


 



 



 





BOARDS and COMMITTEES 
 2022/2023 

 

CFSI / Publicity Chair 

publicity@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Vito Maggiolo maggiolv@gmail.com  

 

Constitution & By-laws 

bylaws@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Dennis Ahrens, Chair dennis.ahrens@ifba.org  

Mark Cohen mc41853@live.com  

Michael Quinn M1968Q@aol.com  

 

Convention/Education 

convention@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Dennis Ahrens dennis.ahrens@ifba.org  

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Steve Korb rvaflyingsquad@gmail.com  

Vickie Mokros vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Frank Novak fnovak53@yahoo.com  

Joe Sullivan joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Fire & Life Safety 

lifesafety@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Gerard Mahoney, Ch gerard.mahoney@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 
 

 

Executive Board 

execboard@ifba.org 

 

Position Officer 

President Bob Ristic  

Chairman of the Board             Ken Beliveau  

First Vice President                  Dennis Ahrens  

Second Vice President             Vickie Mokros  

Immediate Past President Rick Short  

Executive Vice President        Steve Garnett  

Treasurer Paul Schaetzle  

Secretary Gerry Mahoney  

Vice President Region  1        Michael Quinn  

Vice President Region  3        Steve Korb  

Vice President Region  5        Tom McDonald  

Vice President Region  6        Dennis Ahrens  

Vice President Region  7         Dan Wolfe 

Vice President Region  9         Connie Spellman 

Vice President Region 10        Carolyn Wignall 

Vice President Region 11        Dave Williams 

Vice President at Large           Joe Sullivan 

Director of Publicity                 Stuart Nathan 

 

Past Presidents 

pastpresidents@ifba.org 

 

Member Name Member Email 

Rick Conway, Chair richardaconway@comcast.net 

Vickie Mokros vickie.mokros@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org 

Steve Garnett steve.garnett@ifba.org 

Gerard Mahoney gerard.mahoney@ifba.org 

Tom McDonald tmcfire@aol.com 

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org 

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org 
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Finance 

finance@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stephen Fickenscher stephen.fickenscher@ifba.org  

Carolyn Wignall ladyfirefly_911@hotmail.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Historical 
historical@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Steve Garnett, CoChair steve.garnett@ifba.org  

Ignatius Kapalczynski ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org 

Chris Kelley mweelin@comcast.net  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

 

Insurance 

insurance@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Paul Schaetzle, Chair paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Information Technology 

it@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Ian Duke, Chair ian.duke@ifba.org  

Thomas Bilbrey thomas.bilbrey@ifba.org  

Cody Daniels cody.daniels@ifba.org  

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Conni Spellman auntconni@hotmail.com  

 

 

Membership and Organization Business – 

executiveoffice@ifba.org 
 

 

 

Fire Buff of the Year 

fboy@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Stuart Nathan, Chair stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Tom Pelaia tbone1019@comcast.net 

 

Recruitment & Retention 

join@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Joe Sullivan, Chair joe.sullivan@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Ken Beliveau ken.beliveau@ifba.org  

Chris Oliphant chris.oliphant@ifba.org  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Resource Committee 

resource@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Ira Cohen, Chair ira.cohen@ifba.org  

Karl Brummett 
kbrummett@suddenlink.net  
& karl.brummett@ifba.org 

Bill Mokros bill.mokros@ifba.org  

Stuart Nathan stuart.nathan@ifba.org  

Paul Schaetzle paul.schaetzle@ifba.org  

Don Schmidt DLS@PreparednessLLC.com  

Jerry Traub indybuff1@gmail.com  

David Vaughn vaughn97@hotmail.com  

Gary Wignall thewignalls@sympatico.ca  

Dave Williams dave.williams@ifba.org  

 

Turn Out Magazine 

turnout@ifba.org 
 

Member Name Member Email 

Ignatius Kapalczynski ig.kapalczynski@ifba.org  

Wally Banks wally.banks@ifba.org  

Mike DeWalt mike.dewalt@ifba.org   

https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
mailto:ladyfirefly_911@hotmail.com
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
mailto:steve.garnett@ifba.org
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000K9k0:001V88HU00002Jc0&count=1596143260&randid=1317012072&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1317012072


8 
 

 



9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL FIRE BUFFS ASSOCIATES  

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  
KENNETH F. BELIVEAU  

1 LANSING AVENUE SOUTH HADLEY, MA 01075  
kfbct58@aol.com  

ken.beliveau@ifba.org  
860-614-9538 
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History Committee 

A significant number of convention books, buffing guides, newsletters, and reports have been located.  Some 

were intercepted just prior to oblivion for curbside pickup.  If you have or know of anyone who might have kept 

some old IFBA or club publications, save them now before they are lost forever.  Our goal is to digitally scan 

them for the IFBA archive effort.  Yes, someone DOES want those old ‘papers.’  This is the time that you were 

saving them for. 

AVOCATION - A subordinate occupation pursued in addition to one's vocation especially for enjoyment: hobby.   

(Merriam Webster)  Fire buffing is a life-long avocation for most.  Turn Out recently invited a number of buffs 

to share their thoughts about what fire buffing has meant in their lives.  The response was tremendous.  While 

asked for just a few sentences, most replied with pages of memories.  Thanks to the enthusiastic replies, look 

for REFLECTIONS throughout this and future issues.  If the stories inspire you to share your thoughts, we 

welcome and look forward to your story too.  Sincere thanks to the initial group of writers. 
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Turn Out 

Rebuilding the Turn Out archive progresses.  Issues as early as 1965 have been located as well as re-print of 
issue #1.  Only a few issues from the late 1950s and the early 1960s remain missing.  We are closer than ever to 
restoring a complete set.  Please keep looking.   
 
