
  



 
 



 



 



 



 

BOARDS and COMMITTEES 
 2022/2023 

 

CFSI / Publicity Chair 

publicity@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Vito Maggiolo maggiolv@gmail.com  

 

Constitution & By-laws 

bylaws@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Dennis Ahrens, Chair Dennis.ahrens@ifba.org 

Bob Bowers Bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Mark Cohen mc41853@live.com  

Michael Quinn M1968Q@aol.com  

 

 

Convention/Education 

convention@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ken Beliveau, Chair ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Dennis Ahrens dennis.ahrens@ifba.org  

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Rick Cutts 
lynnfao@juno.com & 
 rick.cutts@ifba.org 

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Steve Korb rvaflyingsquad@gmail.com  

Vickie Mokros vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Frank Novak fnovak53@yahoo.com  

Joe Sullivan joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

 

 

 

Executive Board 

execboard@ifba.org 

• President,                          BOB RISTIC 

• Chairman of the Board       KEN BELIVEAU 

• First Vice President            DENNIS AHRENS  

• Second Vice President       VICKIE MOKROS  

• Immediate Past President  RICK CONWAY  

• Executive Vice President   STEVE GARNETT 

• Treasurer                           PAUL SCHAETZLE 

• Secretary                           GERARD MAHONEY 

• Vice President Region  1   MIKE QUINN 

• Vice President Region  3   STEVE KORB  

• Vice President Region  5   TOM MCDONALD 

• Vice President Region  6   DENNIS AHRENS  

• Vice President Region  7   BOB BOWERS 

• Vice President Region  9   CONNI SPELLMAN 

• Vice President Region 10  CAROLYN WIGNALL 

• Vice President Region 11  DAVE WILLIAMS 

• Vice President at Large     JOE SULLIVAN 

• Director of Publicity           STUART NATHAN 

Finance 

finance@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stephen Fickenscher stephen.fickenscher@ifba.org  

Carolyn Wignall ladyfirefly_911@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Fire & Life Safety 

lifesafety@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Gerard Mahoney, Ch gerard.mahoney@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Membership and Organization Business 
executiveoffice@ifba.org 
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Fire Buff of the Year 

fboy@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Ed McMichael edmcm@yahoo.com  

Tom Pelaia tbone1019@comcast.net  

 

Historical 
historical@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Steve Garnett, CoChair steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Ignatius Kapalczynski ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org 

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org 

Chris Kelley mweelin@comcast.net  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

 

Information Technology 

it@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Ian Duke, Chair ian.duke@ifba.org  

Thomas Bilbrey thomas.bilbrey@ifba.org  

Cody Daniels cody.daniels@ifba.org  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Conni Spellman auntconni@hotmail.com  

 

Insurance 

insurance@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Paul Schaetzle, Chair paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Past Presidents 

pastpresidents@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Vickie Mokros, Chair vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Gerard Mahoney gerard.mahoney@ifba.org  

Tom McDonald tmcfire@aol.com  

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

 

Recruitment & Retention 

join@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Joe Sullivan, Chair joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Chris Oliphant chris.oliphant@ifba.org  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Resource Committee 

resource@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Ira Cohen, Chair ira.cohen@ifba.org  

Karl Brummett 
kbrummett@suddenlink.net  
& karl.brummett@ifba.org 

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Jerry Traub indybuff1@gmail.com  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Gary Wignall thewignalls@sympatico.ca  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Turn Out Magazine 

turnout@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Bob Bowers bob.bowers@ifba.org  

Mike DeWalt mike.dewalt@ifba.org  

Ignatius Kapalczynski ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org   
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INTERNATIONAL FIRE BUFFS ASSOCIATES 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

KENNETH F. BELIVEAU 
1 LANSING AVENUE 

SOUTH HADLEY, MA  01075 
kfbct58@aol.com 

ken.beliveau@ifba.org 
860-614-9538 

 

 

 
I started my Buffing time with my father and brother in 1963 in Little Rock, AR.  
Eventually landing in Simsbury, CT,  I became a Firefighter with the Simsbury Volunteer 
Fire Company in 1974.  
 
 
In 1979, I was hired as a firefighter in East Hartford, retiring in 2014 with 35 years of 
service.  I am the Fire Marshal and Emergency Manager in East Granby.   
 

 
I was a member of the Central Connecticut Fire Buffs.  I am currently a member of the Fire Photographers.  In 
1983, I became a member of the Connecticut Fire Photographers, serving on the board of directors from 1993-
1995 and 2003-2005.  I was Vice President from 1995-1997 and President from 1998-2000 and 2005-2013, 11 
years as President.  In the IFBA, I have been the Region 1 Vice President from 2008-2013 and 2018-2022.  In 
2007, I was on the Committee for the Cambridge Convention and in 2015, I was President and the lead for the 
Hartford Convention. In 2018, I was awarded the Fire Buff of the Year.  
 
 
I am also a railroading buff and a member of the Lionel Collectors Club of America.  I enjoy discovering family 
genealogy with my son Andrew. 
 
 
As I move into the new position as Chairman of the Board, I will continue the work done by the first Chairman 
Paul Schaetzle and work with the committees to bring more clubs into our group and have the great 
conventions that we all enjoy attending.  
 
 
Kenneth F. Beliveau 

 

mailto:kfbct58@aol.com
mailto:ken.beliveau@ifba.org
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Office of the Vice President at Large 

Joseph P. Sullivan 

 
 

When long standing EVP Bill Mokoros notified the Board, he was stepping aside, Wally Banks expressed his 

interest in the position.  At the Board Meeting in Racine in 2018 Wally was resoundingly appoint EVP by the 

Board.  Wally took the position with the goal of “Making Buffing Great Again” under the mantra of Fun, 

Fellowship and Fire Buffing. 

The accomplishments of Wally are many, but let me state a few: 

  Information Technology.  Wally “set the stallions free” to bring the IFBA into the 21st Century. IT has 

created a comprehensive e-mail system, started a dynamic Facebook page and most recently established a 

program of virtual meetings, available to all clubs at no charge to the club.  The virtual meetings proved 

invaluable during the Covid crisis. 

  Constitution and By-laws.  He charged the C/BL committee to do a complete re-work of the 

documents for the first time in close to 50 years. The documents were completely reviewed, changes made 

and presented to the membership in 2019 where they were well received and overwhelmingly accepted. 

 Recruitment and Retention.  Carrying on the initiative established by President Vickie Mokoros, Wally 

actively participated and motivated this committee to seek and encourage, rather than restrict, membership 

of both organizations and individuals. This included the development of recruitment tools and streamlining 

the application process. 

 New Horizons.  One of the defining moments of Wally’s tenure was his landmark meeting with Frank 

Tremel the President of SPAAMFAA.  This “Summit” paved the way for the incredibly successful joint 

IFBA/SPAAMFAA Convention in Woburn, Mass. In June of 2022. 

The 2 highest priorities for Wally were TURN OUT and continued conventions. 

Early in Wally’s tenure the IFBA was suddenly and unexpectedly told the previous editors/publishers of 

TURNOUT would no longer be involved.  Wally set out to find a new team to keep TURN OUT  alive.  With new 

co-editors and tremendous oversight team, TURN OUT  is more extensive and every bit as good as ever. 

Although the conventions in 2019 and 2020 were derailed by Covid there is absolutely no question that that 

the 2019 in Montreal and the Joint 2022 Convention in Woburn were unprecedented in their successful 

programs and attendance. 

Wally’s success as EVP can be traced to his willingness to let the Officers and Members take the lead to solve 

problems and reach new horizons. His legacy will be defined by his ability to open lines of communication and 

to cascade information to the entire organization. 

WALLY BANKS            THANK YOU 
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International Fire Buff Associates, Inc. 

Region 6 Vice President 

Dennis Ahrens 

 

 

July 31, 2022 
 
I wanted to write this letter to say a very special “THANK YOU” to Wally Banks who has stepped down as 
Executive Vice President. This took effect after Steve Garnett was voted in by the Executive Board of the IFBA, 
at the joint National Convention held in Woburn, Mass.  
 
Wally has developed some health issues which forced Wally to make this decision. Most IFBA members do not 
know what an outstanding job Wally did during the pandemic.  Being the Exec. VP is a hard enough job but 
then to try and run this organization during COVID was extremely difficult. 
 
Wally moved this association into the present-day era.  This was a task Wally accomplished with flying colors. 
He has moved this Association forward by leaps and bounds.  He pushed the Officers and Board of Directors to 
do their jobs. 
 
I will certainly miss Wally and his leadership.  I wish him the best and that he resolves his health issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Ahrens 
 
IFBA Region 6 VP 
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MEET YOUR EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
Chairman of the Board 
 

    
Kenneth F. Beliveau 
 
Fire buff since 1963,  
Firefighter - Simsbury, East Hartford,  
Fire Marshal - East Granby,  
Member - Central Connecticut Fire Buffs, Boston Sparks, 
Box 52, Providence Citywide, Leather Helmet Society,  
Old School Fire Photographers.  
Connecticut Fire Photographers - Member since 1983, 
Board of directors 1993-1995 and 2003-2005,  
Vice President from 1995 - 1997,  
President from 1998-2000 and 2005-2013. 
IFBA - Region 1 Vice President 2008-2013 and 2018-
2022, Cambridge Convention Committee 2007, 
Fire Buff of the Year 2018 

 

President 
 

 
Bob Ristic 

 
Member - Milwaukee Fire Bell Club 

 

 
 
 

First Vice President 
 

 
Dennis Ahrens 
 

I was active in the fire service since 1969.  I was a 

firefighter and moved my way up the ranks and retired 

as Chief.  I have been active in the 5-11 Club in Chicago 

for +26 years.  I am presently completing my 10th year 

as President. 

I presently serve as IFBA Region 6 Vice President and 

the 1st Vice President. It is an honor to serve the 

members of the IFBA. 

 

 

Second Vice President 
 

 
Vickie Mokros 
 

IFBA 2nd Vice President 

Member - Milwaukee Fire Bell Club 

Chairperson 2023 IFBA Convention Planning Team 

IFBA Past President, Region 6 Vice President,  

Chairperson of the Strategic Planning Committee.  

Milwaukee, the place to be in '23! 
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Immediate Past President 
 

 
Rick Conway 
 
I am a retired captain from the Nashua, NH Fire Dept.     
I currently serve as the IFBA immediate past president.  
I am President of Box 52 Association and have been a 
member for almost 35 years.  I’ve held the position of 
Director, Vice President, and Secretary.  I am a member 
of the Leather Helmet Society and currently serve on 
the Board of Directors.  I was a member of the now 
defunct IFBA club known as the Middlesex County Fire 
Wardens and the Box 41 Associates, where I was Vice 
President.  I own an antique fire engine and hold 
membership in SPAAMFAA.  I am a Director for the 
Massachusetts Antique Fire Apparatus Association and 
am a member of the Amoskeag Reserve Engine 
Company in New Hampshire.  I enjoy many aspects of 
fire buffing, but most notably old firehouses and fire 
company histories 

 

Executive Vice President 
 

 
Steve Garnett 
 
Currently Executive Vice President of the IFBA.  I have 
held the position of region 10 VP, was President in 
2018-2019, recipient of the Henry N Wilwers Fire Buff of 
the Year in 2019. I joined the Montreal Auxiliary in 
1997, was nominated President in 2004 and I am the 
Director of the Montreal Fire Museum. 

