 
Pierrette Meunier,  Past President Pompiers Auxiliaries de la Monteregie, QC  
 
Sandy Roegner  Treasurer/Secretary Box 42 Associates  Detroit, MI  
 
 
 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 

 

 

*Several names appear that were inadvertently omitted previously. 
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