The National Fire Fan Register preceded the formation of the IFBA and subsequently Turn Out.  We are fortunate 
that many of those were saved and shared for digital scanning. 
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MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 

AUGUST 14-17, 2023 
 

MILWAUKEE, THE PLACE TO BE IN 2023 
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Historic Trinity Church 

 

Reflections 
Stuart Nathan 

Box 414 Association, Baltimore 

 

Like so many of us, fire buffing began for me as a young boy when my father started taking me to the closest fire house 

to our home in Baltimore.  I’m sure I was only 4 or 5 when we visited the neighborhood station to see the apparatus and 

the model trains at the Holiday train garden, a Baltimore City Fire Department tradition for seventy years. 

Buffing was a family activity as, from an early age, I attended IFBA conventions with my parents (Henry & Gladys).  

Becoming a member of Box 414 and later an IFBA officer was a natural thing for me as I followed in my father’s 

footsteps as he was President of Box 414, IFBA President, and ultimately was honored as Fire Buff of the Year.  

In a very personal sense, being a fire buff, provided a special connection with my parents, and especially my father, that I 

continue to reflect on and cherish today.  
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As a quick spring is on us, we have had a busy four months. Just this last week our coverage area was hit with a 

lot of fast-moving brush fires, in Several states. Some of these sized incidents we have not seen in over 70 years. 

Some into the several thousand acers. With apparatus relocating over 50 miles, For the East Coast that is a big 

deal. CFPA members did cover a couple of the incidents, but also during these brush fires our members covered 

a large amount of building fires also.  

 

 

 

Photo by Thomas Nanos. Lebanon CT 

Assistant Chief Alan Olenick working one edge of the first brush fire in town, with an Indian pump pack. 
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Cover Photo by Glenn Duda 

New Haven 2nd alarm 52 Ann St. dwelling fire 

05/13/22 New Haven, CT - Firefighters from the Hill section was met with a heavy smoke condition emanating 

from a two and a half story, private dwelling. Lines were quickly stretched, but were met with heavy heat and 

clutter to reach the seat of the fire. The fire soon vented the basement windows and started auto exposing to an 

auto and the first floor. Companies were briefly backed out so the fire could be darkened down from the outside. 

Additional lines were stretched to all floors as the fire now began to extend due to the construction of the dwelling. 

A second alarm was transmitted as a result. Firefighters were able to transition back to the interior and open up 

to stop any further spread. The fire took about an hour to bring under control. No one was injured in the fire. The 

cause is being investigated. 

 

Historical images 

Fire photography in Connecticut goes back to the early days of cameras our members collections have some great 

examples from all over the state, whether it be the larger Cities or smaller towns early fire buffs found a way to 

make it to the incidents, A lot of the fires are aftermath photos in the early days, or just what we call today as 

apparatus or posed firefighter shots. But they made the most of the incident they found. It was difficult to know 

about the incident or even to travel to one, never mind carrying all the heavy equipment and getting the image 

safely to the developing room, but they managed. Today without our members (Fire Buffs), museums and 

historical societies these images never would survive. So please take care of your images or video, plan for your 

collections continued survival. Make sure it has a home once you’re finished with it. To many fire-based 

collections or just local family collections are found at yard sales or just tossed away. Today with digital images 

it will be even easier to lose them. Make sure you have at least two copies (hard Drives) and sure the right person 

will protect them. 

 

Fire Hose Wagon, Norwich, Connecticut, mid 1800s “found on Ebay”. 
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Yantic CT, 1891 Silsby Steamer, Yantic Fire Engine Company collection. 

 

 

 

Central Wharf, Norwich CT Aug 1912 
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Photos by William C Peck, in care at The CT Firemen's Historical Society, A CFPA member 

Admiral Bollard Academy, Pequot Ave. New London, CT. April 5, 1937, General Alarm 
 

The CFPA membership has been active with all types of events, we continue to support and submit to local news 

media and national publications. We do receive some compensation from these industries, this supports our habits 

in buying new camera gear. Our images also show the world on what the emergency service encounter from day 

to day, it provides the public and city leaders a view into the world of firefighters. It also encourages the next 

generation for fire buff and firefighter. 

 

 

Silver City Firefest 13 Annual 

 

Will be held on August 5th in Meriden CT. 

-Check for updates- 

Fire Apparatus, Emergency service models, and  

various fire related items for viewing and sale. 
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The CT Firemen's Historical Society 

 

Connecticut Firemen’s Historical Society Museum 

The Fire Museum, located at 230 Pine Street in Manchester, CT has opened for the 2023 season. Housed in an 

original 1901 wooden firehouse, the collection of apparatus includes hand-pulled and operated wooden hand 

pumps, a hand-pulled Portland steamer, and parade hose reels. Gasoline powered apparatus include a 1912 

Seagrave Chemical Engine, Hartford Tower 1 – the only water tower to serve in Connecticut, and a 1921 Ahrens 

Fox. Both the Seagrave and Ahrens Fox were purchased for and served out of our historic firehouse.  Our three 

exhibit floors contain exhibits of helmets, speaking trumpets, badges, lanterns, photographs, and paintings; all 

artifacts of Connecticut’s fire service history. 