Treasurer 
 

 
Paul Schaetzle 
 
IFBA Treasurer 1995 - present 
Board Chairperson 2016 - 2022 
President 2010 - 2011 
Region 9 Vice President 1985 - 1989 
Insurance Advisor 1988 - present 
Gong Club, Inc. 1972 - present 

 

Secretary 
 

 
Gerry Mahoney (L) 
 
I’m currently the Secretary of the IFBA and served as 
President from 2006-2007.  The first club I joined was 
the Boston Sparks in 1978.  Last week they bestowed 
Life Membership upon me.  I’m also a Life Member of 
the Box 52 Association.  I was truly honored to receive 
the IFBA Fire Buff of The Year Award in New Orleans, LA 
in 2016.  On August 17, 2022, I retired as the Chief of 
the Cambridge, MA Fire Department after 39+ years of 
service.   
 
As I always say the best thing about Fire Buffing is the 
friendships!   Many of my closest friends I’ve met 
through fire buffing! 
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Vice President Region 1 
 

 
Mike Quinn 
 
I have been interested in fire engines for my entire life, 
and in 1996 I began photographing apparatus in 
earnest.  I joined the Connecticut Fire Photographers 
Association in March 2009.  In early 2010, my thought 
was to create an event that captured the best elements 
of a model muster with an existing photo show to 
create an event that would appeal to all of the fire 
buffing community.  Thus, the Silver City Fire Fest was 
born.  The CFPA co-hosts this popular show with the 
Meriden Firefighters Benevolent Society and the 
Southern Connecticut Antique Fire Apparatus 
Collectors. 
  
I was elected CFPA Vice President in December, 2011,  
Since then the club has grown  to 120 members due in 
large part to the overall quality of our organization and 
our strong internet and social media presence.  New 
ideas are encouraged. 
  
I was Treasurer for the 2015 IFBA convention that CFPA 
hosted here in Hartford, CT.  I am also in my fourth year 
as a member of the IFBA By-Laws Committee.  I am also 
a member of the Southern Connecticut Fire Apparatus 
Collectors, the Crown Firecoach Enthusiasts and the Box 
52 Club of Boston.  In addition to these clubs, I also 
have worked as a model consultant for Code 3 
Collectibles and Fire Replicas and spent several days in 
Los Angeles photographing LA City Fire's rigs for 
upcoming Fire Replicas releases. 
  
Professionally I am a practicing attorney and a State 
Representative in the Connecticut legislature. 
 
 
 
 
  

Vice President Region 3 
 

 
Steve Korb 
 

My name is Steve Korb, and I am the Founder of the 

Metro Richmond Flying Squad and current Chief since 

2017.  I have been a member of the IFBA since 2018 and 

currently serving my second term as the Region 3 Vice 

President.  My fire service experience began at the age 

of 16 and I have spent my time on both the career and 

volunteer side of the fire service. 

 

I am currently retired from the career fire service which 

allows me time to spend with both the IFBA and Metro 

Richmond Flying Squad. 

 

Vice President Region 5 
 

 
Tom McDonald 
 
IFBA Vice President Region 5 
Houston Fire Museum 

Houston Fire Department retired 
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Vice President Region 6 
 

 
Dennis Ahrens 
 

I was active in the fire service since 1969.  I was a 

firefighter and moved my way up the ranks and retired 

as Chief.  I have been active in the 5-11 Club in Chicago 

for +26 years.  I am presently completing my 10th year 

as President. 

 

I presently serve as IFBA Region 6 Vice President and 

the 1st Vice President. It is an honor to serve the 

members of the IFBA. 

 

Vice President Region 7 
 

 
Bob Bowers 
 
IFBA Vice President Region 7 
Boston Sparks 
Hall of Flame 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vice President Region 9 
 

 
Conni Spellman 
 

Gong Club Chief 
Member GTMAA 
IFBA Vice President Region 9 
Chair of the Newsletter/website award committee 

 

 
Vice President Region 10 
 

 
Carolyn Wignall 
 
Currently I am serving as IFBA Region 10 Vice-
President.  I have been going to IFBA Conventions/ 
Events since I was only a few months old, attending 
with my parents Keith and Mary Franz.  That is where I 
got my interest in the fire service.   I am currently 
President of the Greater Toronto Multiple Alarm 
Association (GTMAA), a Director of the Ontario Fire Buff 
Associates (OFBA), Treasurer of the Toronto Fire 
Historical Society, as well as a member of SPAAMFAA, 
the Milwaukee Fire Bell Club and the Toronto Fire Pipes 
& Drums.  I am Past President of the IFBA (2012-2013) 
in which I was President 50 years after my father, Keith 
was President and also (2020-2021). 
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Vice President Region 11 
 

 
Dave Williams 
 

I have been a member of the Metropolitan Fire 
Association in Atlanta Georgia since 1972, only two 
years after the club formed.  I am currently the editor of 
their monthly newsletter HOT NEWS, holding that duty 
since 1973.  Currently, I serve as the Region 11 Vice 
President.  Eleven covers the southeastern portion of 
the United States.  

 

Vice President at Large 
 

 
Joe Sullivan 
 
After 5 years as the Region 3 Vice President, I am 
serving a second term as Vice President at Large. I have 
been a member of IFBA since 1969 when I joined the 
Special Signal Fire Association in Providence. Over the 
years I have been a member of the Boston Sparks, MFA 
of Atlanta, ODHFS, SPAAMFAA and I currently am 
honored to serve as the President of the Friendship Fire 
Association of Washington, D.C.  
 

 
In 2012 I retired as a Captain from Loudoun County (VA) 
Fire and Rescue.  This has allowed me more time to 
devote to the IFBA and my retirement "job" as a Loss 
Prevention Consultant for multiple firms. 

 

Director of Publicity 
 

 
STUART M. NATHAN 
 

Director of Publicity, Chair of the Henry N. Wilwers Fire 
Buff of the Year Committee 
 
As with so many of us, I began as a fire buff when my 
father first took me to the neighborhood fire station.  
Following in his footsteps, I too have been President of 
Box 414 in Baltimore, President of the IFBA, and 
recipient of the Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year 
Award.  
 
I have joined the IFBA Club in every city in which I have 
resided including Box 22 in New Haven, the Fire Bell 
Club of New York, and Box 414.  I have served as a 
civilian Commissioner for the Baltimore City Fire 
Department and am the IFBA representative on the 
Congressional Fire Services Institute National Advisory 
Committee.   
 
Although I am too old to remember this far back, I 
attended my first IFBA Convention in 1958 in Baltimore. 
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IFBA Executive Board Meeting 

Wednesday June 22, 2022 

Woburn, MA 

 

Secretary read the slate of Officers for election for the year 2022-2023. 

 

Convention Issues: 

 T-Shirt order partially delayed. Orders will be fulfilled. 

 Bus trips are sold out. 

  

Motion to Suspend reading of minutes, second, approved. 

 

Motion to suspend reading of President’s minutes, second approved. 

 

Chairman’s report accepted. 

 

EVP report deferred to Business meeting 

 

Motion to accept Financial Report, second, approved. 

 

Regional Vice-President Reports 

 Region 1 Submitted 

 Region 3 Steve Korb commented on Baltimore LODD Funeral 

 Region 5 Tom McDonald 

Region 6 Dennis Ahrens, miscellaneous regional items 

Region 7 Bob Bowers 

Region 9 Submitted 

Region 10 Submitted 

Region 11 Tom Bilbrey 3 active clubs, Nashville trying to recruit surrounding counties. 

VP at Large Joe Sullivan, report submitted, commented on Baltimore LODD Funeral 

 

Motion made, seconded, passed to accept. 

 

By-Laws Committee Dennis Ahrens 

 Proposal on Article VIII to delete dates of March 1st to November 30th. 

 

 Proposal on a Harassment-Bullying-Discrimination Policy was discussed. 

 

Past-Presidents Committee 

 Submitted 
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Finance Committee 

 Deferred until Treasurer Schaetzle arrives. 

 

Recruitment and Retention Joseph Sullivan. Mentioned three potential new clubs. 

 

Membership Committee Chris Oliphant 

 Application completed from First Responder Canteen, St. Louis, MO. Discussion on contacting Box 8 to see if 

there’s any conflict. 

 Application from the Old School Fire Photography Club of Connecticut. 

 

 Application for Associate Membership from John Hooper, Wichita, KS 

 

All three applicants voted into membership. 

 

Resource Committee 

 

Turn-Out deadline July 31, 2022 

 

CFSI/Publicity Report at Business Meeting 

 

Fire & Life Safety, all is in order 

 

History, Iggy scanning tremendous amount of materials, club newsletters etc. 

 

Fire Buff of The Year, a presentation will be made at the banquet. 

 

Newsletter/Website 

 

Miscellaneous other committee statements. 

 

Future Conventions 

 2023 Milwaukee, WI August 14-17, 2023, $149.00 per night. DoubleTree by Hilton 

 Board Meeting April 23, 2023. 

 

 2024 Richmond, VA 

 

 2025 Ottawa, CN (probably September) 

 

Old Business 

 

New Business 

 Suggestion by Ira Cohen to investigate Grant Writing opportunities for member clubs. 

 

Recess 

 To allow for power point presentation by Recruitment & Retention Committee. 
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IFBA BUSINESS MEETING 

THURSDAY June 23, 2022 

WOBURN, MA 

 

Meeting called to order by President Conway at 7:05pm 
 

Roll Call of Delegates, Alternates and Regional Vice-Presidents by Secretary Mahoney 
 

President’s Report by Rick Conway 
 

Executive Vice-President’s Report by Wally Banks 
 

Treasurers Report 
 

Motion to accept Consent Agenda Passed. 
 

By-Laws Committee Dennis Ahrens.  
 

Election of Officers 
 

 President Bob Ristic 

 Secretary Gerry Mahoney 

 Treasurer Paul Schaetzle 

 Regional VP 

 Region 1 

 Region 3 Steve Korb 
 

Secretary Directed to cast one ballot for slate of officers. 
 

Club Anniversary Certificates 
 

Special Signal Fire Association 

Ontario Fire Buffs 

Fort Worth Red Helmets 

Western Reserve Fire Museum 

Metropolitan Fire Association of Atlanta 

Extra Fire Alarm Assoc. of the Twin Cities 

Milwaukee Fire Bell Club 

Box 15 Club, Inc. 
 

Future Conventions 
 

2023 Milwaukee, WI 

 August 14-17, 2023, DoubleTree by Hilton Downtown $149.00 per night. 