 

The Museum is open Friday and Saturday afternoons from 12:00 to 4:00 through the second Saturday of 

November.  Admission is by donation.  We can accommodate group tours by appointment and require three weeks 

advance reservations for groups over 10.  Check out our website: www.thefiremuseum.org for more information 

or call 860-649-9436. Follow us on facebook for updates on what’s going on in the Museum.  

 

Lucy Crossman 

203-268-0603 

firefighterlucy@att.net  

  

http://www.thefiremuseum.org/
mailto:firefighterlucy@att.net
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Fire Incidents & Apparatus  

 

Gary Haszko, Elizabeth FD 

Battalion Chief’s Dalmatian “Pongo’ in the cab of 

Elizabeth (NJ) FD Ladder 1 

 

 

 

Photo by Sayje Benjamin 

Bridgeport, CT  
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Photo by Doc Johnson 

“The money shot” Engine-4 pumping during the fire at  

Abate’s Pizzeria in New Haven on May 11 of 2023.  

 

 

 

Photo By Bill Johnson  
Hughsonville Firefighters, along with the NYSP-Wappinger,  

operated at multiple vehicles on fire in the Hannaford Plaza the kPot Korean BBQ.  
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Photo by Greg Muhr 

Portland OR and Fire & Rescue responded to a commercial fire at the former Elks Club April 6th  

 

 

 

Photo by Steven Frischling 

Montville CT Ladder 1 opening the nozzle on a stubborn dwelling fire in low teens 
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Photo by Robert Ladd 

Worcester MA, 3rd Alarm May 14th 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Josh Boyajian 

Chicago Fire going to work in the rear of 821 E 90th Place 
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Photo by Paul Shea  

Worcester MA, Engine 5 stretch on a car fire on Mill St. 

 

 

 

Photo by Keven White 

North Andover, MA Fire Department’s fully restored 1901 Amoskeag Steamer 



31 
 

 

 

 
Photo by Joe Shefer 

Bozrah CT, occupied dwelling fire 

 

 

 
Photo by Jon Tenca 

Rochester firefighters battled a fifth alarm warehouse fire on Otis St. March 13 
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Photo by Robert Reed Jr. 
Greenville Fire/Rescue (Pitt County, NC) Truck 1 

2020 Pierce Velocity Ascendant  

107’ Heavy-Duty Tiller Aerial Ladder 

 

 

Photo by Don Schmidt  

May 29, 1981 New York, NY Brooklyn Box 825 

Central Av & Woodbine St, Tower ladder 124 
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CFPA Rhode Island member Ken LaBelle (@NRIFirePhotos).  

March 2023 cover of Firehouse Magazine. 

 

 

Remember to follow the CFPA on social media at 

www.ctfirephoto.org 

facebook -  CTFirePhotographersAssociation 

twitter - @ctfirephoto 

Instagram – ctfirephotographers 

Membership information -  www.ctfirephoto.org 

 

 

  

http://www.ctfirephoto.org/
http://www.ctfirephoto.org/
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Friendship Fire Association 
Washington DC 

Joseph P. Sullivan, President 
 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS 
PRESENTS HISTORICAL MEMORABILIA  

to the 
FRIENDSHIP FIRE ASSOCIATION MUSEUM 

and the 
FAIRFAX COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 
 

The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) presented IAFC historical memorabilia to the Friendship Fire 
Association DC Fire Museum and the Fairfax County Fire Museum at a ceremony at the DC Fire Museum and Engine 
Company 3, 439 New Jersey Ave, NW on Capitol Hill on May 23, 2023.  The significant historical items were presented 
for display during the IAFC’s sesquicentennial anniversary year to these national capitol area fire and EMS museums.   
 
 

 
Elliot Goodman & Chris Oliphant photos 
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150th Anniversary Co-Chairs, IAFC President Chief Donna Black, Duck (NC) Fire Department, and IAFC 1st Vice President 
John Butler, Fairfax County (VA) Fire and Rescue Department presented to Joseph Sullivan, FFA President, a conference 
medal from the 1908 IAFC Conference in Columbus, OH and a portrait of 140 Members of the IAFC who attended the 12th 
annual IAFC conference in Chicago, IL in 1884. 
 

 
 

 

The Fairfax County Fire Museum was presented the original handwritten ledger of the organizations proceedings in 1873, 
displaying the notes of the IAFC’s first recording secretary – Cambridge (MA) Fire Chief P. H. Raymond, the first African 
American fire chief in the United States. 
 

 
 
The IAFC was founded on October 20th, 1873 in New York City and is one of the oldest national fire service organizations 
in the United States with 11,000 members worldwide. 
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     BOX 414 Association, Inc. 
FIRE – POLICE            .              MEMBER OF IFBA 

QUARTERS  
414 NORTH GAY STREET  

BALTIMORE, MD 21202 

410-727-2414 

 

QUARTERS  

414 NORTH GAY STREET BALTIMORE, MD 21202  

410-727-2414  

 

 

By Stuart M. Nathan 

 

 

During 2022, the Box 414 Coffee Wagons responded on 59 multiple alarm and 
working fires, including 21 two alarm fires, 4 three alarm fires, and 2 four alarm fires. The 
Wagons also were dispatched on 10 hazmat incidents, nine special calls, five fatal fires, 
and one mutual aid run.  The total of 27 multiple alarm fires during 2022 was just about 
average for the number of additionals in the last several years. Back in the busy 60’s and 
70’s, we often had about 100 additionals during a year, now we run about 20-30 multiples 
per year.   

 
Our vehicles also handled 178 details during the past year. Our details include 

serving at the Fire Academy graduations, parades, police incidents, funerals of active 
duty members of the Fire and Police Departments, Department blood drives, and the like.  
The many volunteers who serve on the wagon donated a total of about 3600 hours.  The 
top volunteers were Charles Shultz with 601 hours, Zach McCue with 506 hours, Sam 
Lackey with 412 hours, Shaun Freund with 315.5 hours, and Jacob Nelson with 246 
hours.  

 
Under the fuel category, we used 245 gallons of diesel, 843 gallons of gasoline, 

and 156.5 gallons of propane. Car 414, our large wagon, travelled 1798 miles during 
2022, and Car 415, our Chevy Suburban, traveled 9111 miles. Car 414 went on 106 runs 
and details, 415 on 204 runs and details, and Car 417 (the “potty wagon”) on 37 runs. 

 
A brief review of the food we served on the Coffee Wagons last year shows the 

following amounts dispensed: 
 
         Coffee                         246 gallons 
         Water                          549 gallons  
         Gatorade                     614 gallons 
         Hot Chocolate            1171 cups 
         Soda                            715 cans   
         Hot dogs                    1368 
         Sandwiches               1222 
 

SAVE LIVES - INSTALL SMOKE DETECTORS 
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SAVE LIVES - INSTALL SMOKE DETECTORS 
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After many fits and starts, we are hoping to soon begin renovation of our historic Club Quarters at Gay 

and Orleans Street in the Oldtown section of Baltimore. Our quarters, formerly housing Engine 6 and 

Battalion Chief 2, date back to the late 1700’s and were renovated in the 1850’s. The building is in 

some serious need of repairs, especially the clock tower, and we have been working with the City and 

State to obtain funding for the much needed repairs. Fortunately we were able to get a grant from the 

State to at least begin the design work and hopefully soon begin some of the repairs. Budgets being 

what they are, it is anticipated that this will be a multi-year process. 

 

 

CLUB PRESIDENT 

 

Shaun Freund will be continuing as Club President for the second year of his two year term. 

The Club has been fortunate to attract a number of new members under Shaun’s leadership, as he has 

emphasized the need for recruitment and retention of members. He has also been aggressive in 

seeking new ways to provide additional funding to support Club activities. 

 

 

ANNUAL FIREBOAT PICNIC 

 

In what has become an annual tradition, the members of Box 414 visit the crews of Fireboat 1 and Fire 

Rescue Boat 1 for a picnic at their quarters adjoining historic Fort McHenry. Then, weather permitting, 

we are treated to a cruise on the boat. We are looking forward to our annual visit on Friday evening, 

June 9 th . Our thanks, as always, to the Captain and crew of Fireboat 1 and Fire Rescue Boat 1 for 

hosting this event. 

 

 

IFBA CONVENTION 

 

We await, with great anticipation, this year’s IFBA Convention in Milwaukee, where the IFBA began in 

1953. Our thanks to the Milwaukee Fire Bell Club for hosting the convention. During the Spring Board 

meeting, we were lucky enough to see their Club quarters at the former quarters of Engine 25 and their 

newest vehicle. As an added highlight, the convention hotel is right around the corner from the quarters 

of Engine 2 and Truck 2 and Milwaukee Fire Headquarters. Please join us in Milwaukee from August 

14-17 at the Doubletree by Hilton, Downtown Milwaukee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE LIVES - INSTALL SMOKE DETECTORS 
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SAVE LIVES - INSTALL SMOKE DETECTORS 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

We mourn the loss of Walt Lemmon on February 24, 2023 who faithfully served the Baltimore City Fire 

Department and then Box 414 for many years. After serving 34 years in the BCFD and retiring as a 

lieutenant, Walt joined Box 414 and served as Chairman of the Coffee Service Committee. He and his 

wife Marie were the heart and soul of our canteen operation, and there was hardly a multiple alarm fire 

in Baltimore without Walt serving on the Coffee Wagon. His cooking skills were legendary, and his Egg 

McLemmon gave McDonald’s a run for its money. Not only did Walt and Marie work on the Wagon, 

they also were responsible for purchasing supplies and keeping the storeroom well-stocked at all times. 

Their financial support of 414 was critical to the continued operation of our rehab services. At the 2018 

Medals Day Ceremony, Walt was honored with the Chief Herman Williams, Jr. Humanitarian Award. 

Our condolences to Marie, and sons Mark (Captain of Engine 51) and Walt Jr. and the entire Lemmon 

family.  
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Crescent City Blazes 
New Orleans Area Fires 

l 
CHRIS E. MICKAL 

DISTRICT CHIEF 

NEW ORLEANS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

143 40th. ST. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70124 

(504)-884-4908 

www.FIRELINEPHOTOS.com 
 
 

4 ALARM FIRE  

04/23/2023 

 

3443 MAGNOLIA ST. 

11:27PM 

 

2- Occupied dwellings, fully involved upon arrival, and collapsed and spread across the vacant lot to a 

third dwelling. No injuries. 

 

Incident #:   19634 

Incident Type:   BLDG-BUILDING 

Alarm Level:    4 

Fireground:   FG6 

Address:    3443 Magnolia St.  