 Executive Board Meeting August 13, 2023 

 IFBA Milwaukee 2023 Convention Facebook Page 

 Spring Board Meeting April 23, 2023 
 

2024 Richmond, VA 

 International Fire Buffs Convention 2024 Facebook Page 
 

2025 Ottawa, CN 

 Details to follow 
 

Turn Out Magazine 

Ignatius Kapalczynski is still looking for all older IFBA related content to preserve the history of the organization. 
 

Motion to adjourn 8:15pm 
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IFBA PRESENTS 

HENRY N. WILWERS 

FIRE BUFF OF THE YEAR 

AWARD TO 

PAUL BOUDREAU 

 

The Fire Buff of the Year Award, as it was first known, was established in 1967 to honor the individual who 

best exemplifies the qualities that mark a fire buff’s contributions in the interest of the IFBA, local buff clubs, 

and the avocation of fire buffing.  In April 1976, the name of the award was changed to honor its first recipient, 

Henry N. “Hank” Wilwers, a Chicago fire dispatcher and nationally known fire buff. 

The hallmark of this award is service – service to the IFBA, service to local buff clubs, to local fire 

departments, and to the fire service community in general.  Being that service is the key attribute in receiving 

this award, I think you will all agree that this year’s honoree has distinguished himself in that regard. 

The individual we are recognizing this year began his fire buffing in the 1970’s.  He joined his local club in 

1985 and has been a member ever since.  He served as President of his club for several years and returned for a 

second stint twelve years ago and has served in that role since that time.  He also coordinates the operation of 

his Club’s museum. 

 

Some years ago, a local newspaper article described him as a sparky, part of an age old fraternity of fire chasers, 

someone who has been to more than 300 fires in a mere two year stretch and possibly thousands in his lifetime.  

But he doesn’t go just to watch the firefighters battle these blazes.  He spends countless hours coordinating the 

operation of the canteen units for his Club and going on calls with the canteen unit at all hours of the day and 

night. 

This is a canteen operation that has expanded its fleet in recent years and increased its operations throughout the 

metropolitan area.  In fact, it is continuing to expand the territory it covers even now.  He has handled canteen 

duties at large events of national significance. 

We are honored tonight to present the Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year Award for 2022 to Paul 

Boudreau of the Boston Sparks. 
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  April 7, 2022 

 

IFBA Member Groups 

IFBA Associate Members 

 

Subject: Request for Nominations for the Wilwers FBOY Award 

  Request for Nominations for Kaminski Scholarship 

  Notice of 2023 Annual Meeting of the IFBA 

   

Dear Fellow Buff: 

 

Pursuant to the IFBA By-Laws Article 8, I am soliciting candidates for the Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year award 

for 2023, which must be received in the IFBA Executive Office by April 30, 2023. The requirements of the nomination 

require the submission of the nomination in writing with a resume stating the reason for the person’s nomination. 

 

You may either send the nomination by attachment to an email to IFBA Executive Office address shown below, or by 

government mail or delivery service which must arrive at the IFBA Executive Office by April 30, 2023. I will submit all 

nominations to the Fire Buff of the Year Committee for their confidential handling of the nominations and the award. 

 

I encourage you to provide a robust submission letter and attachments to improve the favorable review of your nominee. 

This is an extremely competitive award. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you of the Roman Kaminski scholarship offer from the Executive 

Board to any first-time attendee to the Annual Convention equal to the registration fee of the Convention. Only one 

scholarship will be awarded per convention. 

 

You may tell your first-time attendee that they can write a letter to the Executive Office detailing their desire to earn the 

scholarship, their buffing experience, their reasons to attend the convention, and what they hope to receive from their 

overall convention attendance experience. Please have the first-time attendee send the letter to the Executive Office 

address below either by attachment to an email or by government mail or delivery service by April 30, 2023. I will submit 

all letters received to the Executive Board for review and action. 

 

I would like to give you official notice of the IFBA 2023 Annual Meeting to be held on or after 7 p.m. CDST, August 14, 

2023, in the city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin with the 2023 IFBA Convention.  

 

I hope to see all of you at the Milwaukee 2023 IFBA Convention scheduled for August 14th through 17th, 2023. 

 

Remember to encourage Fun, Fellowship, Fire Buffing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ Wally Banks 

 

Executive Vice President Emeritus 

E-Mail:  executiveoffice@ifba.org  

mailto:executiveoffice@ifba.org
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Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year Award 

 

The IFBA presents the Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of the Year Award, the most prestigious honor a fire buff 

can receive, at our Annual Convention. The Award recognizes service to the IFBA, to a local fire buff club, to a 

local fire department, or to the fire service in general. 

The “Fire Buff of the Year” Award, as it was originally known, was established in 1967 in St. Louis to honor a 

person who best exemplifies the qualities that distinguish a fire buff.  In 1976 the Award was re-named to honor 

its first recipient, Henry N, “Hank” Wilwers, a Chicago fire dispatcher and well-known fire buff. 

Our Fire Buff of the Year Committee encourages your nominations and solicits all regional vice presidents and 

member groups to submit recommended awardees. Nominations must be sent to the Executive Vice President 

who will forward them to the Committee.  The Committee protects the confidentiality of the nominees, and the 

identity of the honoree is not revealed until the banquet at the Annual Convention. 

To help those who wish to make a nomination, we have developed a list of items that will be considered. They 

are not listed in order of importance and are not mandatory; they are meant to be illustrative of the types of 

information that will be considered. 

1. Description of service to the IFBA 

2. Description of service to local fire buff club 

3. Description of service to local fire department(s) 

4. Any biographical information of interest about the nominee (e.g. any family connections to fire buffing 

or the fire service 

5. Any relevant awards previously received 

6. Letters of support from local buff club 

7. Letters of support from fire officials (e.g. chief officers, union officials, etc.) 

8. Letters of support from other interested persons 

 

There are many IFBA members who are qualified to join the previous honorees who have been recognized for 

their achievements. We need you to step up and submit qualified applicants. 

 

        Stuart M. Nathan, Chairman 

        Tom Pelaia 

        Ed McMichael 
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365 DAYS AND COUNTING 
(As of August 13, 2022) 

 



44 
 

 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 

AUGUST 14-17, 2023 
 

WHAT TO DO? WHAT TO DO? WHAT TO DO? 
 

      If you have ever planned a convention, you know that the main goal is to make plans that will attract and 

appeal to members of your organization. That is no different when planning a convention for the IFBA.  The 

planning team for the 2023 IFBA Convention, to be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has been hard at work 

making sure that we reach that goal. 

     We are committed to providing a wide range of activities that not only promote the local fire departments, 

but also showcase venues in the greater Milwaukee area. We also realize that attendees like to have ‘down 

time’ to kick back and relax, to buff with others, or to go out and explore the many activities the city has to 

offer, so we are building free time into the schedule. Even though we have plans ‘locked in stone’, we still are 

deciding ‘what to do?’ so that the schedule appeals to everyone. 

       To help you plan your trip to Milwaukee next August, we have two sites you can go to that will be regularly 

updated. The sites are: 

https://Ifba2023convention.com 

ifba 2023 milwaukee convention (facebook) 

     The sites listed above will include all information about the hotel, including the registration code which will 

be available in September, rates ($149 per night including three days prior and three days after convention), 

lists of activities occurring in Milwaukee and the surrounding areas, daily schedules for the convention, online 

registration forms, ad book forms, and any other pertinent information.  

 

MILWAUKEE, THE PLACE TO BE IN 2023 
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Old School Fire Photographers 

Established 4/28/2021 

Newly accepted into the IFBA at the 2022 Annual Meeting, the Association is known as the “Old School Fire 

Photographers.”  The Original 12 members are known as the “The Dirty Dozen”. 

Association Goals - To promote fire scene photography and fellowship of the members.  Preserve and protect the history 

and traditions of the fire and emergency services by sharing and exchanging mutual interests and experiences.  
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Photos – Pat Dooley 
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Hartford CT Area Fire Action 

Jim and Nick Peruta photos 

   

1/2/22 Working Fire 284 Albany Ave Hartford CT 

  

1/11/22 2nd Alarm 212 Clark ST New Britain CT 

  

3/18/22 2nd Alarm Park & Heath St’s Hartford CT 
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4/17/22 2nd Alarm 862 Asylum ST Hartford CT 

 

  

4/18/22 2nd Alarm 126 Adams ST Hartford CT 

 

  

7/31/22 Working Fire 868 Park ST Hartford CT 

Photos – Jim & Nick Peruta 
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Woburn Convention Memories 

(Pending Convention Issue) 
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     BOX 414 Association, Inc. 
FIRE – POLICE            .              MEMBER OF IFBA 

QUARTERS  
414 NORTH GAY STREET  

BALTIMORE, MD 21202 

410-727-2414 

 

QUARTERS  

414 NORTH GAY STREET BALTIMORE, MD 21202  

410-727-2414  

 

 

By Stuart M. Nathan 

 

As the heat of the summer has descended upon us, we have been busy responding to 

working fires as well as other calls where a cold drink and some ice are a welcome sight.  We 

respond with Car 415, our rapid response vehicle, and are able to get to the scene quickly so 

members can stay hydrated.  July has seen responses virtually every day as the heat and 

humidity remain oppressive in this area. 

Box 414 is proud to announce that our esteemed Recording Secretary, Alex Katzenberg, 

has been named by Mayor Brandon Scott to the Board of Fire Commissioners.  The Board is the 

civilian body that provides advice and guidance to the Chief of the Fire Department.  As many 

know, the Katzenberg family has been synonymous with fire buffing in Baltimore for over 90 

years. 

With our election of officers in May, Shaun Freund continues as President of 414.  He 

has embarked on an ambitious agenda of making improvements to our quarters, emphasizing 

recruitment and retention, and building a new website.  We wish him well as we begin our 74th 

year since 414 was incorporated. 

ANNUAL FIREBOAT PICNIC 

 

 In what has become an annual tradition, skipped only during the pandemic, the members of 

Box 414 visit the crew of Fireboat 1 for a picnic at their quarters adjoining historic Fort McHenry.  Then, 

weather permitting, we are treated to a cruise on the boat.  Fortunately June 20, 2022 was a beautiful 

evening in Baltimore, and the forty attendees at the picnic had a wonderful time cruising around our 

Inner Harbor.  We were even treated to a view of the smoke showing from a working fire several miles 

north of the harbor.  Our thanks to the Captain and crew of Fireboat 1 for hosting this event. 

 
BALTMORE CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT PARTICIPATES IN CELEBRATION OF 150 

YEARS OF SERVICE BY D.C. FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
          On May 14th, the D.C. Fire Department celebrated its 150th anniversary with a 
large parade along Constitution Avenue.  Owing to our history of collaboration with D.C., 
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the Baltimore City Fire Department sent a contingent of apparatus to appear in the 
parade.  Most notable were Engine 14’s new Seagrave pumper which had not yet been 
placed in service and Truck 23.  The significance of these two companies is that they 
were the companies that lost members during the tragic collapse that occurred earlier 
this year.  In fact, DC Engine 14 filled in at Baltimore City Engine 14 while all our 
members attended the Memorial Service for our fallen sister and brothers.  

 

RUN TOTALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022 
JULY 1, 2021-JUNE 30, 2022 

Engines Runs Boxes Fires   Trucks  Runs Boxes Fires  

Engine 13 5614     592      151   Truck 1           5323     443      127 

Engine 33 5333     529      122   Truck 5           5186 387       105 

Engine  6 5185     585      138                        Truck 16         4911    383       108 

Engine 14 5050     494      152                        Truck 27        3792    209         49 

Engine 23 4975     529      125                        Truck 10         3587    486       155 

 

 Chiefs  Runs Boxes    Fires   Other Units     Runs   Boxes    Fires 

BC 2  1209     1060     241   Rescue 1        3437  426  115 

BC 3               1122       958     240                      Hazmat 1   162    13      3 

BC 6             1119       930     239   Fireboat 1     41    12      3 

       FRes Boat 1     59      6      2 

Medics           Runs     FRes Boat 2     84      5      1 

Medic 15 6413     Airflex 1   346 

Medic 16 6409     Airflex 2              307 

 Medic 4 6313        

 Medic 21 6303     Total Suppression Calls: 178,660 

 Medic 1 6221     Total EMS Calls: 166,109 

       Total Box Alarms: 2193 

       Working Fires: 90 

       Multiple Alarms: 37 (27 in FY21) 

           31 2nds, 3 3rds, 3 4ths 

 

Note:  Engine 8 led all engines with 165 fires, Truck 10 led all trucks with 155 fires 

Our thanks to Capt. Paul Novak Jr., Fire Communications Bureau for compiling these statistics. 



62 
 

IFBA CONVENTION UPDATE 

 

 A special thank you to the Joint IFBA/SPAAMFAA convention committee for a great time at the 

Woburn, MA convention.  A special tip of the helmet to Rick Conway and Charlie Tentas from Box 52 in 

Boston and Doug Boudrow from the Massachusetts Antique Fire Apparatus Association for hosting the 

largest convention we have had in many years.  The Convention featured several trips to local fire 

stations and museums, a number of interesting seminars, and a tremendous parade to help cap off the 

weekend. The IFBA honored Paul Boudreau of the Boston Sparks with the Henry N. Wilwers Fire Buff of 

the Year Award.  Paul has been a guiding light in operating the canteen and rehab service in the Boston 

area. 

 Box 414 attendees included Mark and Karen Platek, Stuart Nathan, and Ed Schwartz, even 

though Ed may have been claiming that he was really a SPAAMFAA member. 

 Next year’s convention is in Milwaukee from August 14-17, 2023, and the convention hotel 

(Doubletree by Hilton) is centrally located in the heart of the city.  The schedule will include the usual 

fire buffing activities as well as a trip to the Harley-Davidson Museum and Fire Bell Farm. 

 We hope to see you in Milwaukee. 
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 Photos – Stuart Nathan 

  



64 
 

 

 

 

Photos – Stanley Jaworski 
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Crescent City Blazes 
New Orleans Area Fires 

Courtesy of Chris Mickal 

DISTRICT CHIEF 

NEW ORLEANS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

www.FIRELINEPHOTOS.com 

 

 

 

04/23/2022   3300 Carrollton Ave.   3- ALARMS 

 

04/23/2022   3300 Carrollton Ave.   3- ALARMS 

  

http://www.firelinephotos.com/
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04/20/2022   1333 Thalia St.   4- ALARMS 

 

 

 

04/20/2022   1333 Thalia St.   4- ALARMS 

 

 

 

 

04/20/2022   1333 Thalia St.   4- ALARMS 

 

 

 

04/20/2022   1333 Thalia St.   4- ALARMS 
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02/16/2022   3200 Gen DeGaulle Ave.   3- ALARMS 

 

 

 

 

01/31/2022   12345 I-10 Service Road   3- ALARMS 

 

02/16/2022   3200 Gen DeGaulle Ave.   3- ALARMS 

 

 

 

 

01/31/2022   12345 I-10 Service Road   3- ALARMS 
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By Mike Penchar 

This will be the first time I will be composing this article without the assistance of my co-author, Chuck Bleck. As you 

may know, Chuck has experienced some health issues and is now residing with his sister in the Milwaukee area. I call 

Chuck every few weeks and am happy to report he is doing well. I would like to thank Chuck for all his input over the 

years. Chuck, you will be missed. 

Fire activity in Chicago, once again, has been rather slow. As of the writing of this article in late July, Chicago has 

experienced nine 2-11’s (2nd Alarm) and five 3-11’s (3rd Alarm). One of the more spectacular fires occurred on March 22 

on the City’s north side. The CFD responded to a one-story trussed roof 75’ x 150’ furniture store. The original call came 

in around noon and rose to a 3-11 by one o’clock. A partial collapse occurred early in the event prompting all CFD 

personnel to evacuate the structure and continue to fight the fire from the outside. 

 

     
3-11 at north side furniture store (Photos by Mike Penchar) 
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On the apparatus scene, the CFD continues to receive new rigs from E-One.  Nine new Cyclone II X pumpers with 

1500 GPM pumps, 500 gallon booster tanks, and 30 gallon foam tanks have been received and placed into service.  

Engines 8, 16, 19, 68, 89, 92, 95, 97 and the Training Academy have received these new rigs.  Four new aerials from E-

One have also been received and placed into service at Truck 20, 34 and 37.  As of this writing, Truck 25’s new rig is not 

in service but is expected to be shortly. The CFD also received several 2021 Ford Police Interceptors. These new 

“Buggies” are painted solid red and have been assigned to numerous Battalion and District chiefs. 

 
Engine 89’s new E-One pumper (Photo by Mike Penchar) 

 
Training academy’s new E-One pumper (Photo by Mike Penchar) 
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The 5-11 Club continues to provide services to the CFD, CPD and some close-in suburbs upon request. Currently we 

operate two canteens, Unit 401 on the north side; Unit 403 on the south side; Unit 405, a citywide supply rig; and Unit 

404, our Porta-Potty rig which was recently put into service.  So far this year, the 5-11 Club canteens have responded to 

23 requests for service.  These include 11 extra alarm fires, 6 SWAT incidents, 4 special duty requests and 2 suburban 

responses.  Like with all of the other clubs, COVID has put a damper on much of our activities.  We have not had a 

muster in two years nor a Christmas party with our fire museum friends.  Let’s hope we can all get together in the near 

future.  Sadly, I’m sorry to report the passing of long time 5-11 Club member, Roz Dinoff.  Roz and Chuck Bleck were 

fixtures at many IFBA conventions.  Roz passed away in September of 2021. 

 

“       
Unit 404 Porta-Potty rig (Photos by Mike Penchar) 

 

Please visit our website, www.5-11clubchicago.org, for the latest news about our 5-11 Club activities and a growing 

photo gallery.  The 5-11 Club now has a Twitter page. The link for the site can be found on the 5-11 Club’s home page. 

We look forward to hearing from you.  Also, it would be appreciated if you currently shop at Amazon, please use 

Amazon Smile, select the 5-11 Club as beneficiary, and continue your regular shopping as you normally would on this 

site.  A portion of the sales will support the 5-11 Club of Chicago.  In closing, the officers and members of the 5-11 Club 

would like to thank IFBA Executive Vice-President Wally Banks for his years of service to the IFBA. 

 
Tower 21 setting up at 311 on north Nashville (Photo by Steve Redick) 

http://www.5-11clubchicago.org/
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Hall of Flame Volunteer Organization  

The Hall of Flame Museum of Firefighting 

National Historical Fire Foundation                                                                             

Our volunteer meetings are held on the second Monday of the month. Starting with dinner at 5:00 

p.m., followed by our business meeting. 

Our volunteer organization has experienced an increase in membership. We have added six new 

members year to year.  

The Hall of Flame Volunteer Organization’s members voted at their June Business meeting to donate 
from their funds to the museum. The donation was used to convert the Shop, roll up door to 
motorized by American Garage Door Company. 
The Museum Management Thanks the HOF Volunteers 

At the June meeting it was announced that for the second year, the Museum is scheduled to provide 

field trips to every second-grade class in the Cartwright School District, a Phoenix elementary school 

in the West Valley; Monday - Thursday mornings from mid-September through November. The 

students will visit the museum for a fun and informative fire safety education program and a tour of 

the Hall of Flame by Museum staff and volunteers. A volunteer coverage schedule will be formed. 

Volunteer Member Profile: Ian Seivwright 

 As with so many of the Hall of Flame’s volunteers, Ian Seivwright’ s 

passion for firefighting started in childhood.  

Ian was born in Cohoes, New York, near the city of Troy, but his family 
moved to the town of Western Springs, Illinois, 13 miles southwest of 
Chicago, when he was 5 years old. The family would often take summer 
trips to visit family in Schenectady, New York.  
  
“My Uncle Gene, who was my favorite uncle, was a career firefighter,” 
recalls Seivwright. “He retired as the Chief of Schenectady Fire. But at 
the time he was Captain of the station across the street from his house, 

so I would tag along when he would go on calls.”  
  



109 
 

 
 
A photo survives of Seivwright, diminutive in the middle of a bunch of grownups, staring up in 
fascination as the Western Springs firefighters battled a house fire around 1950. That sealed his 
aspiration. He puts it simply: “It got in my blood.”  
  
He was soon responding to fire calls in Western Springs on his bike. “At that time you had to be 
twenty-one to be a firefighter,” he says, but by the time he was a teenager in 1960, he and some 
friends had worked on so many Western Springs calls that “…a special meeting of the village board 
was held, and they gave us a special dispensation to become official members of the Fire 
Department.”  
  
After studies at Elmhurst College and service in the U.S. Navy as a Communications Officer for the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet in the ‘60s, Seivwright returned to Western Springs, working 
for decades as a safety engineer at People’s Gas, the Chicago-area gas utility. He remained a part-
time member of the Western Springs FD through it all.  
  
“By day I was fire and safety in Chicago, and by night I was fire and safety in Western Springs,” he 
notes.  
  
He was frustrated by the limitations of medical treatment in the fire service those years. “We’re 
watching Johnny and Roy [on TV’s Emergency!] save people on TV, and we have people dying in the 
ambulance,” he remembers. “I’d go home and lay in bed at night and couldn’t sleep because I knew 
we could do more.”  
  
As part of the effort to do better, Seivwright was the town’s first EMT, and he became the first 
paramedic in 1979. He soon saw results.  
  
“On Thanksgiving 1979, we had a call for a full cardiac arrest; a 72-year-old lady had collapsed at the 
table,” Seivwright remembers. We successfully resuscitated her and by the time we got her to the 
hospital she was awake and breathing. She lived another twenty years. Her son was so impressed he 
joined the fire department.”  
  