 

Time Call Received:   04-23-2023 11:27 PM 

Dispatch Time:  04-23-2023 11:27 PM 

 

Responding Companies: E38, E16, E01, E15 L08  R02  C506, C502 

Arrival Time:   E38 -04-23-2023 11:32 PM 

 

Alarm 2:   E25, E26   L07  S07, HM, REHAB, SS1, C500, C505 

2nd Alarm Time:  11:38:00 pm 

 

Alarm 3:   E35, E27  L09    C503 

3rd Alarm Time:  11:51:00 pm 

 

Alarm 4:   E09, E29 

4th Alarm Time:  11:53:00 pm 

 

Under Control Time:  04-24-2023 01:28 AM 
  

http://www.firelinephotos.com/
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  Cleveland recently put in service 3 - 2022 Sutphen Monarch 1500/500 pumpers.  They have been assigned to Engines 1, 

13 and 36. This is the first Sutphen order for Cleveland since the 1980's 
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   A new aluminum “FireStorm 40” fireboat with 6,000 gpm pump capacity, manufactured by MetalCraft Marine in 

Kingston, Ontario arrived in Cleveland on May 20th. Named "Marine 21," it will replace the Anthony J. Celebrezze, a 1961 

Paasch Marine Service fireboat that was manufactured in Erie, PA.  Also known as Engine 21, the Celebrezze was taken 

out of service last December due to mechanical issues.   

 

     Cleveland continues to purchase apparatus from a wide variety of manufacturers and currently has Engines on order 

from E-One (2) and Pierce (1), Ladders on order from Rosenbauer (3) and Pierce (1) and an Air Supply on order from 

SVI/Peterbilt.       

Kenny Rybka  

 

 
Ken Fisher, NYCFire.net 
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“Together, We Stand” 

By: Michael J. Grubiak, Ed.D. 

Who We Are 

We are The Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion, a value-driven, community-focused organization of trained responders 

who take on-scene care of Tacoma firefighters, members of Local 31 of the IAFF. Our tag line reads, “After they 

take care of you, we take care of them.” 

Together, we stand.  

These simple three words describe our mission, our passion, and our commitment.  

Our mission: Enhancing the health, welfare, and safety of members of the Tacoma Fire Department by providing 

emergency incident rehabilitation services. 

Our passion: Doing what we love, for those who we love. 

Our Commitment:  

We promise to be there even when it is personally inconvenient or requires sacrifice. You go, we go. 

Together, we stand. 

The tragic events of September 11, 2001 revealed three great truths: Heroes are ordinary people who perform 

extraordinary tasks; what happens to one of us, happens to all of us; and we are placed on this earth to take 

care of each other. As Tacoma fire buffs, these principles are foremost in our minds and hearts whenever the 

call comes in. We witness. We serve. We are humbled. We are proud. 

Together, we stand. 

The Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion recently finished 35 years of service. Toryono Green, chief of the Tacoma Fire 

Department, in his keynote address at the Tacoma fire buff’s 35th anniversary celebration, told the fire buffs 

that their service was, “invaluable.” Continuing his remarks he said, “It’s one of the most refreshing things to 

look up when you are coming out of a building that has been on fire and see the fire buff support vehicle and 

know there are people waiting for you who got up that evening to take care of you.” 

Kris Hampton, previous vice president of Local 31 of the International Association of Firefighters, followed Chief 

Green by thanking the fire buffs on behalf of all the Tacoma firefighters for taking care of them in all kinds of 

weather, keeping them warm, dry, and well hydrated and nourished. He emphasized that the fire buffs 

volunteer time out of their lives to provide this service out of the goodwill of their hearts. 

Local 31 continued this sentiment on their social media by posting, “The love for the Tacoma Fire Department 

is real in this special group of volunteers. The buffs answer the call in the middle of the night and in the rain, 

cold, snow, and wind, out of their love for the fire service. We are incredibly grateful for their service and 

friendship.” 

Together, we stand. 
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How We Started 

It was a dark and stormy night. Or it wasn’t. The pizza had mushrooms, pepperoni, and sausage. Or it didn’t. 

Beer was involved. And it was. It always was. 

In 1984, four friends frequently met at Tacoma’s famed Cloverleaf Tavern to discuss world events, local politics, 

baseball, and tales of firefighting. On the evening of November 23, 1986, these four friends, together with two 

more, became the charter members who served as midwives in the birth of the Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion. 

Today the organization has grown to nineteen members and a recruitment class of four. 

From humble beginnings, working out of the trunks of our cars, we now respond in a converted 2011 GMC 

NorthStar paramedic rig, purchased from the Tacoma Fire Department. Our call sign is, “Support 1.” 

 

Upon taking possession of our new vehicle, we dedicated it to remembering its original lifesaving mission. A 

plaque on its wall reads:  

 

Together, we stand. 
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None of this would be possible without our lifelong partnership with Local 31 and the Tacoma Fire Department. 

Local 31 supports the TFBB through contributions made via voluntary payroll deductions by Tacoma firefighters. 

The money is used for insurance and upkeep for the Support Unit, for equipment, and for food supplies. Some 

supplies and equipment are also subsidized by the Tacoma Fire Department through a service contract. Our Fire 

Buff Battalion has modernized with the help and support of its many partners, but its backbone has always been 

the sacrifice of its volunteer members who selflessly give of their time at all hours of the day and night and in 

all kinds of weather. Our members are ordinary people who continue to do extraordinary things. 

 

 

 

Michael J. Grubiak, Ed.D. 

Support 2 

Secretary/Treasurer 

The Tacoma Fire Buff Battalion 
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June 2023 

To: All Hands, 

 

Since the first day that the NYCFire.net website became operational, the volunteer staff has strived to ensure 

that it welcomes all viewers and members in a friendly manner. To be honest with you, I have seen friendships 

start on this site that have turned into a so-called family relationship, something that the fire service is noted 

for - brotherhood. I have heard of former friends and co-workers being reunited because of this website after 

years of separation. I consider NYCFire.net members as part of my family, I hope you do too! 