Seivwright was also an innovator in his day job, eventually becoming Director of Corporate Safety for 
People’s Gas and a founding member of the Northeast Illinois Industrial Mutual Aid Association. He 
was a founder of a new firefighting training ground, based on a similar facility at Texas A & M 
University, which was used to train Peoples Gas refinery firefighters and most municipal fire 
departments in the Chicago area. 
  
The high-level training was necessary for the area’s industrial firefighters: “We had some huge fires. 
The most devastating was the Union Oil Fire in Romeoville, Illinois in 1984. Horrendous fire. It was a 
‘process unit’ fire, and they are very unpredictable. It killed 17, 11 of which were Union Refinery 
firefighters. I never thought I was going to go home.”  
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But he did make it home. Seivwright retired from Peoples Energy in 2003, and after that he moved to 
a career position with Western Springs and retired as Deputy Chief in 2010 with 50 years of service. 
Seivwright and his wife Nancy eventually followed his brother-in-law, the late Larry Taggart, a 
longtime Hall of Flame volunteer, to the Valley. Seivwright first visited the museum in 2009, then 
joined in 2010. He is now the Secretary of our volunteer organization, and one of our most prominent 
members.  
  
“My heart and soul have been in the fire service since I was seven years old,” says Seivwright. 
“Coming here to the Hall of Flame gives me an opportunity to keep my soul in the fire service. And 
that means a lot.” 
 

Museum Donations: 
 
 
 
John Madson and his friend took a long trip down from the northwest to 
bring us this  
perfect 1929 Ford Model T Fire Chief’s Truck. This incredible jewel once 
served in  
Yakima, Washington, and years later was restored by John’s incredibly 
talented father. 
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We have enjoyed a lot of generosity here at the Hall of Flame Museum of firefighting in recent 
months. It has come not just from monetary gifts, grateful as we are for them, but also in donation of 
services, materials, and highly skilled labor. 
 
 For instance: In January, volunteer Norbe Purall donated his time and electrical expertise (and his 
wife Bonnie  donated his absence) to install red lights that rotate when you 
push and hold down a button on the dashboard of our 1951 cab forward 
American LaFrance pumper in Gallery II, the one truck in our collection 
available for boarding. Brian Emmel of emergency lighting firm Federal 
Signal coordinated the donation of the rotating lights for this project. It adds 
to the fun of playing on this truck.  
 
The recently acquired1951 cab forward American LaFrance,   as well as 
our 1948 Mack from Pierre, South Dakota, received a spiffing up from 
expert detailer Eloy Martinez. Eloy is currently working on a 1926 Ford 
Model T Chief’s car from Yakima, Washington which was recently donated 
to the museum and is being prepared for display. 
 
 Hall of Flame volunteers Bob Bombiadi and Jim Goode demonstrated their formidable ingenuity in 
wiring the former front desk from Thunderbird Fire and Safety Equipment Corporation with similar 
lights that flash. The handsome piece, which now resides in our kids’ play area, was donated by 
former Thunderbird Fire owner Fred Nachman (see “Thunderbird Fire & Safety Equipment Corp. Fire” 
for more details).  
 
Along with the building and the kids’ attractions, the trucks on exhibit also got some  
upgrades. Chris Dockter with the tire division of Sunstate Equipment on Washington  
Street contributed both material and labor to our 1955 aerial ladder truck from  
Baldwin, New York, and other rigs that are used outside the museum.  
 
The Hall of Flame’s volunteers also got some donor love. They received a major  
donation from John Balzic of MJ Trophies in Glendale; more than 100 shirts were  
provided for the museum’s volunteer organization, with accompanying embroidery.  
Without contributions of this sort, it would be difficult for the Hall of Flame Museum  
to maintain our public programs, or the level of experience that we try to give every  
visit. 

 

Thunderbird Fire & Safety Equipment Corp. Fire Donation: Many Phoenix-

area firefighters and emergency workers remember doing business at the old Thunderbird Fire and 
Safety Equipment Corporation building. Located on Roeser Rd in Phoenix, it is distinctive because 
the side of the concrete building had a giant mural on it, painted by noted artist Richard Haas, 
resembling an old-fashioned fire station. 
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The building was as intriguing inside as outside. Walking into the reception area, visitors to 
Thunderbird would encounter a one-of-a-kind reception desk made from the cab of an E-One (and a 
Pierce front bumper); the owner, Paradise Valley resident and longtime Valley businessperson Fred 
Nachman, commissioned the unique desk around 1985. 

 Fred has now donated this singular piece of Phoenix’s fire history to the Hall of 
Flame Museum. This past February the desk was transported to the museum, 
carefully  unloaded, then painstakingly reassembled by Hall of Flame docent 
Bob Bombiadi. After a brief period on display in Gallery 3, the desk has been 
moved into the play area at the rear  
of Gallery 4, where, newly equipped with improved seating, it is already being 

“driven” by young visitors to imaginary fires 

 
 

 

1937 Aerial Pirsch 

We are always excited here at the Hall of Flame when we meet people 
who remember our exhibits from before they became museum pieces. 
In recent months we had two different visitors to the Museum who 
offered us first-hand memories of our beautiful 1937 Pirsch “All-Power” 
Aerial, now on display in Gallery 4.  

One was a gentleman named David, who came to the Hall of Flame 

on a senior tour from La Siena retirement community. A native of 

Kenosha, Wisconsin, David remembered seeing this ladder truck, built 

right there in Kenosha by Pirsch, many times on the street as a youth. 

And well might the rig jog his memory; the hydraulic aerial, which 

carries an 85-foot-long ladder, is one of very few trucks in our museum still wearing her original paint 

and decorations, having remained in such beautiful condition over the decades that restoration was 

deemed necessary. Not long after David’s visit, Keith Gumbinger visited us, also from Kenosha. 

 

A visit by Garret Morgan Great Granddaughter: 

 

We were honored a few weeks ago to have a wonderful visit from Gabrielle 
Gueye, great granddaughter of Garrett A Morgan. She is also a proud 
graduate of the famous Thunderbird School of International Management at 
ASU. She stayed hours after a wonderful tour from Mark, our Curator of 
Education:  
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She will be returning with her mother Sandra in early February for the SPAAMFAA conference, of 
which the Hall of Flame will be the host partner site. 
 

The Vajen-Bader Smoke Protector - Garret Morgan: (article from last issue) 

 

Alongside the Hall of Flame’s display devoted to the breathing hood designed by Garret Morgan is a 
new exhibit, added in 2021, displaying another early self-contained breathing apparatus: The Vajen-
Bader Smoke Protector. 
 
This dramatic-looking mask was a pioneering attempt to allow firefighters 
to breathe in a smoke-filled environment. Produced by the Indianapolis, 
Indiana-based company starting in the mid-1890s, it was a lined chamois 
leather hood with fire-resistant mica eye pieces and ear diaphragms; 
some also incorporated a whistle for communication. The device was 
equipped with a small canister of compressed air on the back, allowing 
the user to breathe, and providing air in the hood’s interior that was 
significantly cooler than the surrounding atmosphere in a fire.  
  
     

 

 

Valley of the Sun Apparatus Update:               Photos by Chis Radoian, Phoenix                        

                                         Fire Communications Supervisor 

  

Phoenix Tender 49 - 2021 Peterbilt 348 built by Interstate Truck Bodies. Darley 500gpm pump and 4000-gallon water tank 
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. 

  

Rural Metro - Tender 826 - 2021 International M2-106 4x4 built by Truck Works. 500gpm pump and 2100-gallon water 
tank 

 

Salt River - Scene Support 294 - 2022 E-One Typhoon - rehab area, cascade and compressor unit, toilet and wash area, 

awnings, slide down rear stairs for roof top access to storage, light tower 

  

Queen Creek - E412 - 2022 Pierce Velocity PUC 1500gpm 500gwt 25gft Husky12 
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Prescott - E71 - 2021 Rosenbauer Commander 1500gpm 500gwt 20gfta 20gftb 

  

Phoenix E17 - 2020 Pierce Impel 1500gpm 500gwt 40gft Husky 

 

 
Fort McDowell - E402 - 2021 Pierce Enforcer 1500gpm 750gwt 30gft Husky 3 Hercules CAF  
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The Board of Trustees in partnership with the Hall of Flame would like to invite you and your family to join us in 2023 

for the SPAAMFAA Winter National Convention. We will be traveling to sunny Phoenix Arizona where you will be able 

to tour the world’s largest fire museum. 

This opportunity will allow you three days to tour the museum, attend the membership meeting, and gather with 

family & friends for a Saturday night banquet.  

Plan to come early or stay a little longer. There are many great adventures for your family to explore.  

 

February 1st–4th 2023   

 

 

Residence Inn, Tempe Downtown/ University 510 S. Forest Ave Room Rate $179 +Fees 

and taxes Marriott Reservations at 1-(800) 331-3131 Use group code (SPAA or SPAAMFAA) 
                                                                    

 

 

Room Rate $179  

 

All IFBA Members are Welcome to Join us! 
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The Voluneer organizaTion’s Board of direcTors 

Captain – Ralph Glasmann  

1st Lieutenant - Joe Bakas  

2rd Lieutenant – Tom McLinden  

Secretary – Ian Seivwright 

Treasurer – Bob Bowers 

    IFBA Membered Organization                                                                                                         

The Hall of Flame Museum of Firefighting 

6101 East Van Buren St 

Phoenix, AZ 85008-3421 

Executive Director Chuck Montgomery 

Visit our website: www.hallofflame.org  

  Facebook page: Hall of Flame Firefighting Museum 

 

60 Years of Preserving the History and Honoring the Members 

of the Fire Service 

 

 

Editors Bob Bowers, HFVO & Mark Moorhead, HOF 

Fall 2022 edition for Turnout Magazine 

http://www.hallofflame.org/
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THE TACOMA FIRE BUFF BATTALION 

By Michael Grubiak, Ed.D. 

 

The Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion recently celebrated the 35th Anniversary of its founding.  

At a special event held November 19, 2021, over fifty people attended a ceremony that praised the 35 years of 

dedicated service by our group in providing Tacoma firefighters water, sports drinks, coffee, snacks, and 

protection from extreme weather at fire scenes and other emergency incidents.  

Toryono Green, Chief of the Tacoma Fire Department in his keynote address told the fire buffs that their 

service was, “invaluable.” Continuing his remarks he said, “It’s one of the most refreshing things to look up 

when you are coming out of a building that has been on fire and see the fire buff support vehicle and know 

there are people waiting for you who got up that evening to take care of you.” 

Kris Hampton, Vice President of Local 31 of the International Association of Firefighters, thanked the fire buffs 

on behalf of all the Tacoma firefighters for taking care of them in all kinds of weather, keeping them warm, 

dry, and well hydrated and nourished. He emphasized that the fire buffs volunteer time out of their lives to 

provide this service out of the goodwill of their hearts. 

Local 31 continued this sentiment on their social media by posting, “The love for the Tacoma Fire Department 

is real in this special group of volunteers. The buffs answer the call in the middle of the night and in the rain, 

cold, snow, and wind out of their love for the fire service. We are incredibly grateful for their service and 

friendship.” 

At this event, The Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion announced plans to add an awning to its response vehicle to 

protect firefighters from rain, snow, and sun when rotating out from active firefighting. At the ceremony, they 

kicked off a capital campaign to fundraise sufficient dollars to add the awning soon. The adding of the awning 

will dramatically increase the level of protection of firefighters from harsh weather conditions during 

extended field operations. People wishing to contribute to the “Add an Awning” fund can contact the Tacoma 

Fire Buff Battalion by email at Tacomafirebuffs@Outlook.com .  

For the period January through November 2021,  the Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion responded to 69 events 

alongside the Tacoma Fire Department. 

 

mailto:Tacomafirebuffs@Outlook.com
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Fire Buffing has a long and proud history in America, dating back to when members of the founding fathers 

participated. George Washington and Benjamin Franklin were known to assist firefighters on the scene in New 

York and Philadelphia, respectively. The tradition of civilians supporting the efforts of firefighters and 

preserving the history, culture, and traditions of the firefighting service made its way to the City of Tacoma in 

1986, with the formation of the currently named Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion. 

Ralph Decker, Michelle Decker, Dick Mackey, Bob Wendt, and Paul Petrinovich were friends who often met at 

Tacoma’s famed Cloverleaf Pizza for food, beer, and laughs. Ralph and Dick often shared stories of having 

visited other cities to view their fire apparatus and see them in operation. It was during these visits that Ralph 

and Dick witnessed organized fire buff organizations providing water, food, and protection from the elements 

to firefighters during extended operations. The seeds of Tacoma’s own volunteer fire buff organization having 

been planted, they now germinated.  

Ralph Decker convened the inaugural meeting of The Tacoma Pierce County Fire Buff Battalion (TPCFBB) at his 

home on the evening of November 23, 1986. Michelle, Dick, Bob, and Paul were the other charter members in 

attendance helping to shape the organization’s future. With the approval of Tacoma Fire Department officials, 

the newly minted Tacoma Pierce County Fire Buff Battalion members worked out of the trunks of their cars 

providing, water, sports drinks, coffee, cookies, and other snacks to take care of Tacoma firefighters on an 

around the clock basis. During this period, a few new members were added while others left. It was a small 

but mighty group of dedicated buffs who committed themselves to the mission of greeting firefighters with a 

bottle of cold water and a thank you as they exited burning buildings. 

Members met on the third Saturday of each month, a tradition that is still observed today. Sometimes 

meetings were held at the home of a member, other times at the Tacoma Fire Department Training Center. 

Perhaps in honor of the pizza and beer of the gestation years, various restaurants around town provided a 

venue for combined Saturday night dinners and business meetings. Eventually, after the building of the new 

Station 8, the Buffs settled in to meeting at its conference room, where we still meet today. We were home. 
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In the early years, Ralph Decker, the president of the TPCFBB 

at the time, wished to upgrade fire scene services by 

acquiring a dedicated rig. His vision was realized when on 

December 20, 1994, the Chief of the Department, Richard 

(Dick) Moore with the approval of the Tacoma City Council 

acquired a retired Tacoma Fire Department Medic Unit to 

serve as an officially recognized Rehab response unit  

With the assistance of Tacoma Fire Garage members working 

after hours, and the donation of equipment from private 

citizens, the new rehab rig was soon outfitted with a two-

burner stove, a small refrigerator, a microwave, a new paint job with Fire Buff Battalion lettering and insignia, 

yellow safety lights, and a mobile radio. The original call sign for the unit was Canteen 1, which eventually was 

changed to Rehab 1. Ralph and Michelle built an addition to their home and housed Rehab 1 for fifteen years 

along with supporting supplies and equipment. This rig faithfully served the fire buffs and Tacoma firefighters 

until 2014 when it finally was decommissioned due to replacement vehicle parts being difficult to obtain.  

 

A private party donated to the organization a 2004 Chevy service 

van, which replaced the original Rehab 1. The van was garaged for 

most of its remaining life at the home of Cat and Bob Urbon who 

served for many years as the organization’s president and 

secretary. By the end of 2019, it became clear that the 

organization needed a larger unit to carry the supplies and 

equipment needed to provide full service at fire scenes.  

Dan Wolfe, the president of the fire buff organization during this 

time, worked for over two years in negotiating the purchase of 

another 

retired 

Tacoma 

Fire 

Department medic rig from the City of Tacoma. In early 2021, the organization took possession of a gorgeous 

2011 GMC NorthStar built rig with the capacity and functionality to provide upgraded service to the Tacoma 

firefighters. The rig has found its new home, docked in the rear of Station 8, where it is centrally located to 

respond to all areas of Tacoma quickly and efficiently. Shortly after its acquisition, the new rig received its 

current designator and call sign, Support 1. 
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Stepping back into history, on February 2, 1994, another milestone was attained. The Tacoma Pierce County 

Fire Buff Battalion became a Washington State non-profit corporation (UBI 601 525 763). Shortly thereafter, 

the TPCFBB filed for and was granted 501(c)3 status with the IRS (EIN 94-3209672). On March 26, 2021, the 

name of the organization was officially changed to the Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion (TFBB), in recognition of its 

founding vision and current mission to support, value, appreciate, and celebrate the brave men and women of 

the Tacoma Fire Department. 

It was at the 1995 IFBA convention at the Fire House Expo in Baltimore that the Tacoma Buffs met their most 

long distant member, Maria Crichlow who lived in the Bronx, New York City. She became a member of the 

organization in 1996. In July of 1999, the Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion was honored to host the IFBA 

international convention. One hundred and thirty members from across Canada and the United States and 

even a member from France were treated to a spectacular welcome from the City of Tacoma, Local 31 of the 

International Association of Fire Fighters, the Tacoma Fire Department, and the firefighters of the City of 

Destiny. The following year, at the 2000 IFBA convention in St. Louis, Ralph Decker received its most 

prestigious award: Fire Buff of the Year. 

Currently the TFBB has fourteen members and is actively recruiting more volunteer responders. Support 1 is 

supported by several privately owned vehicles that have been fully or partially outfitted to carry supplies and 

equipment to emergency incidents. This gives the buffs the ability to respond more quickly and to staff 

multiple simultaneous events. The Tacoma Fire Department has issued our organization Fire Department 

radios and cell phone hosted digital technology to provide immediate communications to respond safely and 

efficiently.  

None of this would be possible without our lifelong partnership with Local 31 and the Tacoma Fire 

Department. The Tacoma Professional Fire Firefighters Local 31 continues to support the TFBB through 

contributions made via voluntary payroll deductions by Tacoma firefighters. The money is used for insurance 

and upkeep for the Support Unit, for equipment, and for food supplies. Some supplies and equipment are also 

subsidized by the Tacoma Fire Department. The Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion is actively seeking donations from 

the community. Our Fire Buff Battalion has modernized with the help and support of its many partners, but its 

backbone has always been the sacrifice of its volunteer members who selflessly give of their time at all hours 

of the day and night and in all kinds of weather. History is often made by ordinary people who do 

extraordinary things. 

 

(Editor Note – This article was submitted for the Winter/Spring 2022 issue of Turn Out.  Our apologies to the Tacoma 

Fire Buff Battalion for the omission.) 
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Submitted by Ira Cohen 

 

At our Annual Meeting and Holiday Party December 14, held at Iberia Restaurant in Newark, the following 

Officers of the Bell & Siren Club for 2022 were sworn in: 

 

 President- Tom Pelaia   Chairman Executive Committee- Frank Sapienza 

 Vice-Pres.- Al Renzulli   Member Exec. Com.,- 2021-22-    Leon White 

 Treasurer-  Nancy Renzulli  Member Exec. Com.,- 2021-22-    George Ottley 

 Secretary-  Ira Cohen   Member Exec. Com.,- 2022-23-    Spencer Palmer 

      Member Exec. Com.,- 2022-23-   Joe Bray 

 

Besides Club members, guests included Newark FD Chief Jackson, Acting East Orange Chief Davis, Irvington 

Chief Gary, South Orange Chief Sullivan, West Caldwell Chief Luker, Montclair Chief Herrmann, and Livingston 

Chief Mullin.  Also joining in the festivities were firefighters from the towns we serve, as well as some of our 

fellow buffs from the Gong Club and the Fire Bell Club of New York. 

 

Just as food was being served, Newark transmitted a Second Alarm for a house fire, with exposure problems, 

on Highland Ave.  An additional Signal 9 (2 Engines and 1 Ladder) was also requested and Club members Joe 

Bray and Leon White left the party to take our Rig to the fire. 

 

During 2021, The Bell and Siren Club responded to 48 calls: 

 

 Newark  Second Alarms  25 

    Third Alarms    1 

    Other     8 

 East Orange  Second Alarms   7 

 Orange   Third Alarm    1 

 Bloomfield  Memorial Day Parade   1 

 South Orange  Social Meeting                1 

 Other Calls        4 
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Included in the above is a run the Gong Club made in October to a Newark multiple on Peshine Ave.  Our Rig 

was out of service due to mechanical issues, and Pat Spellman responded with Car 26 and was met at the 

scene by Club members Leon White and Ira Cohen. 

 

For many years, the 4 IFBA Canteen Clubs in Northern New Jersey—Teaneck Box 54, Bayonne Fire Canteen, 

Jersey City Gong Club, and The Bell & Siren Club—have benefited from a Mutual Aid agreement establishing 

protocols for the clubs to help one another.  The three main reasons for activation are: 

 

1.  If a club has an incident that requires an additional canteen(s) 
2.  If a club has a second job 
3.  If a club’s canteen is out of service 

 

Usually mutual aid is only activated a couple of times a year, but it is comforting to know that clubs can rely on 

one another if needed.  That is certainly one of the strengths of the IFBA. 

 

The new year started slowly with only 6 runs the first three months of 2022.  However, once the calendar 

turned to April, activity heated up dramatically, bringing back memories of the 1970’s and the “good old 

days.” 

 

Around 02:15 on April 11, East Orange units were dispatched to a working house fire at 53 Hawthorne Ave.  A 

Second Alarm was transmitted upon arrival for the fully involved structure.  Because of the heavy volume of 

fire, it was impossible for the first due companies to enter the house to search for any victims, and later a 76 

year old man was found deceased. 

 

   

April 11, 2022   2 Alarm East Orange NJ, 53 Hawthorne Ave 
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The City of Orange is an urban suburb of Newark, slightly larger than two square miles with a population of 

about 30,000.  It is served by a career fire department staffing 3 engines and a ladder.  Often when Orange has 

a job, they have to call for mutual aid to assist at the scene and/or cover their headquarters.  The Bell & Siren 

Club does not have any formal agreement with Orange, but we will respond if requested. 

 

A week later on April 18 the City of Orange requested the services 

of Headquarters #17 at a multi-alarm fire at 551 Lincoln Ave.  

While the original fire building was vacant there were reports of 

squatters living in the building, and they might have caused the 

fire. 