 

Over the years some of the members have held small gatherings, touring fire department stations, repair 

facilities, and communication offices, but most of all, afterwards, gathering around a table and talking with each 

other face to face. Members have traveled across country and even across the pond to meet their new friends, 

who later on became brothers.  Information was exchanged and the relationships grew stronger. What started 

as a one- or two-day visit extended into three-day and four-day adventures.  Then came COVID & the whole 

world stopped!  

 

We were forced to stay home. Travel in all forms was greatly diminished and our circle of in-person visits was 

exceedingly slashed. However, the use of the Internet was significantly increased. A tech genius developed an 

innovative idea that permitted people to meet virtually via the Internet and see each other as they spoke. So, 

the powers that be at NYCFire.net liked the idea and started to test this innovation. Using the Zoom platform, 

monthly meetings are being held each month, on the first Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. (NY time). Normally, there are 

one or more guest speakers, but the meetings have gone on afterwards for hours, with members gathering over 

the virtual firehouse kitchen table to chat. The subjects vary monthly from history, ‘The War Years’, to modern 

day problems.  Presentations have included ‘Today’s Super Pumper’.  Are you aware that these pumpers have 

already been in use for years across the states?  New Jersey has had one for a few years now.  Whether you 

were on the job or not, from NYC or elsewhere, all are still welcomed to join in.  
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The site’s membership is composed of people from numerous backgrounds. Just take a look at the knowledge 

of our current staff members and see the levels of fire service experience that they possess:  

 

• Firefighter:              Paid, Volunteer, & Military 

• Fire Officer:                                                  Lieutenant, & Captain 

• Chief Officer:                                               Battalion, Division, & Staff 

• EMS:                                                             Emergency Medical Technician & Paramedic 

• Communications:                                       Dispatcher, Supervisor, & Chief 

• Educators     EMS, Haz-Mat, Operations, Standards, Codes,  

College Fire Science 

• Management Experience:                         Field & Headquarters 

 

Other related jobs: 

• Fire Marshal    Municipal, State & Federal 

• Engineer                                                  Fire Protection 

• Military Veterans    Enlisted & Senior Officer 

• SWAT Medic   

• Emergency Management  

• News Media 

• Buffs  

 

Now think about the 9400 plus members of this site and all the talent that they possess and are willing to share 

with you!  As a member you are entitled to ask questions on the site.  

Since this past March, I have reached out to over four thousand members via E-mail. I am sorry to say that I 

learned of the passing of a few members, other E-mails bounced or were blocked. Possibly others forgot to 

reply. We are all human.  

 

In case you did not receive an E-mail from me, Atlas@NYCFire.net, you are being requested to contact me with 

your legal name, site name, and E-mail address.  If you forgot your site name, I just might be able to help you 

out. I would need the E-mail address that you registered with. In case you don’t remember, it’s like baseball, 

you get more then one strike.  

 

If your problem is more serious, maybe you changed E-mail addresses, I will transfer your information to our 

tech services staff, who will attempt to correct the situation and re-activate your site name. Yes, we all forget 

things, so don’t be bashful!   

 

mailto:Atlas@NYCFire.net
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For those who have been visiting our site anonymously over the years, I would like to ‘Thank You,’ but also ask 

you to join. Why not?  It’s FREE!!!  Your membership helps keep the site operational. This year we have already 

had over seven hundred persons on the site at one time. Visitors and members come from around the world, 

viewing the information that is posted. This is your site and you, the membership, do the posting. But you do 

have to be a member in order to post or reply.  

 

So, please take the time out to reply directly to me at Atlas@NYCFire.net, listing your legal name, screen name, 

E-mail address.  This information is confidential and only used for site management. I will make it easy for you. 

Just copy & paste the below format & send it to me. If you are interested in attending the Zoom Meetings, your 

information will be added to that growing list.   

 

Screen name:   _________________________ 

Legal Name:     _________________________ 

___     I would like to attend the Zoom Meetings. 

___     I am interested in the website. 

Any Comments:   

 

 

Thanks! 

Atlas\ Ken 
Site Moderator  
 
 

Repurposed 

 

By Nicholas Segarra, NYCFire.net 

1941 International Sealand 

mailto:Atlas@NYCFire.net
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Ontario Fire Buff Associates 

Box 56, Don Mills PO, Don Mills, ON 

M3C 2R6 

 

Greetings from Southern Ontario where the 2023 fire buffing season took flight on May 13 with our first photo 

tour of the year. 16 members and 6 guests spent a sunny, warm day visiting the 3 fire stations in each of the 

cities of Thorold and Welland and photographing 27 pieces of apparatus. Both of these cities are situated in the 

Region of Niagara west of Niagara Falls and straddling the Welland Canal, Thorold to the north and Welland to 

the south. 

 

 

Group photo – May 13, 2023                 photo courtesy of Gary Dinkel 

Thorold Fire and Emergency Services is a composite department with 18 career and 110 paid on call staff 

manning 10 pieces of apparatus running out of 3 stations, Stn 1 is downtown, #2 in Thorold South and #4 is in 

the rural southwest part of the city. Pumper 1 is manned 24/7 by the full time staff and the paid on call members 

man all the other apparatus. The department protects a population of over 18,000 persons in an area of 83 Sq. 

km. 
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Thorold Aerial 2  2018 Rosenbauer Commander R6000 100’ Platform  1750/420/25F  R. Rupert photo 

 

 

Thorold Pumper 1 - 2020 E-One Typhoon  1258/833/25F   SO#143107  R. Rupert photo 

 

 

Thorold Pumper 3 - 2020 Ram 5500 4x4 / HME Ahrens-Fox 1050/250   J#23285 R. Rupert photo 

 

https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Rosenbauer
https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/E-One
https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Typhoon
https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/HME_Ahrens-Fox
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Welland Fire and Emergency Services is also a composite department with 48 career and between 60 & 70 

volunteer firefighters manning 10 pieces of apparatus out of 3 stations. A full time crew is assigned to each 

station with volunteers manning the other apparatus out of stations 1 & 2. They protect a population of 

approximately 56,000 persons living in an area of 81.2 sq. km. 