 

 

April 18, 2022  Multiple Alarm, Orange NJ, 551 Lincoln Ave. 

 

Later that day East Orange transmitted an alarm for a working fire at 94 Steuben St., St. Luke of Christ Church.  

While a Second Alarm was struck, there was minimal exposure damage and Headquarters #17 was only on the 

scene for an hour. 

 

The next day, April 19 we again had two runs.  The first was to a Third in Newark involving several taxpayers 

and adjacent houses at 706-708 Springfield Ave.  Many master streams and ladder pipes were used and our 

Rig was on the scene for over 3 hours serving the firefighters. 

 

A few hours later Headquarters #17 was back in Orange at a massive mutual aid fire at 235 Main St.  The fire 

started in one of the oldest buildings in town, a four-story brick structure with a distinctive tower that once 

housed a Masonic Lodge and several stores.  We were on the scene for 5 ½ hours serving not only the weary 

Orange firefighters but also the other departments that came on mutual aid. 
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 April 19, 2022   5 Alarm Orange NJ, 235 Main St. 

 

Two days later Newark got in on the action when at 11:00 Newark transmitted Box 3574 for a smoke condition 

at 388-392 Lincoln Ave in the city’s North Ward.  Arriving units reported a fire on Division 2 of a 2 ½-frame 

house.  The fire was extending to the exposures and in short order a  Second and then a Third Alarm were 

struck. 

 

Deputy 1 reported that multiple lines were stretched including 3 in the B exposure, 3 in the main fire building 

and 3 in exposure D.  The fire was running the walls and was also in the cocklofts of the exposures and it was 

several hours before the fire was declared under control at 12:40.  21 Adults and 8 children had to be 

relocated, but fortunately, there were no serious injuries.  Headquarters #17 remained on the scene for over 5 

hours serving the 100 firefighters who responded. 

 

West Orange is a 12 sq. mile suburban community of 45,000 that has a career department operating 4 engines 

and 1 ladder company, as well as EMS.  On Sunday morning April 24, first due Engine 3 responded to 54 Hart 

Drive for a fire in an attached townhouse.   They reported the fire involved the deck in the rear of the second 

floor and it was also spreading up the walls to the roof. 



129 
 

 

April 24, 2022   Multiple Alarm West Orange, NJ  54 Hart Dr. 

 

Command ordered a Second Alarm bringing all West Orange companies to the scene and he also requested 

Essex County Mutual Aid be activated for both additional resources to the fire, as well as for station coverage.  

The blaze eventually consumed 5 townhouses in the 30 unit complex.  While the property loss was significant, 

fortunately there were only minor injuries to the residents and a few firefighters.  Once again, Headquarters 

#17 provided hours of service to all the first responders. 

 

The icing on the cake to this string of major fires was a huge “block party” back in Orange.  Just before 01:00 in 

the early morning hours of May 3, companies were sent to reports of an apartment house fire at 43 Park Ave.  

This was a three story 82 unit apartment complex with heavy fire venting out of the end of the large three 

story “U” shaped structure. 

 

The initial fire involved several units, and while efforts were made for an interior attack, conditions 

deteriorated forcing the firefighters to withdraw to commence exterior operations with deck guns and ladder 

pipes.  However, these efforts were not that successful and the fire continued to spread down Park Ave. 

consuming more apartments.  Eventually the fire was knocked down enough to allow entry back into the 

building so the firefighters could resume interior operations. 

 

 

 



130 
 

 

About 150 residents were displaced, but at least there were no serious injuries.  The fire went to five alarms 

with most of the Essex County departments and a few from Union County either working at the fire, or 

providing station coverage.  It was not until well after sunrise that the fire was finally placed under control and 

Headquarters #17 was on the scene throughout providing canteen and rehab services. 

 

The Bell & Siren Club has a special relationship with the South Orange Fire Department.  Like many towns, 

South Orange formed an auxiliary fire department during World War II and after the War ended, its rolls 

gradually decreased.  In the late 1950’s, to bulk up the auxiliary membership, South Orange turned to the Bell 

and Siren Club and solicited our members to join the South Orange Auxiliary Fire Department.  Residency 

requirements were waived and many Club members answered the request. 

 

The Auxiliary developed into an integral part of the department.  Members were provided with full turn-out 

gear, Plectron alerting radios, and insurance coverage.  A spare engine was “given” to the auxiliary for training, 

and monthly drills were held.  This arrangement lasted into the 1970’s when once again lack of manpower 

caused the end of the South Orange Auxiliary Fire Department. 

 

However, the camaraderie that was formed many years ago continues to today.  Every year in June the Club 

goes to SO Fire Headquarters  &  provides supper.  Sometimes it is an outdoor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Bar-B-Q or President Tom Pelaia puts on his chef‘s hat and cooks a meal.  We visited the South  

 

Orange Fire Department for the final time on June 30, and presented Chief Sullivan with a small speaking 

trumpet as a token of the Club’s appreciation for all his help and support through the years. 

 

For the last five years or so, discussions have been held between South Orange and the neighboring town of 

Maplewood to merge their fire departments.  Both are similar largely residential suburban towns with small 

departments.  South Orange operates one engine (sometimes two) and a ladder out of headquarters and 

Maplewood runs an engine, a squad-engine and a ladder from two stations.  Maplewood also provides the 

basic EMS for their town while South Orange uses a paid service during the day and relies on a volunteer 

Ambulance and Rescue Squad for evening and weekend coverage. 

 

The prime movers in advocating this merger were the local politicians, not the firefighters.  The politicos were 

finally successful in their quest and on July 1, 2022 the two departments morphed into the new South Essex 

Fire Department.  SO Chief Sullivan will share duties with Maplewood Chief Alvarez until the new year when 

Chief Sullivan is expected to retire. 
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June 30, 2022    Bell & Siren Club President Tom Pelaia  
presents South Orange Chief of Department Daniel Sullivan  
with a speaker's trumpet 

 

Once all the bugs are worked out, the plans call for 1 Chief of Department, 1 Administrative Deputy Chief, 4 

Deputies (one for each tour) and a total minimum firefighting force of 14 operating 3 engines and 2 ladders 

out of the existing 3 stations.  On reports of a structure or a working fire, all companies will respond and if 

additional resources are needed, help will be dispatched through the Essex County Mutual Aid Fire protocols.  

 

On Saturday June 4, Region #9 held a meeting at the new quarters of the Jersey City Gong Club at 666 Summit 

Ave.   The meeting was chaired by Region #9 Vice-President Ira  Cohen and aside from routine business, a new 

IFBA club—NYCFire.net--- was welcomed and representatives of two other clubs, the Antique Fire Association 

of New Jersey and Passaic County Emergency Services and Canteen were also present.  Hopefully they will 

apply for IFBA membership as they respectively provide canteen service to Morris County/Western Jersey and 

Passaic County.  Since Cohen was finishing 5 years as Region #9 Vice-President and was precluded from 

running again, Gong Club Chief Conni Spellman was elected as the new VP. 

We all wish her well and know she will do a good job representing Region #9.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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On behalf of NYCFire.net a special ‘THANK YOU’ goes out to the IFBA for permitting us to join. 

 

Did you hear the news?  There is a new fire group in the New York City area that is totally different than most 

of the other organizations within the IFBA. They don’t provide canteen or rehab service, nor are they directly 

affiliated with any one fire department, but they have strong ties with FDNY.  A lot of NYCFire.net members 

have or continue to serve within the department.  Recently the membership has broken the four thousand 

mark with worldwide associate participation.  

 

So, what do they really do?  The group has opened the paths of communications for many. 

 

You can enter their ‘quarters’ from the comfort of your easy chair via computer or mobile device.  They are 

totally different but they maintain a 24-hour-a-day open door policy even for visitors.     

 

Welcome to NYCFire.net  

 

NYCFire.net has been around prior to 9-11 as a path to exchange information about the fire service especially 

in the NYC area.  Their ‘quarters‘ received a major overhaul and word started to spread as the internet grew, 

its popularity increased along with the website.  Since our quarters are located on the internet, we offer open 

access on an international level.  Please feel free to stop in anytime!  One can find information about ongoing 

incidents, historical information, as well as general information.  At any given time, you can find fifty to several 

hundred persons onboard the site reading any of the over 71,000 threads.  According to Retired FDNY Captain 

John Bendick, “The site is member driven. The members have posted over 236-thousand messages for others 

to read, sharing their wealth of knowledge, information, and furthermost of all, friendship.”  
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Over the years members have toured various fire departments, exchanged greetings and developed 

comradeship over some outstanding meals even if the food came from a fast-food chain. ‘If a job hit, we 

cleared out of the restaurant making sure no one was left behind’ commented Willy, a retired Connecticut Fire 

Captain, who acts as the social coordinator.  The guys would try to stay at a nearby hotel for a few days, 

making the logistics easier for all.  Visits to various fire houses, communications centers, and other 

department facilities was also the norm like many other buff organizations.”    

 

As the group faced the potential pandemic of Covid 19, gatherings were cancelled.  Members spent additional 

time on the website and the site’s usage increased.  With the development of the Zoom platform, a small 

group of members started gathering from the safety of their homes.  Thoughts and ideas were exchanged, 

developed, and expanded.  

 

The group has started conducting monthly Zoom meetings with extremely experienced lecturers covering 

subjects such as “Line of Duty Deaths”, “Inside look at FDNY’s EMS System”, “Beyond the 5th Alarm, FDNY’s 

Borough Calls and Simultaneous Calls” and updated information concerning “Lithium-Ion Batteries”.   The 

group’s planning staff was given a special presentation regarding the use of ‘Hot Spots’ besides the Nations 

‘First Net Cellphone System’.  This keeps members up to date with the fire service, like they are still on the job.    

 

During the monthly get-together, after a short formal session, members remain online to gather around the 

‘kitchen-table’.  We try to keep the gatherings down to two hours, but once the members start talking about 

different fires, houses, companies, or even rigs, talks have lasted into the wee hours of the morning. 

NYCFire.net has reunited former classmates, co-workers, and friends during these assemblies without anyone 

facing travel expenses or headaches.  

 

You are welcome to visit anytime. The door is always open at NYCFire.net  
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Ontario Fire Buff Associates 

Box 56, Don Mills PO, Don Mills, ON 

M3C 2R6 

 

Hello from Southern Ontario. The following members were elected by acclamation in the fall of 2021 to be our Executive 

Board for the years 2022 – 2023. 

 

President – Bob Rupert 

Vice-president – Rick Loiselle 

Secretary – Greg Brown 

Treasurer – Jim Stronach 

Membership – Robert Herscovitch 

Director and Editor – Des Brett 

Director – Carolyn Wignall 

Director – Mike Johansen 

 

As you all know the last 2 plus years have seen a lot of ups and downs in what activities any of our clubs have been able 

to carry out. 2020 was a write off for the Ontario Fire Buff Associates after the Province of Ontario declared a state of 

emergency in mid March requiring almost everything to shut down, including visits to fire stations, because of the 

pandemic. With the ebb and flow of the times we managed to get one photo tour completed in August of 2021 when 5 

members ventured to Peterborough County where we photographed 31 pieces of apparatus from 3 fire services; Cavan-

Monoghan, Peterborough and North Kawartha. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

      

 

Cavan-Monaghan Pumper 1 - 2017 Freightliner M2 106 / Fort Garry  1050/800/25F   S#M0781 

 

 

 

 

Peterorough Pumper 1 - 2018 Spartan Metro Star MFD / Carl Thibault   1250/1000  S#2748 

 

https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Fort_Garry
https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Carl_Thibault


 

      

 

North Kawartha Rescue 2 - 2020 Ford F-550 / Rosenbauer  840/250/15F   J#394320 

 

 

Then the Omicron variant of the virus appeared in the fall causing us to cancel our 2021 AGM and Fire Services 

Collectibles Show for the 2nd year and to postpone our 50th Anniversary banquet to April of 2022 after the vaccines 

against the virus finally arrived in late 2021. 42 people attended the banquet on April 23 at which Toronto Fire Chief 

Matt Pegg delivered a most entertaining talk on his experience as General Manager of Emergency Operations for the 

city during the pandemic and what the future holds for the Toronto Fire Service. 

 

With almost all Covid restrictions being lifted by late March we have been able to get back to a somewhat normal 

buffing schedule. To date we have had successful photo tours of the Kingston Fire and Rescue Service in May and of the 

Brantford Fire Department and one Brant County Station in June. Plans to visit the Vaughan Fire and Rescue Service in 

July, the Hamilton Fire Department in August and departments in Lambton County in September are in the process of 

being organized. Our Annual General Business meeting and Fire Services Collectibles Show will be held on November 5 

at the Toronto Fire Academy (see the attached  flyer) and a number of our members planned on attending the IFBA 

Convention in Woburn. 

 



 

      

 

Kingston Pump    271 - 2019 Spartan ERV Metro Star MFD  1500/500/40F SO#218062-02 

 

 

Kingston Aerial   271 - 1992 Pemfab Imperial T964 / Almonte 55' CET boom 1050/500 



 

      

 

Brantford Aerial 933 - 2021 Spartan Metro Star LFD / Smeal / 75'  1500/500/30F S#12270 

 

 

Brant County Unit 341 - 2020 Spartan Metro Star MFD / Dependable  1250/840/25F  S#52981 

All photos by the author and all pump, water and foam capacities are in Imperial Gallons. 

 

Until next time stay safe and have a wonderful summer and fall. 

Fire Chief (Ret) Bob Rupert 

President, Ontario Fire Buff Associates 

  

https://flic.kr/p/2n7Qn4o
https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Smeal
https://dependable.ca/uploads/upload/52981%20Brant%20County%20Pumper.JPG


 

      
  



 

      

 

 



 

      

  



 

      

 

  



 

      
 



 

       



 

      

 

A Brief History 

In October, 1974 St. Catharines, Ontario Fire Captain and OFBA member Doug Slack published the first issue of the 

"Booster Line" or, as the Masthead read, "Notes about the Niagara Chapter of the OFBA". Prior to this those members of 

the OFBA who lived in the Niagara Region had been meeting regularly to discuss what was happening within the region 

and to share stories and photos of apparatus. With the newsletter being published on a regular basis this was the 

beginning of what would eventually be the formation of another buff club in Southern Ontario. Meetings began to be 

held on a regular schedule from September through June and trips were organized to visit fire departments within the 

region and across the border into the Buffalo, Niagara Falls and Rochester, NY areas. These club organized trips 

continued until the demise of the club in 2012. 

At the February, 1976 meeting of the group first steps were taken to form an official buff club with John Kennedy taking 

on the interim duties of President and Bob Rupert those of Secretary while committees were to be formed at the next 

meeting to look at membership, dues structure, etc. Fifteen people met at Welland's King St. fire hall on March 22, 1976 

where the club officially came in to existence, to be known as the Regional Niagara Fire Buffs Association with John 

being confirmed as President and Bob as Secretary-Treasurer. Membership dues were set at $5. per year which included 

the subscription to the Booster Line.  Non-member subscriptions, of which there were many, remained at $3. per year. 

Membership in the club was limited to 30 people and prospective members had to be of good character and have two 

references from fellow buffs or members of the emergency services. 

Doug stepped down from editing and publishing the Booster Line in December, 1982 after 8 years and the task was 

taken over by John Dybus who stepped down at the end of 1983.  Bob Rupert assumed the position of editor beginning 

with the January, 1984 issue and held the position until December of 2011, a span of 28 years, but could not have 

accomplished what he did without the help and cooperation of a number of members and their wives who faithfully 

created the masters and ran off copies on the Gestetner machine then collated and mailed out the copies in the early 

days, then, after computerization of the editing process, stuffed envelopes and did the mailing in the later years.  The 

Booster Line eventually came to report on fires and fire department activities across the province and western New York 

in addition to local (Niagara) news. Editing of the newsletter was then assumed by Bill Middleton who carried on until 

the end of publication in November of 2013. 

In one of the most important decisions ever made by the RNFBA a committee was struck at the January, 1987 meeting 

to look into providing a canteen service for the St. Catharines Fire Department. However, negotiations with the 

department failed to come to an agreement and the offer was withdrawn. After many discussions, in June of 1989 the 

RNFBA created a Fire Department Support Unit and signed an agreement with the town of Niagara on the Lake Fire 

Service to provide a canteen service for its firefighters.  This initiative was spearheaded by Dave Battersby and 

supported by then Niagara on the Lake Fire Chief Gerry Whittaker.  The unit answered its first call on July 16 of that year.   

 

 

 



 

      

 

Subsequently the RNFBA Fire Support Unit signed agreements with all 12 fire services in the Niagara Region plus the 

Niagara Regional Police and the Region of Niagara Community Services as follows:  1989 - Niagara on the Lake and 

Lincoln; 1991 - St. Catharines and Niagara Falls;  1992 - Thorold;  1993 - Pelham;  1994 - Grimsby and Port Colborne;  

1996 - Welland;  2000 - Fort Erie;  2001 - Wainfleet; 2006 - West Lincoln;  2008 - Niagara Regional Police; 2009 - Niagara 

Region Community Services. 

In September, 1990 the club was incorporated with the Province of Ontario resulting in a name change to: Regional 

Niagara Fire Buff Associates and, on December 1, members of the Support Unit travelled to Mississauga, Ontario to take 

delivery of our first Support Unit vehicle after purchasing it from the Mississauga Firefighters Association and the 

Lakeshore Fire Buffs. The 1968 GMC Stepvan, a former delivery truck with the Toronto Star newspaper had its' last run 

with the Lakeshore Buffs on November 30 to assist Brampton crews at a fatal explosion in a donut shop.  After 

familiarization with the vehicle by the members of the Support Unit it had its' first run on January 18, 1991 to assist 

Niagara on the Lake crews at a 2 alarm house fire on Simcoe St in the old town.  That vehicle answered 68 calls before 

being replaced in 1994. Initially, the 15 members of the Support Unit were dispatched by St. Catharines Alarm operators 

on a pyramid call basis; i.e. the alarm operator called one person who called 2 people who then called 2 each and so on.  

In the early 2000's 15 used Motorola pagers were donated to the club and re-programmed by the Alarm Technician at 

St. Catharines Fire which meant that all members received a voice message at the same time. 

In early 1994 the RNFBA was incorporated as a non-profit organization allowing it to raise monies as a charity for the 

Support Unit and to issue tax receipts for donations. The Units' next vehicle, a 1975 GMC step van, the former Pelham 

Rescue 1, went to its first call on September 20, 1994 and answered 380 calls for assistance before being replaced by a 

former Tillsonburg transit bus in 2004.  The 1998 Bluebird was converted by PK Van Bodies of Oshawa and was equipped 

with a Cummins diesel; Allison auto trans; 25 KW Onan PTO driven generator; 3000 watt Wilburt nightscan light tower; 

Whelen lighting package; backup camera; side awning; rear serving window; seating for 7; full size fridge, stove & 

microwave; stainless steel counters; hot & cold water with 50 gal. tank and Bunn coffee maker.  The rig responded to its 

first call on October 5, 2004.  At emergency scenes the SU was equipped to serve coffee, hot chocolate, pop, bottled 

water, granola bars, cookies and when requested could put on a full meal, such as hot dogs, soup, their famous chili, 

sandwiches or pizzas. 

It was also around this time that the Support Unit changed its' name to the Regional Niagara Fire Services Support Unit 

or FSSU. 

 In the fall of 2009, the FSSU put a second vehicle in service.  The 1999 Chevy Astro Van (ex-Grimsby Car 3) was intended 

to respond ahead of the FSSU as a 'quick response' vehicle and carried basic items such as water, pop, juice and snacks 

(granola bars). It could also respond on its own to a second incident when necessary. 

In the summer of 2010, members of the FSSU were provided training in CPR and the use of Automated External 

Defibrillators after which an AED was provided by the Mikey Network and placed in service with FSU 1. A second AED 

was provided by the Mikey Network in 2011 and carried on FSU 2. After some lengthy negotiations the FSSU came to an 

agreement in the spring of 2011 whereby the fire services and other agencies that the FSSU supported would assume 

the costs of leasing premises at 514 Queenston St., St. Catharines to house the vehicles of the FSSU.  The arrangement 

ended over 20 years of the FSSU being housed in one of the Niagara on the Lake Fire Stations since its inception in1989. 

In November, 2012 the last issue of the Booster Line was published and mailed to members and subscribers with the 

editor noting that he had been ordered by the newly elected Board of Directors to cease publication. Finances were 

intimated to be in dire circumstances and within a few weeks the organization ceased to exist, ending 38 years of 

organized fire buffing and 24 years of providing canteen and rehab services to the fire, police and community services in 

the Niagara Region. Over those 24 years the FSSU had responded to 843 calls for assistance. 



 

      

 

FSSU 1 - 1998 Bluebird Bus 



 

      
 



 

      

 

Deputy Fire Chief Anthony Kelleher 

Director of Training 

District of Columbia Fire and EMS Department  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      

  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      

  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      
  



 

      

 



 

      

 



 

      

 

           Roz Dinoff           5-11 Club, Inc. 

           Michael Tierney           Friendship Fire Association 

           Robert Brown           Box 414 Association, Inc. 

           Jeff Simpson           Box 61, Inc. 

           Stan Read           The Ontario Fire Buff Assoc., Inc. 

           Richard Anderson           Life Member Box 15 Club, Inc. 

           Lois Tanis            Bell & Siren Club, Inc. 

           Jack Wright           SPAAMFAA 

           Fr. Dan Mahoney           Box 52 Association 

           Robert Sherwood           Box 61, Inc 

           Brett Barber           Box 15 Columbus Ohio 

 
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 

 



 

      

 

Hoop & Hammer Fire Alarm System 



 

        