 

Welland Aerial 1  - 2022 Pierce Enforcer Notched 7010 107’ Platform  1665/420/17F   J#37849 R. Rupert photo 

 

 

Welland Pumper (new)  - 2023 Pierce Saber 7010  1250/850/17F   J#37965    R. Rupert photo 

https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Pierce
https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Enforcer
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Welland Pumper 2 - 2015 Spartan Metro Star MFD / Arnprior  1250/400   S#77512 R. Rupert photo 

 

 

 

 

Welland Pumper 6  - 2008 Freightliner M2 112 / E-One  1250/894   SO#134911  R. Rupert photo 

 

https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/E-One
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Welland Tanker  6 - 2016 Freightliner M2 112 / Arnprior  420/2640  V#GZ5587  R. Rupert photo 

Note: all pump, water and foam tank capacities are in Imperial gallons. 

 

 

We have 4 more photo tours planned for the rest of this year and all are welcome to attend. They are: part of 

Oxford County in June; a 2 day tour of Mississauga in July; Pearson Airport & Milton in August and visits to 3 

antique apparatus collections in the Chatham-Kent area in September. Check our website:  www.ofba.ca for the 

exact dates. The first Saturday in November will see our Annual General Business meeting at the Toronto Fire 

Academy in the morning followed by our 32nd Annual Fire Service Collectibles Show from 11:30 am till 3 pm. In 

addition at least seven of our members plan on attending the Milwaukee convention in August. Stay safe and 

will see you then. 

 

Fire Chief (Ret) Robert C. (Bob) Rupert 

President, Ontario Fire Buff Associates 

  

https://fire.fandom.com/wiki/Arnprior
http://www.ofba.ca/
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Box 55, Nashville 

Screen grab 
 

Reflections 
Bernard Grandjany 

Fire Bell Club, New York 

Bernie’s family moved to New York City from Europe during World War II.  As a teenager, he hung around at the original 

station of Engine 40/Ladder 35 at W. 62nd St., and 10th Ave. before the Lincoln Center was built. 

He joined the auxiliary fire corps in the 1960’s and then joined the American Red Cross.  He served as Assistant Director 

of Disaster Services for New York City for 25 years assisting people who had suffered and lost from fires.  He also 

arranged compassionate leave for military service members with family emergencies.  

Bernie has been a member of the Signal 6-6 Club, Association of Auxiliary Firemen of NYC, the Third Alarm Association 

and is presently a member of the Fire Bell Club.   He authored the Third Alarm Association newsletter, because he felt 

that the fire service needs a reporter and statistician.  The Third Alarmer chronicled in detail the activities of the FDNY 

during pivotal 1960s. 

He first attended IFBA annual conventions in Baltimore, Chicago, Boston, and Milwaukee in the 60s.  He admired and 

visited those clubs that operated canteens - in his words, the working clubs.  He has written articles for Turn Out from 

those times. 

Bernie’s most memorable events were responding with the Third Alarm/American Red Cross canteen to  fires in 

Manhattan, particularly in the warehouse district area between 11th Ave., 12th Ave. and the 30s.  

His most exciting moment was watching the Super Pumper system knock down building walls with its turret. 

“Buffing taught me about the people in many organizations that are working to save lives and to prevent loss of life and 

property.  Fire buffing taught me to understand the causes and effects of fire.” 

“I learned how people suffer when families are burned out, and it inspired me to be among the people that help them.  

What buffing teaches is knowing the values of life and how quickly they can be lost.”  

“For a young person it is an introduction to what life is all about and the many things that can happen.”  

Bernie is 93 years old.  
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Many Canteens Participate in the 
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service 

 

By Chris Oliphant 
Friendship Fire Association 

Canteen Coordinator for the Memorial Service 
 

 

During the weekend of May 5th through the 7th, the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation held it's annual 

Memorial Weekend to HONOR and REMEMBER 144 Line Of Duty Deaths for 2022.  I was tasked as the Canteen 

Coordinator for all canteen requests. 
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On Friday May 5th, we had Washington County Rehab 255 posted at Liberty Resort for credentialing.  Saturday 

May 6th, Greater Springfield VFD (VA) provided Canteen 422 and Canteen 422B during Rehearsal and for the Red 

Helmet Ride.  Anne Arundel Alarmers used Rehab 2 for the start at Anne Arundel FD HQ in Millersville, MD.  Upon 

arrival at Walkersville VFD, the ride was greeted by Kensington Canteen 705 and Prince George's Rehab Support 

800.   

 

 

 

During the Candlelight service Saturday evening the Canteen from Highway 58 in TN provided service.  An early 

morning started on site around 6am Sunday May 7th, for the Memorial Service bringing in Canteen Units from 

Independent Hose Company 1 (Frederick MD), Friendship Fire Association (Washington, DC), Box414 Association 

(Baltimore, MD) and Philadelphia Second Alarmers (Philadelphia, PA).   
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In Addition to the Canteens pictured on the cover page, four additional non-IFBA  
canteens participated. 
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All said and done, ten different Canteen organizations provided service during the 

weekend.  On behalf of @NFFF_News thanks each organization for participating and 

making the weekend a success.  It should be noted that a Fire Department canteen has 

been part of the annual service since 2001. 

 

  

 

 
Elliot Goodman & Chris Oliphant photos 

 
 
 

Necrology Report 
 

ROBERT BOWERS      HALL OF FLAME, ARIZONA 

JAMES FLAHERTY      BOSTON SPARKS 

CHESTER T. LAUCK      OLD DOMINION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

EDWARD MCMICHAEL      INDIANAPOLIS  FIRE BUFFS 

Rest in Peace 
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Watermarking of Photos - CFPA 

Glenn Duda, Connecticut Fire Photographers 

Foremost there is no sure fire way to stop people from stealing photos.  A watermark is a faint logo or 

word(s) superimposed over the top of the photo. The idea of placing a watermark on your photos is so 

that others will not want to try to copy and use the photo without permission. 

A. pros and cons of watermarking - 

1. Pros- 

  - watermarks are free advertising for you or your site. 

  - they do deter people from using your photos.  They keep people honest. 

  - they make people hesitant to share the photo as well.  Such as social media networks.   

  This can be considered pro or con 

2. Cons -  

    -Some people are turned off by watermarks. 

   -they can be removed by someone good with Photoshop skills or the use of other programs. 

   - can make a picture look cheap or ruin the visual effect of the photo.  Dominate the photo. 

 

B. Options to watermarking photos: 

 - Purposely degrade the picture quality 

 - use a smaller dpi 

 - make the size of the photo smaller so that if it is printed it comes out bad.   

 - do not use the original. 

 

C. If you must watermark - 

- Important - make sure you do not watermark the original photo, save it as a copy. 

 -Make it subtle using opacity 

- Come up with a logo or use a nice, different font. 

- List only URL or Name make it easy for people to find you - not the copyright symbol, phrases, 

etc  

or all of this together. 

- Consider hiding the watermark somewhere in the photos - creativity. 

- Decide where you want to place it, across the pic, at the bottom, etc. 

 

D. Programs used to create watermarks: 

1. i-Watermark 

2. Light Image Resizer 

3. photoshop 

4. Digimarc 

5. Watermarker.com 

 

E. Other Programs: 

1. Want to see if someone is using your pictures? 

2. TinEye 

3. Google image search 
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Reflections 
 
Kent Cullom 
California 
 
I was born, raised and lived my whole life in Santa Monica, CA. I got my interest in the fire service from 
my older brother who always wanted to be a firefighter & retired as a Captain with the Santa Barbara 
Co, FD. As kids, we rode our bikes all over Los Angeles to photograph fire apparatus, making a couple 
of trips a year to the Crown Firecoach factory in downtown LA and also visit some fire stations and the 
LAFD shops, in all about 35 miles. When we were old enough to drive we expanded our range of travel 
& the number of trips. Sometime in the 60’s I joined the local fire buff club, the Box 15 of Los Angeles. 
While in college In the 70’s I started attend Firemen’s Musters all over CA. At these muster & regularly 
ran into volunteers with the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation & they eventually got me to start 
volunteering for the Burn Foundation & was eventually elected to the So CA chapter as President and 
then to the statewide executive board and also a Burn Foundation representative to the CA State 
Firefighters Association which put me in contact with FD’s & Firefighters statewide. 
 
In 1980, I became the Santa Monica FD’s photographer & helped at department public education events. 
In 1981 I got my 1st full time job working for the AAA-Auto Club of Southern CA, which I retired from 
after 32 years. During that time I was one of their top producers and in turn they were very good in letting 
me take off extra time for FD’s activities in Santa Monica and statewide. I had the opportunities to travel 
to conferences & visit FD’s and fire apparatus manufactures all over the US & Canada, to to mention 
non fire related points of interest. 
 
In 1989 I became a charter member of the Crown Firecoach Enthusiast, the Southern CA chapter of 
SPAAMFAA. During my years at AAA, I attended the SPAAMFAA Conferences all over the country & 
was eventually elected to the National Board of Directors and was also a liaison between SPAAMFAA 
& the IFBA.  
 
Between taking care of my 97 year old Mother & the pandemic, my activities have slowed down but I 
still get out whenever possible. 
 
In all my years I have managed to collect a vast photographic collection (250,000+) and I also have an 
extensive fire service shoulder patch collection plus badges, challenge coins & Code-3 collectibles 
collection. 
 
Besides being a member of the Box-15 Club-Los Angeles (IFBA), I also am a member of National 
SPAAMFAA & local SPAAMFAA chapters, Crown FIrecoach Enthusiast,  CA Chapter, Pacific Northwest 
Chapter & Pennsylvania Pump Primers. I am also a member of the Fire Museum Network & the 
Southern CA Assoc. of Foresters/Fire Wardens & a life member to the Los Angeles FD Historical 
Society, the CA Fire Museum & CA State FF’s Assoc. 
 
After living in the rat race for 72 years (So CA), I have had a house built In the hills above Kingman, AZ 
and I am in the slow process of moving all my stuff from CA to AZ, but will still be close enough to CA 
to commute to meetings & other events as needed. 
 
Kent Cullom, Box-15 Club of Los Angeles (kentsmfd@gmail.com) 
  

mailto:kentsmfd@gmail.com
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